
Discover the 
ancient Silk Road 

Journey back in time to the heart of the ancient  
Silk Road in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan  

on an intriguing road now less travelled. 

The mountains and deserts of 
Central Asia form the dramatic 
backdrop to this exotic adventure to the 
heart of the ancient Silk Road. During 
the Middle Ages it was the epicentre of  
a powerful empire and had long been the 
all-important trade connection between 
the East and the West. 

This journey explores Uzbekistan 
and Turkmenistan, two countries blessed 
with the ancient architectural legacy  
of rulers over the ages, notably the 
14th-century rebuilding of Samarkand 
by King Timur. Highlights on the 
itinerary include legendary Samarkand 
with its Registan Square, said to be the 
most spectacular architectural ensemble 
in Central Asia, magical Bukhara with its 
exotic ancient trading domes, and Khiva 
with the magnificent Juma Mosque  
and its 200 individually carved wooden 
pillars. Along the way you’ll explore  
the atmospheric markets, bazaars  
and caravanserais, and enjoy behind-
the-scenes cultural experiences, 
performances and demonstrations. 

Your host, Natalia Odinochkina, 
General Manager of Abercrombie & Kent 
Russia, is an accomplished guide with 
extensive experience of the region, who 
will open your eyes to its many wonders. 
This is a journey into a magical past. 

Saturday 8 October:  
Arrive Tashkent  
Arrive in the Uzbekistan 
capital. This evening meet 
your fellow travelling 
companions and host  
at a welcome dinner. 

Sunday 9 October: Tashkent  
Explore Uzbekistan’s 

2,000-year-old capital. 
Highlights include the 
Khast-Imam complex, 
Amir Timur Square, the 
Tashkent underground, 
and Chorsu Bazaar.  
A tea ceremony will be 
held in the evening with 
master potters. 

Monday 10 October: 
Samarkand 
High-speed train to 
ancient Samarkand.  
Visit the mausoleum  
of 14th-century ruler 
Tamerlane, and Registan 
Square, an architectural 
wonder. Learn to make 
Uzbekistan’s signature 
rice and lamb dish, plov, 
with a local cook.  

Tuesday 11 October: 
Samarkand 
Discover Uzbek 
handicrafts at an 
ancient mulberry  
paper factory and  
silk carpet factory. 

 Wednesday 12 October: 
Shahrisabz
A daytrip south today to 
Shahrisabz, one of the most 
beautiful towns in Central Asia. 

Thursday 13 October: 
Samarkand – Bukhara 
Travel to magical Bukhara,  
a city more than 2,000 years 
old and the finest example of  
a medieval city in Central Asia.  

Friday 14 October: Bukhara
Explore major religious 
monuments including the 
10th-century Ismail Samani 
mausoleum, and visit the 
workshop of a puppet-maker. 

Saturday 15 October: 
Bukhara  
Visit the glorious Summer 
Palace of the last Bukhara 
emirs. Afternoon at leisure. 

Sunday 16 October:  
Bukhara – Mary  
Travel to Mary, an oasis city in 
Turkmenistan’s Karakum Desert. 

Monday 17 October: Merv 
– Ashgabat  
Depart to Merv, one of the 
main cities along the ancient 
Silk Road and a World Heritage 
site. Return to Mary and fly to 
the Turkmen capital Ashgabat. 

Tuesday 18 October: 
Ashgabat  
Visit the World Heritage-listed 
fortress of Old Nisa and the 
medieval city of Bagabad. 

Wednesday 19 October: 
Dashoguz – Khiva
Fly to Dashoguz in the far 
north, then drive to Konye 
Urgench, the ancient capital  
of Khorezm. 
Thursday 20 October: Khiva  
Highlights of Khiva include  
the old citadel, the Emir’s 
Palace, the Juma Mosque, the 
caravanserai and local bazaar. 
In the evening dine at a local 
family’s house.  

Friday 21 October: Nukus 
– Tashkent  
Drive north to Nukus with 
stops enroute at the ancient 
ruined fortresses of Ayas-Kala 
and Toprak-Kala. In Nukus 
enjoy a tour of the Igor 
Savitsky Museum with its 
director before dinner. After 
dinner at the museum  
fly back to Tashkent.

Saturday 22 October:  
Depart Tashkent 
Transfer to the airport for your 
departure flight. 

ANCIENT TRADE ROUTES OF 
CENTRAL ASIA: HIGHLIGHTS

Tour Dates 8-22 October 2016

This is an abridged itinerary. 
Twin share from $10,995 per 
person. Single supplement 
from $1,995

JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS 
• An intimate group of no more than 24 guests 
• One-on-one interaction with your host
• A glimpse into the ancient civilisations of the Silk Road
•  Dramatic landscapes with numerous significant 

architectural attractions
• Exotic markets, bazaars and caravanserais
•  Cultural interaction, performances and local  

handicraft demonstrations

Explore Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan, two 

countries with exotic 
histories and legacies  

of architectural 
inspiration.

EASTERN PROMISE
From top: spices at an Arabian  
market in Bukhara; caps at a market  
in Ashgabat; the mausoleum in 
Samarkand; tea and sweets. Opposite: 
monument to independence in 
Ashgabat; traditional ceramics. 

AN AUSTRALIAN GOURMET TRAVELLER PROMOTION

For more information, call 1300 851 925 or your local travel agent.  
Visit us at abercrombiekent.com.au/hostedgroups
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