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“…and the journey itself is home.”
— Matsuo Basho, Narrow Road to the Interior
Dear Traveller,
It would be churlish of me, of all people, to ever admit to travel envy. Yet every time our Australian
office asks me to introduce a new India & Orient portfolio, I am reminded that Australia really is the
lucky country, blessed to have so many of these extraordinary travel experiences so close to home.
For me — as for many people who spent their formative years nearer the prime meridian than
the International Dateline — India and ‘The Far East’ are synonymous with everything exquisite
and exotic. When we established Abercrombie & Kent in the 1960s, luxury adventures in Asia
were always part of our plans. And we never do things by half-measures at A&K.
We first travelled to India in the 1970s. I was lucky to be able to leverage my Sandhurst
connections and polo renown, and a love of the game among the royal families of Rajasthan, to
establish the networks we needed to succeed in India and access the calibre of properties and
experiences we wanted for our guests.
Between exhibition matches at storybook palaces, I learned early on that India does luxury like
nowhere else on earth, drawing on the legacies of history’s greatest empires.
My first experience of a luxury Delhi hotel was unforgettable, all marble and gold outshone by
impeccable service and unexpected serenity. It makes little sense to speak in terms of numbers
of stars for hotels where the sky is the limit.
On the same trip, I stayed as a guest of the legendary Maharani Ayesha in the royal family’s
private mansion in Jaipur. We visited not only marvellous palaces and forts, but also schools
and hospitals supported by the family. It was a lesson in gracious living and whole-hearted
community responsibility that has inspired the way we conduct our business and treat our
guests and community partners in India and around the world.
I was first in China in the late 1970s, as China was re-emerging as a destination after the
Cultural Revolution. Again, we went in whole-heartedly on a two-month reconnaissance
mission. I like to think I was following in the footsteps of Marco Polo, visiting all the major sights
and centres, but also many others almost unknown in the west at the time.
I have so many indelible memories from that first trip and many since: the staggering scale of the
Great Wall; sailing through the sublime Three Gorges on the Yangtze River; the Silk Road cities
of Urumqi, Turfan and Dunhuang; visiting the roof of the world in Tibet.
We now have more than a dozen offices in East Asia, including a new office in Japan, with hundreds
of travel experts on the ground taking the world’s most discerning travellers on extraordinary
journeys in every country in the region. And all so close to your own remarkable part of the world.
Half your luck! Enjoy exploring.

Geoffrey Kent
Founder & Co-Chairman of the Abercrombie & Kent Group of Companies
@geoffrey_kent
130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU
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A&K’s
India & the Orient
Where will your journey take you?

Exquisite and exotic, the many countries of the Indian Subcontinent and the vast
Asian landmass promise endless fascination for the discerning traveller. From
the sweeping Central Asian steppe, the fort-strewn deserts of Rajasthan and
the glistening waters around Japan to the epic landscapes of Mongolia and the
bejewelled islands of the Indian Ocean, this is a region so diverse it will warrant
many visits and for many reasons.
Whether it’s a grand river cruise down the Irrawaddy or the Yangtze, a culinary
immersion in Vietnam, a journey in the footsteps of emperors and traders along
the mighty Silk Road or in the great cities of ‘the Stans’, a tour of World Heritage
sites in Sri Lanka or a dreamy hideaway in the Maldives, the choice is endless
and with A&K your experience will be exceptional.

UZBEKISTAN
Tashkent
TURKMENISTAN
Ashgabat

MALDIVES
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Why Choose an A&K Journey
Abercrombie & Kent takes you to the heart of a destination in extraordinary style and
comfort, with authentic local insight, unforgettable experiences and encounters, and
exclusive access privileges.
THE LEADER IN LUXURY TRAVEL
EXPERIENCES FOR OVER 50 YEARS
For over half a century, Abercrombie & Kent
has been a pioneer in the world of luxury travel,
redefining the notion of what is possible on
holiday and delivering travel experiences that
change the way travellers see the world and
see themselves. We’ve made it our business
to specialise in destinations and itineraries that
are extraordinary, creating exquisite adventures
handcrafted to exceed the expectations of even
the most discerning travellers.

OUR PEOPLE
A&K works tirelessly to design adventures
you won’t see from any other travel company,
backed up by the most robust support network,
including over 2,500 handpicked staff in our
56 offices in more than 30 countries around
the world. Unlike other operators, we recruit,
train, and manage our own full-time staff,
orchestrating every aspect of your journey
with precision and flexibility, down to the last
detail. Whether it’s the seamless flow of an
A&K itinerary or the prompt attention paid to
an unexpected request, you can be sure that
our global family is the driving force making it
happen.

LOCAL PRESENCE & PRIVILEGES
When you travel with A&K, we don’t just
take you to the front of the line, we take you
into the rooms in the palace not typically
open to visitors, on an exclusive tour with
the best historian in the region. This kind of
unencumbered access to the authentic heart
and soul of a place — to the people and sites
that exist far beyond the reach of the average
traveller — is something we pride ourselves on
and ensure we deliver on every journey we
create, whether to India and the Orient’s most
iconic luxury travel destinations, or to more
off-the-grid and under-the-radar places and
experiences.
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EXPERT LOCAL GUIDES

SAFETY YOU CAN TRUST

It is often said that a guide can make or
break a special journey. We agree. A&K’s
guides are the best in the world and deliver
superlative experiences in every destination.
All are blessed with extensive knowledge
and the ability to bring local attractions to life.
Multilingual and well-travelled, each possesses
insight into diverse attractions and cultural
interactions throughout the region, enlightening
you in every locale with insider information that
adds depth to your journey.

With experience comes excellence and
reliability, and with A&K this translates to peace
of mind and security. The safety of our guests
is always our priority. Our network of local
offices and long-established relationships in this
region, and in every region in which we operate,
allows us to keep our finger on the pulse of local
dynamics and developments. If unexpected
events occur, A&K has resources at the ready,
and you can rely on us to go the extra mile to
ensure your wellbeing and allow you to safely
continue your journey.

13 0 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU
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Sadhu, Varanasi, India
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CHOOSE YOUR TRAVEL STYLE
With Abercrombie & Kent, you can select from a range of handcrafted private and
small group journeys.
SEAMLESS, READY-TO-TRAVEL
PRIVATE JOURNEYS

BESPOKE PRIVATE TRAVEL SERVICE —
A JOURNEY MADE JUST FOR YOU

EXQUISITE SMALL GROUP
JOURNEYS

We have extensively researched every journey
in this brochure and every destination to which
we travel. Each element of each itinerary
is carefully considered in terms of guest
enjoyment, travel logistics, and how it fits in the
overall pace and flow of the journey. The result
is the journeys you see in this brochure, each
one travelled and tested, to ensure we present
the destination in the best possible manner in
seamless style and comfort. These journeys are
all designed to give you an incomparable travel
experience, each is operated on a private basis
for you and your travelling companions, each is
ready-to-book and ready-to-travel as it appears
in this brochure, and many include ‘Design Your
Day’ options on specified days in particular
cities, giving you the freedom to select an
experience best suited to you.

A&K also offers a Bespoke Private Travel
Service, and any of the destinations and
itineraries included in this brochure can be
adapted, amended and/or extended to meet
your individual interests, requirements and
budget.

A&K also offers an exclusive portfolio of small
group journeys to a variety of the world’s and
the region’s greatest luxury travel destinations,
as well as journeys to more emerging and offthe-beaten track destinations. These are expertled shared adventures, with intimate group sizes
of no more than 18 guests, and guaranteed
departures from the first two guests booked.
Each of these journeys has been designed to
ensure the right balance of guided activity and
breathing room, the time and space for selfdiscovery in a destination, with local encounters
and exclusive access to many attractions only
available to a small group.

Whether we’re working with your travel agent
or directly with you, our Travel Specialists take
the time to understand your ideal holiday, how
you like to travel and the kinds of activities
and experiences that will make your trip most
meaningful to you. Then we create or curate
a journey to match, with as much or as little
direction from you as you want to provide, and
drawing on the expertise of locals from our
offices throughout India and the Orient.
See page 8 for more information.

13 0 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU
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DISCOVER INDIA & THE ORIENT
ON A JOURNEY MADE JUST FOR YOU
True luxury bespoke travel means seeing India & the Orient exactly how you want to
see it, on an itinerary fashioned for you by the region’s foremost experts.
THE ULTIMATE IN INSPIRING TRAVEL
IN INDIA & THE ORIENT

ITINERARIES YOU WON’T FIND
ANYWHERE ELSE

Our Bespoke Private Travel Service allows
you to experience A&K’s hallmark blend of
insider access and style throughout India
and the Orient on an itinerary created for
you and your family or friends. Our Travel
Specialists, all dedicated travellers in their
own right, work closely with you or your
travel professional to create a made-to-order
journey of a lifetime, optimised to make sure
you get the most out of every moment.

With our unrivalled knowledge, A&K can
create journeys that feature iconic destinations
and perfect pacing, all seamlessly orchestrated
for the luxury traveller. These are journeys that
unfold with the narrative flow of a good book
or a great film. Our approach and network
advantages also bring practical benefits,
including tailored transfer and flight routings to
allow for extra time exploring, and longer stops
in the places you most want to see.

8
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NO TWO HOLIDAYS ARE THE SAME
Starting with a conversation, we’ll craft the
holiday of your dreams. Much of this is in the
planning and in our understanding of what
you want to achieve in your holiday. Tell us
where and how you’d like to travel. We’ll listen
carefully, build your itinerary from scratch and
tweak it until you’re 100% satisfied.
By tailor-making your journey with an A&K
travel specialist, you are assured a unique
experience from booking to boarding and
beyond.

Gobi Desert, Mongolia

GENUINE, CULTURAL IMMERSION
We ensure every one of our journeys includes
authentic cultural encounters. Imagine strolling
the market of a little-known village alongside
a friendly local — your A&K guide — who
grew up just down the street and has probably
known some of the vendors here her entire life.
She makes warm introductions and suddenly
you are taking a bite of some perfectly ripened
fruit picked just that morning. Our guides offer
the kind of insight into local culture that can
only come from being a local. The result is a
journey that reveals the real spirit of the people,
and the place, in a way you’ll never forget.

Four steps to an inspiring
bespoke journey
1.
Tell Us About Your Ideal Journey
It starts with an A&K Travel Specialist, who works with you or your travel
professional to open your eyes to the possibilities of travel with A&K — a world of
inspiring destinations and exclusive insider access.

2.
3.
4.

Make Your Journey Your Own
The Travel Specialist creates a detailed proposal for your journey, complete with
sightseeing, hotels and insider access activities arranged specially for you, refining
the itinerary until it’s exactly what you’re looking for.
Let Us Handle the Details
Your journey is planned — now it’s time to sit back and let us finalise the details, as
well as provide all the information you need to prepare for your journey.
Travel with Around-the-Clock A&K Support
Once you arrive at your destination, we manage everything behind the scenes,
leaving you to enjoy every inspiring moment for as long as you travel with us. This is
travel as it is meant to be.

Experience the Journey of Your Dreams
Contact A&K on 1300 851 800, visit abercrombiekent.com.au or speak to
your travel professional to start planning your bespoke journey today.

A&K’S TRAVEL SPECIALISTS
Our Travel Specialists regard travel not as an occasional diversion, but as a calling that
stimulates the mind and nourishes the spirit. Exceptionally well-travelled individuals with
an average of more than ten years’ travel industry experience, each is an expert in their
chosen region of the world. They understand travel planning at a level even the most
fastidious travellers never consider, and know creating a luxury bespoke private journey
for you isn’t just about choosing hotels and arranging visits to museums or knowing
the best time to see a landmark — it’s about giving you the kinds of uniquely inspiring
experiences you may not even know exist, local encounters made possible by A&K’s
longstanding connections in the region.

130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU
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CELEBRATE FAMILY
AND FRIENDS
At A&K, we’re all about creating lasting memories for you, your family and your
friends, spending time away together in the world’s most special places. Whether
you’re gathering to celebrate a special milestone — a big birthday, anniversary,
honeymoon or wedding — or simply a family get-together, we recognise that
shared experiences are the most memorable, and we know how to tailor the
journey to suit every dynamic.
Our Travel Specialists can create magical moments for every generation travelling.
Imagine sharing a small palace with a group of friends in Rajasthan, or the look on
a child’s or a parent’s face when they see a giant panda in Chengdu. Imagine the
fun of a hands-on family cooking class in Delhi; or the friendly sibling rivalry on the
last leg of a bike excursion in Vietnam.

A&K FAMILY ADVENTURES
India and East Asia are intriguing destinations for all ages, combining rich cultural
experiences with vibrant cuisines and outdoor adventures ‘Jungle Book’ style.
Some of our favourite family activities include:
• A friendly introduction to Indian cuisine at a family cooking class in the home of a
Delhi resident. All willing participants are encouraged to roll up their sleeves for
some hands-on roti making, spice blending and curry creation, tasting the fruits
of their labour over a specially-hosted family lunch.
• The opportunity to see tigers in the wild on an invigorating safari through the
national parks of Central India. From an open-sided 4WD vehicle, all eyes are
peeled for the slightest movement through the tall grass or deep in the shadows
of the teak forest. It’s an experience that will stay with you forever.
• Taking to the skies above Sigiriya in Sri Lanka in a hot air balloon to gaze over
the incredible Rock Temple and the vast landscape beyond. An early start brings
memorable rewards as you drift in the morning light marvelling at the skills of the
3rd century labourers who constructed this extraordinary monument.
• Cycling through the countryside around Hoi An, past rice fields, along canals
and down waterways watching life go by. See local artisans at work and visit
local farms and market gardens along the way, choosing produce and preparing
lunch.
• Volunteering at the Dujiangyan Panda Base near Chengdu, where important
research is being done on disease prevention and the rehabilitation of these
extraordinary and endangered creatures.

A&K MILESTONE CELEBRATIONS
One of the best ways to mark a special occasion is to take up residence in your
own fully-staffed villa or aboard your own luxury vessel. You decide who the
guests are, and you set the daily timetable. A&K has access to some extraordinary
seaside properties in Sri Lanka and Thailand, converted palaces in India, a
houseboat on the Kerala backwaters or a junk on Halong Bay — all perfect venues
for a milestone celebration or a multi-generation family adventure.
Other ways to mark the occasion include a floating celebration in Udaipur on
the 150-year-old royal Gangaur boat, where an exclusive dinner on the waters
of Lake Pichola is certain to wow. Or, receive your own private blessing from a
Buddhist monk at the breathtaking Tiger’s Nest monastery in Bhutan. Or, get a
bird’s eye view of the world’s highest peak on an Everest scenic flight. Your choice.
130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU
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TRULY LUXURIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS
THAT INSPIRE, ENHANCE & DELIGHT
The quality of the accommodation we use is one of the many things that sets an A&K journey
apart. On all handcrafted private and small group journeys, we select only the most remarkable
hotels, boutique lodges and ships, each of which must combine superior service, a sense of
place, local character and unanticipated luxuries.
AWARD-WINNING, ICONIC HOTELS

ONE-OF-A-KIND LOCATIONS

When luxury is what you’re looking for, there’s
no reason to settle for second-best. Our
local experts choose only the very best hotels
in a given destination. In many cases, their
choice will be the undisputed local favourite,
synonymous with five-star style, often a Condé
Nast Traveler Gold List or Travel + Leisure
World’s Best property. But the choice might also
be a whispered secret, a better option, a small
but perfectly-formed boutique property with a
certain significant atmospheric, experiential or
locational advantage.

When considering an hotel, our experts look at
more than just the rooms. Wherever possible,
we arrange for you to stay close to the places
you most want to see, close to the people
you’ll most enjoy meeting, and close to the
experiences you’ll most enjoy discovering. We’ll
choose the right option from within the region’s
best properties, whether historically iconic,
coveted high-design or supremely located on
the edge of a wilderness.

STYLISH EXPEDITION VESSELS AND
SMALL SHIPS
Our commitment to luxury doesn’t stop at the
water’s edge. When it comes to cruising with
A&K, step aboard knowing you’ll experience
the same comfort, service and style you would
on land, all while discovering the beauty of life
on the water.

Rambagh Palace, Jaipur, India
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Four Seasons Hotel, Kyoto, Japan

Shinta Mani Wild, Cambodia
Eastern & Oriental Express, southeast Asia

The Oberoi Amarvilas, India
Sanctuary Ananda, Myanmar
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See, Do, Stay, More explained
The journey begins in your imagination. We hope the ideas in this book — which are just a
sample of A&K’s almost limitless luxury travel options within India & the Orient — inspire you
to start planning your own adventure. Working with our experienced Travel Specialists you
can build your own A&K itinerary including destinations and experiences you will remember
forever. To help you on your way, look out for these sections in the following pages:

SEE

Witness countless wonders in the world’s largest continent with the
unparalleled experience our experts offer. In every corner of Asia,
there are iconic places that reveal a distinctive heritage and cultural
vision. See places, spaces, sites and sights you’ll cherish forever.

DO

Exceptional activities, exclusive opportunities. Every bespoke
journey is designed with you in mind. The examples you’ll
see throughout this book are just a taste of what our
well-connected local teams can arrange.

STAY

Luxury takes centre stage when it comes to the
accommodation available on all our private journeys. This
carefully curated collection of luxurious hotels offers A&K
guests a little something extra every time you check in.

MORE

Every part of Asia has so much to offer, and so much to
experience. Extend your journey and gain a truly
in-depth view into the rich diversity of the continent.

14
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SUGGESTED MULTI-COUNTRY ITINERARIES

Despite covering a vast area, the Indian subcontinent’s and the Orient’s interconnectivity means it is simple to combine multiple countries
and regions in one journey. Here is some inspiration on how it can be done. To co-create your own luxury journey, talk to your travel agent
or contact Abercrombie & Kent.

INDIAN SUBCONTINENT
NE

DELHI 2

CHINA

PA

L

1 AGRA
JAIPUR 3

NE

3 DELHI

PA

BHARATPUR
1 AGRA
JAIPUR

L

KATHMANDU

POKHARA 2

UDAIPUR 2

6

CHITWAN 2

INDIA

N.P.

2

2

2

2 AURANGABAD

VARANASI

RANTHAMBORE
N.P.

2
MUMBAI

3 HYDERABAD

INDIA

2 CHENNAI
3
PUDUCHERRY

NORTHERN INDIA & NEPAL

NORTH & SOUTH INDIA

Near neighbours, Nepal and India work in perfect harmony as a
combination three week journey. From Delhi and the Taj Mahal to
Rajasthan’s iconic forts and palaces, spiritual Varanasi to seeking out the
majestic tiger in Ranthambore National Park. Extraordinary Kathmandu
Valley and a wildlife experience in Chitwan National Park to leisure time
at a resort in the Annapurna foothills. Find inspiration in the colours, the
cuisine and the culture of these captivating destinations.

India is like a thousand nations in one. On this wonderfully comprehensive
immersion in the subcontinent you will journey from north to south and
explore colourful markets and bazaars, ancient temples and monuments,
desert forts and fortresses, cosmopolitan Delhi and Mumbai and dreamy
cities in the south where the pace is delightfully relaxed. Meet locals over
a cooking class, travel by rickshaw through vibrant streets, cruise dreamy
lakes, explore on foot and marvel at all India has to offer.

NE

DELHI 2
JODHPUR NIMAJ

2

3

PA

2
JAIPUR
JAWAI 2
2 UDAIPUR
BANDH
2 AHMEDABAD

MUMBAI 2
TO
SRI LANKA

L

GANGTOK

2 AGRA

2

3

INDIA

DARJEELING
BAGDOGRA

PARO
2
3 2

1

2 PUNAKHA

BHUTAN

THIMPHU
KALIMPONG

INDIA

SRI
LANKA

INDIAN
OCEAN

BANGLADESH

SIGIRIYA

2

NEGOMBO

1

1

KANDY

3 KOLKATA

YALA N.P.

2

2

BAY OF BENGAL

GALLE

INDIA & SRI LANKA

EAST INDIA & BHUTAN

Seemingly so similar, India and Sri Lanka have much that makes them
refreshingly different from each other. Contrast the elaborate forts and
palaces of Rajasthan with the understated Dutch charms of Galle and
Colombo. The Hindu traditions of India versus Buddhist Sri Lanka.
The culinary differences and the more relaxed pace in Sri Lanka which
is distinctly different from much of India. Combine Icons & Hidden
Treasures of Northern India (page 36) with Sri Lanka by Air (page 46)
for a delightful overview of these two beloved destinations.

From fragrant tea plantations and snow-capped Himalayan peaks to
bustling bazaars and India’s grandest colonial architecture, enhance the
hidden wonders of East India with the spirituality and scenic beauty of the
legendary mountain kingdom of Bhutan. Combine Reflections of East
India (page 42) and Bhutan: Land of the Thunder Dragon (page 62) for
an adventure through colonial Kolkata, vibrant tea plantations, Buddhist
monasteries and high mountain passes.
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SOUTHEAST ASIA
CHINA
3

4
LUANG
PRABANG

LAOS

CHINA

LAN HA
1 BAY

HANOI

2

GULF
OF
TONKIN

3

3 LUANG

GULF
OF
TONKIN

PRABANG

CHIANG
RAI

LAOS

2 HUE

THAILAND

THAILAND

3 HOI AN

CAMBODIA

VIETNAM

SIEM REAP 4
GULF
OF
THAILAND

SOUTH
CHINA
SEA

VIETNAM

2

4 SIEM REAP

BANGKOK

CAMBODIA
GULF
OF
THAILAND

HO CHI
3 MINH CITY

SOUTH
CHINA
SEA

THAILAND, LAOS & CAMBODIA

Discover authentic Indochina when you combine three of southeast Asia’s
most intriguing destinations. There are World Heritage wonders aplenty
in Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia including former royal capital Luang
Prabang, atmospheric Hoi An and the magnificent temples of Angkor.
Take in the white sand beaches and limestone outcrops of Lan Ha Bay,
imperial Hue and the vibrant food and art scene in Ho Chi Minh City on
an unforgettable three-week adventure.

From gilded temples to bamboo jungles, embark on a mystical journey
through Thailand, Laos and Cambodia. Experience canals and floating
markets in the Thai capital, adventure and glamping in the northern jungle
and float down the Mekong in your own luxury river vessel. Interact with
majestic elephants. Unwind in luxury tents. See where centuries-old
traditions survive. Discover the colonial romance and glittering temples of
Luang Prabang and the beautiful Khmer temples at Siem Reap.

IRRAW
A

D D Y R.

LAOS, VIETNAM & CAMBODIA

THAILAND

CHINA

RIVER KWAI

2 BANGKOK

MYANMAR

HUA HIN

MANDALAY
3 1

BAGAN

LAOS

3

CHIANG
MAI

THAILAND
BAY OF
BENGAL

2
YANGON

CAMBODIA

GULF
OF
THAILAND

2
PENANG

3
BANGKOK

MALAYSIA
KUALA
LUMPUR

3 SINGAPORE

MYANMAR & THAILAND

SINGAPORE, MALAYSIA & THAILAND

Combine two enchanting neighbouring destinations on a two-week
adventure from the Golden Land, Myanmar, to Thailand. Glittering
temples abound, rich handicraft traditions, vibrant markets and
flavoursome cuisine. Float down the Irrawaddy River aboard a boutique
river cruiser past timeless villages and golden stupas. Soak up the colonial
architecture of Yangon and the revered monasteries of Mandalay. Get
lost amidst Bangkok’s floating markets, find serenity in Buddhist temples
and meander down the leafy boulevards of Chiang Mai.

Wind your way through the heart of southeast Asia on a splendid rail
journey deep into the mesmerising landscapes of Thailand, Singapore and
Malaysia. Step back in time to the golden age of rail travel aboard Eastern
& Oriental Express (page 84) where rich fabrics, rattan furniture, freshly
pressed linen and antique fittings create an atmosphere of elegance.
Let your personal steward attend to every need as you gaze at the ever
changing landscapes between Singapore and Bangkok making a stop at
the Bridge over the River Kwai and Kanchanaburi.
130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU
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Collecting water from a stepwell, Jaipur
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INDIA, SRI LANKA & THE MALDIVES
Embark on a sensory adventure in these dazzling countries kissed by the
warm waters of the Indian Ocean. From the dawn-bathed façade of the
Taj Mahal to the fragrant bouquet of a highland spice garden, prepare
yourself for an overload of unforgettable encounters.

Amritsar
Delhi
Jaisalmer

Jaipur

Darjeeling

Agra

Kaziranga
National Park

Varanasi

Udaipur
INDIA

Kolkata

Mumbai
Hyderabad

ARABIAN
SEA

Bangalore

THE
MALDIVES

Chennai
Puducherry
Kochi
SRI LANKA
Sigiriya
Colombo
Kandy

Diverse, intoxicating and colourful, India offers a
lifetime of experiences in one captivating country.
Whether you stay in a Maharaja’s palace, explore
the snow-capped mountains of the high Himalaya,
discover the wind-swept deserts of Rajasthan,
witness the hustle and bustle of Delhi’s street
markets, go on a photo safari in search of tiger,
take a boat ride down the Ganges or simply
cruise the southern backwaters — our luxury
India holidays will leave you with memories you’ll
cherish for life. Add to this some of the most iconic
historical and cultural sites in the world, including
the Taj Mahal, and it’s easy to see why our guests
keep returning time and time again.
Sri Lanka is a dreamy, tropical destination with a
landscape of upland tea plantations, jungles, and
a coastline of palm-fringed beaches. Formerly
known as Ceylon and Serendib, Sri Lanka’s culture

BAY OF
BENGAL

Andaman Is.

is shaped by Buddhist philosophy and infused with
Portuguese, Dutch, and English flavours. Guests
enjoy one-of-a-kind experiences that show off
Sri Lanka’s captivating customs and scenic vistas:
sampling of Sri Lanka’s staple foods, from flavourful
curries to savoury kottus and hoppers; wandering
the ancient palace ruins at the medieval capital
of Polonnaruwa; breathing in the smell of fresh
flowers at Kandy’s Royal Botanical Gardens and
sinking your toes into the sand at Mawella beach.
Located in the Indian Ocean off the southern
tip of India is the slender chain of coral islands
known as the Maldives. A picture-perfect
combination of oceanfront cabanas, overwater
bungalows, aquamarine lagoons, and swaying
palm trees, a Maldives holiday is the perfect
time to treat yourself to a touch of luxury and
unwind from the stresses of everyday life.

DISCOVER INDIA, SRI LANKA & THE MALDIVES ON A
JOURNEY MADE JUST FOR YOU
The following suggested journeys, recommended places to visit and extraordinary
experiences are just a taste of what you can see and do across this region. Please visit
www.abercrombiekent.com.au to find more inspiration for your next unforgettable journey,
or contact our Travel Specialists who will work with you to create a memorable bespoke journey.
130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU
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Taj Mahal, Agra

SEE

Some of the region’s foremost sights
and locations.
AGRA & THE TAJ MAHAL
Fronting a bend of the holy Yamuna River, Agra
is a magnet for travellers who come to wander
the dreamy grounds of the majestic Taj Mahal —
an architectural icon widely regarded as the
world’s most perfectly-proportioned monument.
Beyond the Taj, travellers who venture to this
former Mughal capital discover Agra’s broader
legacy in its ancient fort, fascinating monuments
and vibrant chowks (markets).

Amber Fort, Jaipur
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INDIA’S CAPITAL, DELHI
With a storied past dating back some 3,000
years, ever-frenetic and excitingly chaotic Delhi is
a study in history and modernity, neither of which
concede to the other. Discover how the bustling
bazaars, alleyways and Mughal relics of Old Delhi
find their modern counterparts in the skyscrapers
and colonial modernist architecture of New Delhi.

INDIA

Humayun’s Tomb, Delhi

The Taj Mahal Palace and Gateway of India, Mumbai

Bengal tigers, Ranthambore National Park

RAJASTHAN
The princely state of Rajasthan in India’s
north seduces with its opulent forts and
imposing monuments showcasing an
astonishing blend of Hindu, Jain and Islamic
traditions. Desert landscapes and dreamy
lakes provide a backdrop for dazzling saris,
richly coloured turbans, engaging festivals
and glittering jewels.
INDIA’S WILDLIFE
Venture into India’s national parks in search of
unique wildlife. Join naturalist guides on jeep
safaris, bird watching excursions and guided
nature walks on the lookout for the elusive
Bengal tiger, Asiatic lion, leopard, rhinoceros,
elephant, wild buffalo and over 1,200
species of birds. Safari destinations include
Ranthambore, Panna, Bandhavgarh, Kanha,
Gir, Kaziranga and Pench National Parks.

MUMBAI
Formerly known as the British trading hub of
Bombay, today’s Mumbai is the financial and
commercial capital of modern India. Situated
on the shores of the Arabian Sea, it is one of the
world’s busiest ports with a glittering waterfront
dotted with Art Deco mansions and the world
famous Bollywood film and television industry.
KOCHI
One of the finest natural harbours on the
Arabian Sea coast, Kochi has been a trading
centre for centuries. A fascinating synthesis of
old and new, Kochi is an ancient metropolis
with cosmopolitan character, complemented
by picturesque peninsulas and the famous
backwaters, kilometres of palm-shaded canals
and lagoons that snake their way through the
sleepy rural villages of Kerala that are best
explored on board a traditional houseboat.
130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU

Kochi

21

SEE

Some of the region’s foremost sights
and locations.
SRI LANKA’S CULTURAL TRIANGLE
Situated on the central plains of Sri Lanka, the
Cultural Triangle is the nucleus of early Sinhalese
civilisation, centred around the great cities
of Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa, whose
impressive monuments still serve as powerful
reminders of that golden age. The three other
World Heritage sites in the area are the majestic
rock fortress of Sigiriya, the cave complex of
Dambulla and the sacred city of Kandy.
GALLE FORT
Perched on an imposing Sri Lankan
promontory, this UNESCO World Heritage
Site blends an eclectic mix of architectural
influences. Stroll the fort’s walls, learning the ins
and outs of its storied colonial history. The town
of Galle is celebrated for its tropical beauty,
Dutch-colonial architecture, rich mercantile
tradition and emerging art scene.
22

Galle Fort

SRI LANKA’S TEA COUNTRY
The mist-covered mountains of Sri Lanka’s
central highlands shelter over 400,000 acres
of lush tea plantations. Introduced by the British
in 1867, tea remains the country’s major export.
Stay in classic colonial bungalows built for
British tea planters and visit the factories for an
immersive tea experience.
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KANDY
Tucked amidst misty hills and vast tea plantations,
mountainous, thickly forested Kandy brims with
scenic gardens, buzzing street markets, and
boutique hillside hotels. Among its standout
attractions the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic
looms large. According to tradition, a sacred Tooth
Relic of Lord Buddha lies enshrined within its walls.

SRI L ANK A & THE MALDIVES

Tea country, Sri Lanka

Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic, Kandy

Yala National Park

Colombo

Dambulla Cave Temple

YALA NATIONAL PARK
Discover Sri Lanka’s second largest park in
the semi-arid region of the island’s southeast.
Its diverse habitat shelters abundant wildlife
including sloth bear, Asian elephant, buffalo,
sambar, mongoose, deer, toque macaque, civet,
red slender loris, crocodiles and the highest
concentration of leopard in the world.
SRI LANKA’S CAPITAL, COLOMBO
With its picturesque large natural harbour and
strategic position along the East-West sea
trade routes, Colombo was known to ancient
traders as far back as 2,000 years ago. It is
now Sri Lanka’s capital city, busy and vibrant,
with a compelling mix of modernity, landmark
colonial architecture, monuments and ruins.
THE MALDIVES
Picture-postcard tropical islands with swaying
palm trees, powder white sand, brilliant turquoise
lagoons and incredible underwater attractions,
the Maldives is the ultimate hideaway destination.
Indulge in overwater or beachfront luxe on private
islands. Surf and snorkel, visit local communities,
go fishing and diving or picnic on private beaches.

Baros Maldives
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DO

Exceptional activities curated by
A&K’s travel experts.
LODHI STREET ART TOUR, DELHI
Explore India’s first open air public art display
led by a design graduate on a walk around
the leafy lanes of Lodhi Colony’s art district
in Lutyens’ Delhi, absorbing the creative
eye-catching murals produced by talented
local artists.
RIDE A RICKSHAW THROUGH
CHANDNI CHOWK, DELHI
Enter the intoxicating chaos of Chandni
Chowk bazaar on an exciting rickshaw ride.
An enduring hub of daily life in Old Delhi, the
bustling market sells every conceivable manner
of goods, from antique jewellery and colourful
textiles to food stalls offering Indian-style
vegetarian omelettes and spicy, crisp samosas.

Lodhi street art, Delhi

TAKE A CULINARY JOURNEY
THROUGH AGRA
Embark on a culinary journey with your in-theknow guide through the hidden gems of Agra’s
best eateries. Sample traditional delicacies
from soft flaking flatbreads and aromatic fritters
to tangy chutneys and colourful sweets on a
tasting spree to remember.
LEARN THE RARE ART OF WATER
PAINTING, UDAIPUR
On a bustling lane in the city of Udaipur a
unique art form was discovered, with a canvas
of neither cloth nor paper, but sheer water.
Over 200 years old, this rare art form is
revealed on a visit to the last remaining family
still practicing it, and try it for yourself.

Rickshaw ride, Old Delhi

Traditional street food, Agra
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The art of water painting, Udaipur

INDIA

Ganga Aarti Ceremony, Varanasi

Street market at dawn, Mumbai

VIEW A GANGA AARTI CEREMONY,
VARANASI
Witness the unforgettable spiritual experience
of Aarti, a prayer ritual led by saffron-robed
gurus, which takes place at sunset along the
banks of the holy Ganges River. Enjoy the
sound of hymns, smell the incense and watch
as disciples sway in unison and candles and
flowers are set afloat on the river.
DELVE INTO MUMBAI AT DAWN
Rise early to experience Mumbai as the locals
do. See hundreds of newspaper vendors sort
out editions printed in seven different languages,
witness a one-of-a-kind fish auction, peruse a
herb market, watch milkmen pass by on their
delivery route and admire the riot of colour at
local flower markets.
WITNESS TIBETAN MONK RITUALS,
LADAKH
Visit Thiksey monastery for the morning prayer
ceremony, and stand in awe as you witness
more than 100 monks of the reformist Yellow
Hat or Gelug-pa order, perform their sacred
rituals. Followers of the Dalai Lama, this order
has been practicing their blessed traditions
since the 15th century.
CRUISE THROUGH THE KERALA
BACKWATERS
The Kerala backwaters invite a glimpse of
rural Indian village life best experienced on
a converted rice barge. The dreamy palmlined backwaters reflect the azure sky, while
the mangroves and rice paddies dazzle in
verdant shades of green. Spy pastel coloured
churches behind swaying palms and local
boats plying their trade.

Reading of the scriptures, Ladakh

Backwater cruise, Kerala
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Sigiriya Rock Fortress

DO

Exceptional activities curated by
A&K’s travel experts.
EXPLORE SIGIRIYA ROCK FORTRESS
Built in the fifth century AD, the monolithic
fortification rises nearly 200 metres from the
jungle below. Hike past the ancient Lion’s Paws
to the top for jaw-dropping views. Admire
the famous frescoes along the way and stroll
around the beautiful gardens with their walled
terraces and moats.
Flavours of Colombo

Highlands railway journey
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TASTE SRI LANKAN FLAVOURS IN
COLOMBO
Step out on a food walk which takes you on a
gastronomic journey of cross-cultural influences
from authentic Sri Lankan cuisine to a fusion
of Indian-Malay, Dutch and Portuguese.
Experience the different cultures that make up
Sri Lanka as your senses are overcome with
tantalising tastes and fragrances.
A SRI LANKAN TRAIN JOURNEY
All aboard one of the world’s most scenic
railway journeys as you travel through the
highlands of Sri Lanka, from captivating Kandy
to the hill station of Hatton. Roll past emerald
green tea estates blanketed in cloud and
breathe in the unmistakable aroma of pure
Ceylon tea.

SRI L ANK A & THE MALDIVES

Traditional painted masks, Galle

Almsgiving

PAINT TRADITIONAL SRI LANKAN
MASKS, GALLE
Traditional wooden masks have played
an important role in Sri Lankan culture for
centuries, from theatre, dance and festivals to
healing rituals. Visiting a local workshop, watch
the use of traditional tools in action, before
trying your hand at this ancient art.
BUDDHIST ALMSGIVING CEREMONY
Join a local family as they prepare meals for
monks at a village temple in Sri Lanka’s Cultural
Triangle. The practice of offering alms is a way
of supporting the monks and it also helps teach
devotees the value of giving. Share in a blessing
before joining the family for lunch.

Elephants of Minneriya

SAFARI SRI LANKA STYLE
Embark on a jeep trip through Minneriya
National Park. Keep your camera handy for
elephant, buffalo and a variety of endemic
wildlife. If you’re lucky, you’ll spot sloth bears as
they feast on berries of the Palu tree, or even
the elusive Sri Lankan leopard.
RELAX ON SRI LANKA’S EAST COAST
Sri Lanka is famed for its beaches, with the
untouched stretches of white sand along the
east coast amongst the most ideal to relax and
unwind on. If you want to take a break from the
sand and surf though, explore the temples of
Trincomalee or enjoy a spot of snorkelling or
whale watching.

Jungle Beach by Uga, Trincomalee
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STAY

Our preferred accommodation choices
hand-picked for you.
THE OBEROI AMARVILAS, AGRA
The Oberoi Amarvilas is Agra’s leading
luxury hotel and all rooms boast splendid Taj
views. Built in a style inspired by Moorish and
Mughal architecture, the resort is a splendid
display of ornately detailed interiors, terraced
lawns, fountains, reflection pools and pavilions
with rich interiors that hark back to an era
of emperors and princes, with Burma teak
flooring, grand armoires and spacious marble
bathrooms.
TAJ LAKE PALACE, UDAIPUR
Wonderful in every way, the Taj Lake Palace
was built between 1743 and 1746. It is a truly
regal building, its gleaming, white marble
façade rising from the surface of the lake
topped by domes, arches and gilded detailing.
Inside, the public areas combine breathtaking
views with eye-catching interiors. The rooms
too are utterly palatial. With frescoes and
superb original features in abundance, they
showcase the finest modern craftsmanship,
without forsaking their rich heritage.

The Oberoi Amarvilas, Agra

RAAS JODHPUR
Located at the foot of the mighty Mehrangarh
Fort, RAAS Jodhpur has been beautifully
constructed from four heritage buildings of
rose-red sandstone. For 300 years it was
a family residence, replete with pavilions,
stables, temples and a guesthouse. Today this
hotel offers 39 beautifully appointed rooms
and seven spectacular suites. The luxury
rooms look out across the Mughal-style
garden courtyard with breathtaking views of
the fort.

Taj Lake Palace, Udaipur

RAAS Jodhpur
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Suján Rajmahal Palace, Jaipur

INDIA
SUJÁN RAJMAHAL PALACE, JAIPUR
Originally built in 1729 by the Maharaja of Jaipur,
Suján Rajmahal has a grand original marble
staircase and intricate chandeliers. This palace
has stood the test of time and has now been
carefully renovated to offer palatial living to the
discerning traveller. A rainbow of colours has
been used to counterbalance the old world art
and contemporary touches have been carefully
added. 14 rooms and suites boast vibrant interiors
with wallpapers that have been specially created
for each room and tell the many stories of Jaipur.
CHAMBA CAMP, THIKSEY
Chamba Camp Thiksey is one of the most
luxurious camps in the Himalayas. Each of
the 14 tented suites, 11 luxury suites and three
Presidential suites are individually designed, with
four-poster beds, en suite bathrooms, opulent
chandeliers, handwoven rugs, private decks, and
even the services of your own butler. Tents are
fitted with air-conditioning and heating and the
food is plentiful and delicious.

Chamba Camp, Thiksey

THE IMPERIAL HOTEL, DELHI
Built in 1931, The Imperial Hotel is a unique
blend of old and new, a successful renovation
having preserved its historic features and aura.
Today it is a wonderful mélange of Victorian,
colonial and Art Deco styles. Its beautifully
appointed and spacious rooms and suites are
decorated with Neo-Victorian furnishings
and paintings with high ceilings and décor
and design themed around the building’s own
contrasting architectural styles.
PALAIS DE MAHE, PUDUCHERRY
Located in the heart of Puducherry’s French
Quarter, Palais de Mahe combines the flavours of
Southern India with French flair, and is just steps
away from the seaside promenade along the Bay
of Bengal. With high ceilings, arched doorways,
tiled floors and deep verandahs throughout, the
hotel boasts 18 spacious rooms with modern
appointments. The hotel also offers an inviting
swimming pool, Ayurveda centre, and rooftop
restaurant complete with sweeping views.
BRUNTON BOATYARD, KOCHI
This hotel perfectly echoes the Dutch and
Portuguese colonial architecture of old Fort
Kochi. With lime-washed walls and terracotta
floors, fine public areas and bedrooms featuring
antique four poster beds, it is a perfect fusion of
old and new. Décor is dominated by exposed
wood, white walls and local craft pieces. All
rooms afford superb views, including Kochi’s
famed Chinese fishing nets.

The Imperial Hotel, Delhi

Palais de Mahe, Puducherry

Brunton Boatyard, Kochi
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Residence By Uga Escapes, Colombo

STAY

Our preferred accommodation choices
hand-picked for you.
RESIDENCE BY UGA ESCAPES,
COLOMBO
Uga Residence offers luxury in a leafy area of
cosmopolitan Colombo. Built in the 19th century
as the home of a wealthy barrister, it has been
meticulously restored to offer 11 spacious suites,
outfitted in opulent style with warm, light and
ornate furnishings, whilst the Residence is a
palatial apartment with a spacious private garden
and whirlpool tub. It is set in lush, expansive
gardens with private courtyards, a gourmet
restaurant, swimming pool and gym.
CEYLON TEA TRAILS, HATTON
Built between 1890 and 1939, each of the five
restored colonial era tea planter residences
is unique, but they all combine classical and
contemporary style and a taste of gracious
living. Each bungalow comes with its own
manager, chef, butler and house staff with
between four and six rooms each, a separate
sitting room, sweeping lawns, swimming pools
and English gardens. Rooms are named after
past tea planter residents.
ULAGALLA RESORT, ANURADHAPURA
Set within 58 acres of private grounds,
Ulagalla Resort promises tranquillity, luxury
and wilderness within easy reach of Sri Lanka’s
Cultural Triangle. Expect to see monkeys and
peacocks roaming around this eco-friendly
hotel, as you enjoy the open-air spa, ravishing
dining and serene chalets, built from local
materials to harmonise with their surroundings.
Comfort is maximised with air-conditioning,
four-poster king-sized beds, en suite bathrooms
with shower, and a separate lounge.
30
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Ceylon Tea Trails, Hatton

Ulagalla Resort, Anuradhapura

SRI L ANK A

Amangalla, Galle

Vil Uyana, Sigiriya

VIL UYANA, SIGIRIYA
Vil Uyana is a haven for those who wish
to escape to nature and indulge in some
pampering. The 36 dwellings, located within
a peaceful and tranquil setting, are sustainably
built in a rustic style incorporating woven
reeds and rattan around the resort’s five
thriving eco-systems — garden, marsh, paddy
field, lake and forest. You can also expect
inspired dining options, a wellness spa, gym
and swimming pool.

AMANGALLA, GALLE
Amangalla is set within the walls of the
famous Dutch fort in Galle. The hotel is full
of antiques, old prints, rich mahogany, wood
and rattan planters. The gracious suites are
decorated in tasteful colonial style, with fourposter beds, pettagama chests and polished
Burma teak floorboards. A swimming pool
sits in the established gardens, whilst a
traditionally inspired Spa offers a range of
remedial pleasures.

Wild Coast Tented Lodge, Yala

Kings Pavilion Kandy

KINGS PAVILION, KANDY
Set within a tropical haven, Kings Pavilion
offers ultimate relaxation. All bedrooms
showcase traditional styles combined
with modern luxuries. Many even have
360-degree vistas and private Jacuzzis.
Spacious balconies and teak interiors exude
style and tranquillity, and your butler ensures
round-the-clock pampering. Explore great
stretches of scenery on gentle afternoon
hikes or sit back and enjoy them from the
spectacular infinity pool. You can also find
inner harmony at the private spa and sauna.
WILD COAST TENTED LODGE, YALA
Wild Coast Tented Lodge is a stylish, remote
safari camp set beside the beach within
Yala National Park, one of Sri Lanka’s best
wildlife-viewing destinations. Each of the
28 elegantly appointed, dome-like tents are
crafted from thick canvas. Inside you will find
teak floors, leather chairs and freestanding
copper bath tubs. Other facilities include an
enormous free-form swimming pool, two
superb restaurants, the fantastic Sanctuary
Spa and library.

130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU

31

Taj Mahal, Agra

THE GOLDEN
TRIANGLE & BEYOND

JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Experience the magnificent Taj Mahal at sunrise
and sunset
Embark on private jeep safaris in search of the
Bengal tiger

12 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY

Witness the sacred Aarti ceremony on the banks
of the River Ganges

Experience a spellbinding world of colour, rituals and wildlife on this comprehensive
journey through India’s north. Witness the scale and grandeur of Delhi’s heritage
sites. Be humbled by the Taj Mahal. Step inside temples and palaces for a glimpse of
contrasting cultures. Seek out the majestic tiger in Ranthambore National Park. And
discover the perfect harmony of chaos and serenity in the sacred city of Varanasi.

See one of the most perfect architectural
achievements in India, Fatehpur Sikri
Weave through the colourful bazaars of Old
Delhi’s Chandni Chowk
Day 1: Arrive Delhi. Namaste and welcome
to India’s northern gateway. Transfer to your
elegant hotel. The Imperial
Day 2: Delhi. Take in the sights of Old and
New Delhi today with your expert guide.
Navigate the narrow alleyways of Chandni
Chowk on a cycle rickshaw, and marvel
at ancient havelis and one of the most
prominent Sikh temples in India. Afternoon at
leisure. The Imperial | BL

Rambagh Palace, Jaipur

32

INDIA , SRI L ANK A & THE MALDIVES

Day 3: Delhi. Start at the 13th century Qutub
Minar, the soaring victory tower. Continue
to Humayun’s Tomb and drive down New
Delhi’s tree-lined boulevards to India Gate and
the President’s Residence. Design your own

Sorting chillies

afternoon (additional charge). Take a spiritual
journey through Delhi’s temples. Or immerse
yourself in an art focused tour of museums and
galleries. The Imperial | B
Day 4: Agra. Travel by road to Agra, home to
the Taj Mahal. Explore the city’s hidden laneways,
markets, mosques and temples. Admire the
glistening marble “Baby Taj” and cross the
Yamuna River for a breathtaking sunset view of
the Taj Mahal. The Oberoi Amarvilas | B
Day 5: Agra. Rise early and return to the
Taj Mahal at dawn. Later, visit the former
imperial city of the Mughal rulers, the Agra
Fort. This evening, return to the Taj as the sun is
setting. The Oberoi Amarvilas | B
Days 6-7: Ranthambore National Park.
Venture to Ranthambore National Park,
stopping en route at the deserted city of
Fatehpur Sikri. After lunch in Bharatpur, continue
by air-conditioned train to Sawai Madhopur and
your luxury tented accommodation. Head out
on early morning and afternoon private game
drives, timed to give you the optimal opportunity
of viewing tiger and other wildlife species.
The Oberoi Vanyavilas | BLD/BD
Day 8: Jaipur. Early visit to the Ranthambore
Fort. Head overland to India’s Pink City, Jaipur,
and get your bearings on an afternoon walking
tour. Step inside lively temples, take part in a
Hindu prayer ceremony and sip tea with locals.
Then, chart the movements of the heavens at
the Jantar Mantar Observatory and make a
quick photo stop at Hawa Mahal (Palace of the
Winds). Rambagh Palace | B

Varanasi

Day 9: Jaipur. Soar above Jaipur on an
early morning hot-air balloon flight (additional
charge). Tour the Amber Fort with its distinctive
Mughal architecture. Visit the Anokhi Museum
for Hand Printing and spend the afternoon your
way (additional charge). Join a home cooking
demonstration. Gain private behind-thescenes access to the City Palace of Jaipur. Step
inside a studio for a hands-on pottery lesson.
Or enjoy High Tea on the terrace with henna
painting and turban tying. Rambagh Palace | B
Days 10-11: Varanasi. Fly to Varanasi, one of
the world’s oldest cities, the heart of spiritual India.
Head to the city’s ghats (stone steps) and witness
locals performing the Hindu Aarti ritual. Rise early
for a dawn Ganges boat trip. See pilgrims bathing
and at morning prayer. Then, wander through the
city. Step inside a traditional gymnasium where an
ancient form of wrestling is practiced. Journey to
Sarnath where Buddha is said to have preached
his first sermon. Visit the Archaeological Museum
and see Banarasi saris being produced at a
weavers’ colony. Brijrama Palace | B

Bengal tiger, Ranthambore National Park
CHINA
PAKISTAN

INDIA

Day 12: Depart Varanasi. Transfer to the
airport for your onward flight. B
From $7,940 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $13,730.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.

DELHI

BHARATPUR
JAIPUR
START

PRICE

3

1

NIGHTS
AIR
ROAD

2

NEP

AL

AGRA

2

VARANASI

2

2

RANTHAMBORE
NATIONAL PARK

RAIL

AKP supported projects:
Deepalaya School Delhi &
Digantar School Jaipur.
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SPLENDOURS OF
RAJASTHAN
9 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Step back into a bygone era of emperors and princes on this sophisticated and cultured
journey through royal Rajasthan. Delve deeply into Delhi contrasting colonial grandeur
with lively markets and bazaars. Be awestruck by the symmetry and marbled elegance of
the iconic Taj Mahal. Drink in the dusky magnificence of Jaipur’s City Palace and hillside
Amber Fort. Savour a lakeside sunset in Udaipur, India’s most romantic city, and live like
a Maharaja in India’s most regal and honoured hotels.

Oberoi Amarvilas, Agra
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JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
See the resplendent Taj Mahal at sunset and
sunrise
Ride a cycle rickshaw through the colourful
bazaars of Old Delhi
Savour the sunset on a lake cruise in Udaipur, the
‘Venice of the East’
Discover the lesser-known wonders of Jaipur
Explore Udaipur’s Taj Lake Palace after dark with
a local historian
Day 1: Arrive Delhi. Namaste and welcome
to India’s northern gateway with its ruinstudded gardens, a growing contemporary art
scene and world-class cuisine. Transfer to your
hotel. The Imperial New Delhi
Day 2: Delhi. See the many sides of Delhi
today with your expert guide. In lively Old
Delhi, visit Turkman Gate and India’s largest
mosque, Jama Masjid. Navigate the narrow
alleyways and market stalls of Chandni Chowk
on a cycle rickshaw. Gaze at the ramparts
of the Red Fort, the residence of the Mughal
emperors, and after lunch at Veda Restaurant,
drive down the wide boulevards of New Delhi
and admire the colonial architecture. Finish at
Humayun’s Tomb, built in 1570 for a Mughal
emperor. The Imperial New Delhi | BL

the majestic Chand Baori stepwell, one of the
largest in the world, before arriving at your regal
palace hotel. Rambagh Palace | BL
Day 5: Jaipur. Explore Amber Fort, with its
distinctive Mughal architecture. Then, immerse
yourself in block prints at the Anokhi Museum
of Hand Printing, housed in a beautifully
restored haveli. Visit the City Palace with its
superb collection of Rajasthani artefacts, and
stop at the Jantar Mantar Observatory filled
with enormous astronomical instruments dating
back to the 16th century. In the afternoon,
discover the lesser-known wonders of the
Pink City. Step inside lively temples to witness
traditional customs. Take part in a Hindu prayer
ceremony, if you wish, and sip tea with the
locals. Visit the ancient Vishnu temple then stop
to photograph Jaipur’s famous Hawa Mahal
(‘Palace of the Winds’). Rambagh Palace | B

Taj Lake Palace, Udaipur

Day 3: Agra. Travel overland to Agra, home
of the Taj Mahal, the world’s pre-eminent
expression of passionate but restrained
mourning. Head to the Agra Fort, the former
imperial city of the Mughal rulers. Admire sunset
over the magnificent Taj Mahal and appreciate
uninterrupted Taj views from your hotel
room. The Oberoi Amarvilas | B
Day 4: Jaipur. Rise early for dawn at the
Taj Mahal. After breakfast, travel overland to
Jaipur, stopping en route at the deserted city
of Fatehpur Sikri, one of the region’s most
scenic landmarks. Make a quick photo stop at

Day 6: Jaipur. Spend a day at leisure or choose
from a range of activities (additional charge)
including an early-morning hot-air balloon flight,
a noble Rajput home cooking demonstration, a
hands-on pottery lesson, High Tea on the hotel
terrace with henna painting and turban tying, or
a visit to Digantar, a local school supported by
A&K Philanthropy. Rambagh Palace | B
Day 7: Udaipur. Fly to Udaipur, India’s
most romantic city, whose deep blue lakes sit
against the undulating Aravalli Hills. Learn the
extraordinary and ancient art of water painting
in a hands-on workshop. As sunset calls, take a
private boat ride on the shimmering waters of
Lake Pichola. Taj Lake Palace | BL
Day 8: Udaipur. Discover Udaipur’s distinctive
Rajput-era palaces and architecture. Your first
stop is the flamboyant City Palace then the
Saheliyon-ki-Bari garden and three-storey
Jagdish Temple. Afternoon at leisure. This
evening, let a local historian regale you with

Folk musicians, Jaipur

Humayun’s Tomb, Delhi

stories over a glass of wine at your storied
hotel. Taj Lake Palace | B
Day 9: Depart Udaipur. Private transfer to the
airport for your onward journey. B

PRICE
From $6,185 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $10,835.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
CHINA

PAKISTAN

2

NEP

DELHI

INDIA

1

JAIPUR

AL

AGRA

3

START

1

2
UDAIPUR

NIGHTS
AIR
ROAD

AKP supported projects:
Deepalaya School Delhi,
Digantar School Jaipur &
Hansraj School Udaipur

Hawa Mahal, Jaipur

130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU

35

ICONS & HIDDEN
TREASURES OF
NORTHERN INDIA
16 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Journey from elaborate royal palaces to the heart of rural India. Discover Delhi’s colonial
grandeur and mouthwatering cuisine. Take in Jaipur’s imposing City Palace and hillside
Amber Fort. And be mesmerised by the Taj Mahal from a unique vantage point. Then,
head into remote wilderness where the leopard roams wild and free. Live like a Maharaja in
regal palaces, historic havelis and luxury tented camps and celebrate the Land of Kings.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Wander through the colourful bazaars, temples
and palaces of Old and New Delhi
See the resplendent Taj Mahal at sunset and sunrise
Soak up the sunset on a lake cruise in the ‘Venice
of the East’
Discover the lesser-known wonders of Jaipur, the
‘Pink City’
Search for leopard during private jeep safaris
Days 1-2: Arrive Delhi. Namaste and
welcome to India’s northern gateway. During
your stay, take in the sights of Old and New
Delhi. Explore the colourful bazaars of Old
Delhi by rickshaw and gaze at the imposing
Red Fort before discovering the wide
avenues and colonial architecture of New
Delhi. The Oberoi New Delhi | BL (Day 2)
Day 3: Agra. Bid farewell to Delhi after visiting
Humayun’s Tomb and journey overland to
Agra. Standing before the mesmerising Taj
Mahal as the sun sets will take your breath
away. The Oberoi Amarvilas | B

Day 4: Agra. View the Taj Mahal at sunrise
and later venture to the impressive Agra
Fort. Explore Agra’s laneways, bustling spice
market, sacred mosques and temples and
visit “the Baby Taj” before a special sunset
viewing from Mehtab Bagh, a garden complex
located across the Yamuna River from the Taj
Mahal. The Oberoi Amarvilas | B
Days 5-7: Jaipur. Journey overland to Jaipur
pausing en route at the deserted city of Fatehpur
Sikri, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. After
lunch, a quick stop at the majestic Chand Baori
stepwell before your arrival in the Pink City. Gain
a fascinating insight into the life of the Moghuls at
Amber Fort, then gaze up at the heavens in the
Jantar Mantar Observatory before a photo at the
Palace of the Winds. Step inside lively temples in
the old city. Take part in a Hindu prayer ceremony
and sip tea with locals. Spend a day at leisure or
choose from a range of activities (additional charge)
including an early morning hot air balloon flight,
a noble Rajput home cooking demonstration, a
hands-on pottery lesson, High Tea on the terrace
with henna painting and turban tying, or a visit
to Digantar, a local school supported by A&K
Philanthropy. Suján Rajmahal Palace | BL/B/B

Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur
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Days 8-9: Rural Rajasthan (Nimaj). Swap the
city hustle for the serenity of Chhatrasagar tented
camp perched on the edge of a reservoir teeming
with birdlife. Explore your way with a jeep tour of
the local farm and village, cycling tour or a bird
watching expedition. Raas Chhatrasagar | BLD
Days 10-11: Jodhpur. Next stop Jodhpur to
explore the treasures of the Blue City. Venture to
Mehrangarh Fort perched above the city and the
gleaming white Jaswant Thada. Wind through
the narrow alleys of the old city and bustling
market. Discover the fascinating culture of the
Bishnoi people in a nearby village. Stop at a small
workshop to watch the hundred-year-old tradition
of dhurrie rug making. Raas Jodhpur | B
Days 12-13: Jawai Bandh. Venture into the
wild Aravalli Hills to Jawai Bandh, a stylish
contemporary tented camp that is your base to
seek out the resident leopard population. Head
out on early morning and late afternoon drives
in a customised 4WD accompanied by your
expert tracker-guide in search of the elusive
leopard. Between drives you may choose to
enjoy a rejuvenating massage, watch flamingo
on the lagoon, or explore the villages of Jawai or
the countryside trails surrounding the camp by
bicycle or on foot. Suján Jawai Camp | BLD
Day 14: Udaipur. Drive south to India’s
most romantic city, stopping en route at the
Ranakpur Temples. Take a private boat ride
on the shimmering waters of Lake Pichola at
sunset. The Oberoi Udaivilas | BL

Rabari herders, Suján Jawai

‘The Blue City’, Jodhpur

Day 15: Udaipur. Discover Udaipur’s
distinctive architecture, arts and crafts. First
stop is the flamboyant City Palace and the
Jagdish Temple. Continue to Saheliyon-kiBari garden and a local gallery. The Oberoi
Udaivilas | B
Day 16: Depart Udaipur. Private transfer to
the airport for your onward journey. B

PRICE
From $14,325 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $26,890.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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Thiksey Monastery

LADAKH: A
BREATHTAKING
HIMALAYAN JOURNEY
9 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Venture into India’s far-flung northern reaches to Ladakh and experience an
extraordinary life amidst the cloud-conquering peaks of the Himalayas. Witness the
magnificent palaces, colourful markets and rich cultures of Leh. Hike into colossal
mountains to find ancient hidden monasteries and fluttering prayer flags. At the end of
each day, bed down in the most beautiful spots, surrounded by every luxury imaginable.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Soak up the sunrise at Thiksey Monastery
Marvel at the impressive Leh Palace
Meet local families and immerse yourself in a
remote village culture
Cocoon yourself in high style at two of India’s
leading tented camps
Cross the impossibly high Khardung La Pass, one
of the world’s highest motorable roads
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Day 1: Arrive Leh. Welcome to Leh, the highaltitude capital of remote Ladakh. Transfer to
Saboo, a rural village outside the city. Spend time
acclimatising before joining a Buddhist scholar for
some fascinating insights. Saboo Resorts | LD
Day 2: Leh. Set off on foot to explore the
intriguing communities and breathtaking
landscape of the Saboo Valley. Enjoy a glimpse
of life in local villages before joining a local family
at the Ladakhi Kitchen in preparing traditional
delicacies. Later, visit the old city of Leh. Take in the
nine-storey Leh Palace which is a mini version of
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Lhasa’s famous Potala Palace. Then step inside the
workshops and galleries of LAMO (Ladakh Arts
& Media Organisation) Munshi House. Continue
to the Central Asian Museum, showcasing Leh’s
role in Silk Road trade, with rooms focused on
Ladakh, China, Turkestan and Tibet. The museum
stands in a courtyard that also contains Leh’s
oldest mosque. Saboo Resorts | BLD
Day 3: Leh. Venture to the 12th century
Alchi Monastery on the banks of the mighty
Indus River. See some of the world’s last
remaining Mahayana Buddhist frescoes. Then
head to beautiful Lamayuru Monastery, one
of the region’s oldest, perched atop a cliff.
Enjoy lunch at Alchi Kitchen, and meet with
Nilza Angmo, a celebrated chef introducing
Ladakhi cuisine to the rest of India. Remainder
of the day at leisure. Saboo Resorts | BLD
Day 4: Nubra Valley. Journey north into the
enchanting Nubra Valley, travelling over the
beautiful Wari La pass (5,200 metres) through
the pretty Digar Valley. Pause for photos and
a picnic lunch before finding your sanctuary
at luxurious Chamba Camp, near the tranquil
village of Diskit, where views of the Nubra
Valley in the distance are impressive. Later
this afternoon, drive to Diskit monastery and
visit the Chamba statue, where you can sip a
sundowner whilst enjoying panoramic views
of the Shyok Valley as the sun sets over the
horizon. Chamba Camp at Diskit | BLD

Call to prayer, Thiksey Monastery

Day 5: Nubra Valley. Journey by road to the
village of Panimik to begin your hike to Ensa
Monastery, surrounded by cliffs, mountains and
grazing dzo (cow yak half breed). Later, visit the
Women’s Alliance of Nubra and meet the women
who work together on handicrafts and traditional
performing arts. Lunch in a family home in the
Sumur farmlands. Chamba Camp at Diskit | BLD
Days 6-8: Thiksey. Drive into the heavens
through a colossal landscape and over the
Khardung La pass at an elevation of 5,600
metres, among the highest stretches of driveable
road in the world. On returning to the Leh Valley,
check into Chamba Camp Thiksey in an idyllic
meadow setting. Admire the view from your tent
of the Thiksey Monastery framed by rugged,
snow-capped mountains. Spend the next two
days exploring this remarkable region.

Venture to nearby Thiksey Monastery, one of the
most important Buddhist landmarks in Ladakh.
Hear the call of the conch and watch the monks
gather peacefully for morning prayers. Be
absorbed by the chanting and beautiful surrounds
of the prayer hall. Climb to the nearby ruins of
the Shey Palace and Monastery. Journey to the
Hemis Monastery, the largest and wealthiest in
Ladakh. Explore the museum filled with precious
statues, texts and relics brought here by monks
who fled occupied Tibet over the high mountain
passes. Chamba Camp Thiksey | BLD

Buddha statue, Shey Monastery

Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.

CHINA

Day 9: Thiksey – Depart Leh. Private transfer
to Leh airport for your onward journey. B
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FABLED HILL
STATIONS & THE
GOLDEN TEMPLE
11 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Discover India at its most extraordinary. Step back in time in Shimla, once the summer
retreat of the British Raj. Savour delicate infusions in the tea capital of Northern India,
let the artists of Andretta ignite your creativity, and discover tranquillity in the home of
the Dalai Lama. Wind through the mountains on the Himalayan Queen and witness the
theatrical flag lowering ceremony on the Wagah border.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Marvel at the daring Modernist architecture of
Corbusier’s Chandigarh
Breathe in the cedar-scented hill station air of
Shimla
Gain insight to Buddhist spirituality in Little Tibet
Visit local galleries and studios in the artist village
of Andretta
Stay on a working tea estate in Palampur, India’s
tea capital

Day 1: Arrive Delhi. Namaste and welcome
to Delhi, India’s capital and northern gateway.
Transfer to your hotel. The Oberoi, Gurgaon
Days 2-4: Shimla. Fly north to Chandigarh,
independent India’s first planned city, designed
by Le Corbusier. Visit the unusual Rock
Garden and the Open Hand Monument
built to commemorate peace and prosperity.
Continue to Shimla, former summer capital
of the British Raj. Experience a glimpse into
British colonial life today. Start at the Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, also known as
the Viceregal Lodge, and meander through

Tea plantation, Palampur

Shimla on foot, taking in the British architecture,
museums, churches and the Jhako Temple.
Step aboard the famous Himalayan Queen and
travel through the Himalayan foothills along
the century-old metre gauge line, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and engineering feat.
The Oberoi Wildflower Hall | BL/B/B
Days 5-6: Palampur. Head to Northern
India’s tea capital and your lodge on the Wah
Tea Estate, established in 1857. An in-depth
tea immersion reveals the complex process
from picking, drying and sorting to a cup of the
finished brew at a special tea tasting. Venture to

Golden Temple, Amritsar
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The Oberoi Wildflower Hall, Shimla

Andretta, a quaint artists’ colony established in
the 1920s. Admire colourful artworks in local
galleries and try your hand at a potter’s studio.
Later, board the narrow gauge Kangra railway
to Baijnath, marvel at the 13th century Shiva
temple and admire the murals of Tashi Jong
Monastery. The Lodge at Wah | BLD/BD
Days 7-8: Dharamshala. Travel to
Dharamshala and stop at a Gaddi nomadic
settlement en route. Watch Tibetan artisans at

the Norbulingka Institute and step inside the
temple to see the frescoes. Arrive at your hotel
in McLeod Ganj, home to the Dalai Lama and
the centre of Little Tibet, with beautiful views
of the snow-capped mountain range. Explore
the Dalai Lama’s monastery, Tsuglag Khang,
the largest Tibetan temple outside Tibet with
around 200 monks. Visit the small Gyuto
Monastery, the recent home of the Tibetan
spiritual leader. Also, join Tibetans on a Kora

Walk around the Dalai Lama temple and meet
a lama, if you wish. Fortune Park Moksha | B
Days 9-10: Amritsar. Head to Amritsar,
home of the magnificent Golden Temple, the
most important pilgrimage site for Sikhs. This
evening, head to the temple for the auspicious
Palki Sahib night ceremony. Witness the holy
book being carried from the main shrine to
the inner sanctum amid the chanting of hymns.
Rise early to visit the shimmering Golden
Temple as morning prayers begin. Step
inside the communal kitchen where meals
are prepared for the 35,000 pilgrims who
visit daily. Explore the Hall Bazaar and pay
your respects at Jallianwala Bagh, a memorial
to the 1919 massacre. Drive to the Wagah
border between India and Pakistan and join
hundreds to witness the theatrical pageant
of flags being lowered on both sides of the
border. Taj Swarna | B
Day 11: Depart Amritsar. Private transfer to
the airport for your onward flight. B

Norbulingka Institute, Dharamshala

PRICE
From $5,165 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $9,130.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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Kanchenjunga rising above Darjeeling

REFLECTIONS OF
EAST INDIA

elaborately painted idols of Hindu gods and
goddesses are produced for the colourful Durga
Puja festivities. Breathe in the lively atmosphere
at Kolkata market, and join local art collector
Bomti Iyengar at his heritage home for an
evening of Bengali hospitality. Glenburn,
The Penthouse | BL/BD

10 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY

Day 4: Kalimpong. Fly to Bagdogra and
journey overland to Kalimpong. Discover
this bustling bazaar town and hill station on
foot. Mayfair Himalayan Spa Resort | B

From fragrant tea plantations and snow-capped Himalayan peaks to bustling bazaars and
the grandest colonial architecture, discover the hidden wonders of East India. Lose yourself
in the soulful city of Kolkata and venture into striking Sikkim. Delight in Gangtok’s tapestry
of mountain scenery and Buddhist spiritualism. Wander through tea plantations. And make
the train journey of a lifetime on the famous Darjeeling Himalayan Railway.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Immerse yourself in the vibrant city and Bengali
culture of Kolkata
Explore the wondrous world of Darjeeling tea
Witness a glowing sunrise over the world’s third
tallest mountain
Step inside monastic centres of Buddhism and
gain insight to the achievements of Himalayan
mountaineering
Find sanctuary in some of the most atmospheric
hotels in India
42

Day 1: Arrive Kolkata. Welcome to cultured
Kolkata, the capital of West Bengal, and your
elegant hotel. Glenburn, The Penthouse
Days 2-3: Kolkata. Visit the vibrant flower
market then tour colonial Kolkata on foot.
See Dalhousie Square, now known as B.B.D.
Bagh, in the political heart of the city. Admire
the architecture and continue to the revered
Mother Teresa House. Sample Bengali cuisine
over lunch at Oh! Calcutta and roam around
the domed white marble Victoria Memorial
before exploring the Maidan, the city’s largest
urban park. Wander the maze of narrow lanes
in 400-year-old Kumortuli and watch as
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Days 5-6: Gangtok. Venture to ZangDhok-Palri Phodang, the area’s largest
and most beautiful monastery, and admire
rare orchids and cacti in a local nursery.
Later, journey to the capital of Sikkim,
Gangtok, famous for its magnificent views
of Kanchenjunga, the world’s third highest
mountain. Uncover the layers of Buddhist
and Tibetan culture. Begin at the Rumtek
Monastery, the richest monastic centre in
India, housing some of the world’s rarest
and most unique religious artefacts. Move
on to the Namgyal Institute of Tibetology
and lose yourself in a vast collection of rare
manuscripts, statues, tapestries and icons.
Admire the varied and vibrant handicrafts
of local craftsmen, then an afternoon at
leisure. Mayfair Spa Resort & Casino | BL/B

Days 7-9: Darjeeling. Rise early to capture
the glowing sunrise over Kanchenjunga,
soaring 8,598 metres above sea level. After
breakfast, journey through cardamom and ginger
plantations and paddy fields to Darjeeling. The
queen of British colonial hill stations, Darjeeling is
home to almost a quarter of India’s tea production.
Explore the many sites of this remarkable
region, starting at the Ghoom Monastery, with
its colourful prayer flags before continuing on
to the Himalayan Mountaineering Institute,
founded in 1954, just after Edmund Hillary and
Tenzing Norgay first scaled Everest. Visit the
Darjeeling Zoo, home of the Snow Leopard
Breeding Centre. See locals making handicrafts
and carpets at the Tibetan Refugee Centre and
take a ride on the famous small-gauge Darjeeling
Himalayan Railway, or “Toy Train”, to Ghoom, the
world’s second highest railway station. Discover
the secrets of Darjeeling’s tea at Glenburn Tea
Estate on an estate tour. Learn how to care
for the tea bushes, pluck the “two leaves and
a bud”, see the journey of the leaf from farm to
cup, and appreciate the delicate flavours in a
tasting. Glenburn Tea Estate | BD/BLD/BLD
Day 10: Darjeeling – Depart Bagdogra.
Private transfer to Bagdogra Airport for your
onward journey. B

Tea plantation, Darjeeling
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PRICE
From $5,750 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $8,835.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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ESSENTIAL KERALA
9 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
From Kochi’s colonial fort and cantilevered fishing nets to the shimmering backwaters
of Alleppey and fragrant spice plantations, Kerala promises an exotic medley of dreamy
landscapes and unique customs. Immerse yourself in the region’s rich cultural legacy
with vibrant dance and ancient martial arts. Taste the freshness, spice and tropical
flavours of the local cuisine. Drift along sleepy backwaters in a private houseboat and
wander amongst exotic birds, butterflies and elephants.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS

Day 1: Arrive Kochi. Welcome to the historic
and vibrant port city of Kochi (or Cochin), the
oldest European settlement in India. Brunton
Boatyard

a tuk tuk to the Dhobi Khana (laundry station)
and explore the narrow lanes of Mattancherry.
Visit the markets and Jew Town, step inside
the home of a local Brahmin family and take
in a Kathakali performance, one of the oldest
dance forms in the area.
Admire the famous Chinese fishing nets
and watch as the fishermen reveal their catch
before the morning hustle at the fish market.
Have tea at a local chaikadda, then pay a visit
to the Soviet-era communist reading rooms.
Take a ride on the local ferry to Ernakulam,
where you can catch all the action of the local
market and pay a visit to the city’s namesake
temple. This afternoon, relax or delve deeper
with optional activities (additional charge).
Join a local art expert for a walking tour or
ride pillion on a Royal Enfield through local
villages. Brunton Boatyard | B

Days 2-3: Kochi. Experience local life in
Kochi. View the once powerful steam boilers
and ruins of Fort Emmanuel. See the Church
of St Francis and Santa Cruz Basilica. Hop in

Day 4: Periyar National Park. Drive east to
Periyar National Park, a nature lover’s dream.
Discover one of the region’s richest hubs
of biodiversity and a protected reserve for

Explore the harbour town of Kochi, the
captivating “Queen of the Arabian Sea”
Cruise the sleepy Kerala backwaters aboard a
traditional converted kettuvallum
Discover a nature lover’s paradise in Periyar
National Park
Witness Kerala’s ancient martial arts and dance
performances
Breathe in exotic aromas in a traditional spice
plantation

both elephant and tiger. This evening, witness
Kerala’s ancient, and thrilling, martial art form,
Kalaripayattu. Spice Village | BD
Day 5: Periyar National Park. Rise early and
join your expert guide for a nature walk. Look
out for colourful birdlife, elephant, the rare liontailed macaque and even the occasional big
cat. After breakfast, visit a local spice plantation
where exotic aromas will stir your senses. Learn
how to cultivate cinnamon, cardamom, clove,
black pepper, ginger, turmeric, vanilla and
nutmeg. Return to your luxury cottage for time
at leisure. Spice Village | BD
Day 6: Backwaters (Alleppey). Journey
overland to the village of Alleppey, gateway
to the serene backwaters. Board your private
houseboat for an overnight cruise. Float lazily
through the timeless landscape and savour a
delicious feast of Kerala cuisine prepared by
your onboard chef. Houseboat | BLD

Western Ghats
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Days 7-8: Kumarakom. Leave your
houseboat behind and ease into the local pace
of life at Philipkutty’s Farm. Meet the charming
owners and join them in a relaxed demonstration
of traditional Kerala cooking using fresh
produce from the farm and delicate spices. Sit
down for a convivial lunch before continuing to
Kumarakom Lake Resort on the scenic banks
of Lake Vembanad. During your stay enjoy a
full day at leisure, taking part in yoga sessions
or relaxing in your private swimming pool.

Afloat on the Keralan backwaters

Alternatively, choose from the resort’s activity
menu, which includes fishing from a traditional
canoe, a cycling tour of local villages, and a
visit to the Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary, or step
into the extensive Ayurvedic spa and try one of
the many treatments (additional charge, paid
locally). Kumarakom Lake Resort | BL/B
Day 9: Kumarakom – Depart Kochi.
Farewell your Keralan sanctuary and receive
a private transfer to Kochi airport for your
onward journey. B

PRICE

Kumarakom Lake Resort

From $3,265 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $5,630.

Santa Cruz Basilica, Kochi

Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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Tea fields from the air

SRI LANKA BY AIR
9 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Venture deep into the heart of Sri Lanka on this phenomenal journey which
conveniently links key sites and attractions by air saving you time on the road. Trace a
fascinating history from the first century Dambulla cave temple to the colonial streets
of Galle. Head out on safari in search of leopard and elephant. And at the end of each
day, find sanctuary in wondrous accommodation.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Climb to the ancient citadel of Sigiriya
Marvel at the spiritual temple caves of Dambulla
Witness elephants in their natural habitat in
Minneriya National Park

water gardens and climb past the ancient Lion’s
Paws to a steep winding staircase which takes
you up to the top. Pause during your ascent to
admire the mirror wall and the famous Sigiriya
frescoes. Vil Uyana | B

Day 4: Kandy. Rise early for a hot air balloon
ride (Nov-Oct only; additional charge) at
sunrise. Continue to Kandy, the cultural capital,
pausing en route at Dambulla, an important
Buddhist cave complex resplendent with
frescoes. In Kandy, witness an auspicious
offering at the famous Temple of the Sacred
Tooth, said to house one of Buddha’s
teeth. Kings Pavilion | B
Days 5-6: Yala National Park. Fly to
Hambantota on the south coast and continue
overland to your eco-camp on the border of
Yala National Park. Embark on an evening safari
drive and discover firsthand why this wildlife
park is a haven for nature lovers. Led by your
expert tracker, capture memorable sightings of
magnificent animals, including leopard, sloth and

Join pilgrims at the Temple of the Sacred Tooth
Search for Sri Lankan leopards on safari
Day 1: Arrive Negombo. Ayubowan and
welcome to Sri Lanka with VIP Fast Track
arrival services. The Wallawwa
Days 2-3: Sigiriya. Fly to Sigiriya and drive
to your luxury hotel. This afternoon, journey
to Minneriya National Park, within Sri Lanka’s
elephant corridor, for prime elephant sightings
on a game drive. Explore the magnificent
rock fortress of Sigiriya, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Wander through picturesque
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Vil Uyana, Sigiriya

elephant, in their natural habitat. Return to camp
for sundowners followed by dinner.
Rise early for an early morning game drive,
and see the park come to life with animals
and birdlife. As well as the thriving leopard,
elephant and sloth population, some 200
different bird species make this park their
home. Return to camp for breakfast and a day
at leisure, before another thrilling safari drive
at dusk. Kulu Safari Yala | BLD
Day 7: Galle. Experience a nearby cattle
farm and rice paddy fields for a glimpse into
local life. Then, leave the wilds and head along
the south coast to Galle. Settle into your hotel
before a tour of the historic city. Discover a
unique blend of the exotic and colonial in this
UNESCO World Heritage site. Uncover the
fascinating architectural legacies of Portuguese
and Dutch settlers alongside traditional Sri
Lankan structures. Stroll through the Galle Fort
and learn about the Dutch East India Company
that operated from within, visit the Maritime
Museum, the Old Dutch Reformed Church,
Sun and Moon bastions, and more. As sunset
approaches, climb the ramparts and sip a
refreshing cup of Ceylon tea — or something
stronger — with magnificent views. Return to
your hotel within the walls of the famous historic
fort and enjoy sundowners. Amangalla | B
Day 8: Galle. Spend your day exploring at
your own pace. Let your chauffeur guide show
you the sights. Go whale and dolphin watching

Galle Fort

on a private speed boat, explore the fascinating
villages surrounding Galle on a guided bicycle
ride or unwind on the beach at Unawatuna
(additional charges). Amangalla | B
Day 9: Galle – Depart Negombo. A private
transfer to the airport for your onward journey. B

DAMBULLA

2

INDIAN
OCEAN

SIGIRIYA

SRI LANKA
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SEA
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PRICE
From $6,445 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $9,795.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.

Yala National Park

MINNERIYA
NATIONAL PARK

YALA
NATIONAL PARK

START

1

NIGHTS
AIR
ROAD

2

2

GALLE

HAMBANTOTA

AKP supported project:
Project Leopard

Stilt fisherman of the south coast
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SERENDIPITOUS
SRI LANKA

JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Marvel at the myriad World Heritage sites in the
Cultural Triangle
Join pilgrims making auspicious offerings at the
Sacred Tooth Relic
Pedal through the ancient city of Anuradhapura

12 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Immerse yourself in the beauty of Sri Lanka, an island of lush jungle and paddy fields, tea
plantations and rock temples. Your discovery reveals idyllic Colombo, the magnificent
rock-top fortress of Sigiriya, Kandy’s Temple of the Tooth and the spiritual Buddhist cave
temples of Dambulla. Taste a whirl of local flavours. Find your home-from-home in a
colonial-style tea planter’s bungalow and seek out leopard and sloth bear in the wild.

Discover mouth-watering cuisine and Bawa’s
rich architectural heritage in Colombo
Hike to the top of the ancient Sigiriya fortress
Day 1: Arrive Colombo. Ayubowan and a VIP
welcome to Colombo. Uga Residence
Day 2: Colombo. Head out to uncover an
architectural wonder at Colombo Residence No.
11, former home of renowned Sri Lankan architect
Geoffrey Bawa. Discover his sophisticated sense
of style and artistic flair as you wander through
the home. Meet with a curator at a gallery
featuring works by leading and emerging artists.
Continue to Barefoot Gallery and appreciate the
important contribution that it has made on art and
fabric design. This evening, a journey of culinary
discovery and a chance to sample a unique
fusion of Indian, Malay, Dutch and Portuguese
flavours. Uga Residence | B

Sigiriya Rock Fortress
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Days 3-5: Anuradhapura. Drive north to the
Cultural Triangle. Pause at Dambulla, Sri Lanka’s
greatest cave-temple complex, dating back to
the first century BC and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Continue to Anuradhapura,

Days 6-7: Kandy. Journey to the magnificent
rock fortress of Sigiriya, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Wander through picturesque
gardens, past pools and fountains and climb 200
metres up to the top. Pause during your ascent
to admire the mirror wall and the famous Sigiriya
frescoes. Enjoy a homecooked lunch with a local
farmer before continuing to the cultural capital,
Kandy. Witness auspicious offerings at the
famous Temple of the Tooth, and enjoy a leisurely
exploration of the city highlights, including the
historic Kandy Lake, and bustling markets. You
may also choose to visit the Royal Botanical
Gardens with its collection of more than 4000
plants (additional charge). Be entertained
by unique music and traditional dance at a
Kandyan cultural show and meet the dancers
backstage. Kings Pavilion | BL/B

Picking tea leaves, Hatton

another of Sri Lanka’s UNESCO World
Heritage Sites and check into your luxury ecoresort. Influenced by Buddhism, Anuradhapura
was once the capital, and most important, of
the ancient Sinhalese kingdoms. Explore this
extraordinary site by bike and along the way
sample tropical fruits and receive a blessing at
the sacred Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi, the world’s
oldest recorded tree. Venture to the largest of
the country’s wildlife zones, Wilpattu National
Park. Embark on a game drive keeping your
camera handy for elephant, spotted deer,
barking deer, wild boar, buffalo, an array of
wetland birds and, with luck, sloth bear and
leopard. Enjoy sundowners with a view across
an ancient water tank. Ulagalla Resort | BL/B/B

Days 8-10: Hill Country (Dickoya). Ride one
of the most scenic railways though the highlands
to the hill station of Hatton. Roll past emerald tea
estates and find your home at Ceylon Tea Trails, a
cluster of colonial-era planters’ bungalows. Enter
the wonderful world of tea on a tour through tea
country. Learn about the process from field to
factory and sample some prized beverages at a
special high tea. Also enjoy a day at leisure to fully
experience your luxury accommodation indulging
in wonderful food and wine. Alternatively, explore
more of the tea estate by bike or on foot. Ceylon
Tea Trails | BD/BLD/BLD

The Golden Temple of Dambulla

Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.

WILPATTU
NATIONAL PARK

Day 11: Negombo. Journey back to Colombo
and your boutique hotel close to the beaches of
Negombo. The Wallawwa | B
Day 12: Depart Negombo. Private transfer to
the airport for your onward journey. B

SIGIRIYA
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COLOMBO
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2
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Traditional performers, Kandy
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PRICE
From $6,725 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $10,295.

3

YALA
NATIONAL PARK

TANGALLE

Ulagalla Resort, Anuradhapura
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THE MALDIVES

Explore the Indian Ocean with a selection of A&K’s favourite hideaways.

THE MALDIVES
Tropical islands with swaying palm trees, pure white beaches and brilliant turquoise waters. Lying off the southern tip of India, this
slender chain of coral islands is a playground of vast lagoons in infinite shades of blue and turquoise, and dazzling underwater
gardens. Arriving in the Maldives you’ll enter a world of sheer relaxation. The powdery sand and crystal-clear waters stretch out to
the horizon. It’s a place where time seems to stand still and where, at day’s end, you’ll gaze at some of the finest sunsets on Earth.

ONE&ONLY REETHI RAH

BAROS

The epitome of luxury, all-villa resort One&Only Reethi Rah is
surrounded by crystal-clear ocean and endless white sand coves with
breathtaking sea views. Gourmet dining choices abound, with an
alfresco organic eatery, Asian, French and Italian-inspired restaurants
and modern Japanese fare. Wellness features include the sea-facing spa
with revitalising face and body treatments, vitality pools and tennis courts.
There is a kids’ club and a variety of water sports including diving, deepsea fishing, parasailing and snorkelling.

Turquoise waters lap at white-sand shores and towering palms rustle
overhead. Welcome to Baros, a natural paradise with a lush island
canopy, and 69 decadently appointed villas with breathtaking views of
the gorgeous gardens and surrounding ocean. Rise early for a morning
yoga session, embark on a sandbank picnic, or dive into the underwater
landscapes. Visit the Lighthouse, the resort’s signature restaurant, for
flavoursome fare and light jazz accompanied by spectacular views of the
dazzling Indian Ocean.
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COMO COCOA ISLAND

MILAIDHOO ISLAND

Floating elegantly on sparkling shallow lagoon waters, the timber
dhonis and villas of COMO Cocoa Island offer luxurious private
accommodation. Set between the renowned diving of the Kandooma
Channel and sheltered snorkelling from the shallows nearby the house
reef, the stylish suites and villas are linked by a timber walkway to a private
island. Here you will find the COMO Shambhala Retreat Spa, a gourmet
restaurant, swimming pool, all-day lounge and watersports centre.

An emerald drop wrapped in soft white sands, surrounded by a vibrant
coral reef, and hidden in the heart of a UNESCO biosphere reserve,
Milaidhoo is an island paradise. Dine in Ba’theli — a docked, locally-made
cargo boat in the lagoon, watch dolphins play in the turquoise ocean or
simply relax on your private sundeck. Avid divers will rejoice at the marine
life in nearby reefs and honeymooners will be entranced by the spectacular
sunsets and incomparable ocean views.

SONEVA JANI

SONEVA FUSHI

Soneva Jani encompasses a collection of water villas and island sanctuaries
set within a calm lagoon of crystal-clear waters, fringed by pristine beaches
and blanketed in lush tropical greenery. Spread across five islands in the
Noonu Atoll, there are multiple villa styles to choose from and seven
dining locations to satisfy even the most discerning gourmand. The hotel’s
incredible amenities include a spa, library, the first Maldivian overwater
observatory, outdoor cinema screenings, gym, and kids’ club, ensuring a
truly luxurious holiday for all.

Fringed by white sand beaches shelving gently into a crystal-clear
lagoon, the 57 elegantly appointed villas of Soneva Fushi offer a
truly luxurious escape. Explore the underwater world as you drift
among colourful corals and vibrant tropical fish. Indulge in the regular
sandbank cocktail party, and the on-site Fresh in the Garden Restaurant,
with feasts of local produce, and informative cooking classes. As night
falls, marvel at astronomical wonders at Ever Soneva So Celestial, the
resort’s own observatory.
130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU
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Sundowners in the desert of Jaisalmer, India

MORE

Extend your journey, and deepen your
appreciation of the region.
JAISALMER, INDIA
Standing amidst the expanse of the Great Thar
Desert, this sand-coloured citadel was once
an important defence and trade town. Now
a World Heritage Site, it is crowned by the
800-year-old Jaisalmer Fort perched on a
ridge of yellow sandstone. Explore the narrow
lanes of this living fort, and the treasures that
lie beyond, including the palace, the intricately
carved merchant houses and several ornate
Jain temples.

Wellness experience, Rishikesh, India
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MINDFULNESS IN THE HIMALAYAS, INDIA
Rest and spiritually recharge in the tranquil
Himalayan foothills of northern India close to the
cities of Haridwar and Rishikesh. Experience an
integration of traditional Ayurveda, Yoga and
Vedanta with international wellness experiences,
fitness and healthy organic cuisine to restore
balance and harmony.

INDIA & SRI L ANK A
KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK, INDIA
Encounter a wilderness rich in natural beauty and
rare animals at Kaziranga National Park. Located
in Assam, in India’s far east, the park is an incredible
story of conservation success. Where once
there were only a handful of Indian one-horned
rhinoceros, it is now home to more than two-thirds
of the world’s population, as well as Bengal tiger,
elephant, and an extraordinary variety of birds.
HAMPI, INDIA
Unveil the enchanting tales of a once-forgotten
city. The 600-year-old Vijayanagara kingdom
of Hampi, located in Karnataka, was once
one of the largest cities in the world. Now
the ruins of its ancient palaces and temples
lie in a lunar landscape of boulders waiting
to be discovered. Ramble through the ruins
uncovering fascinating tales from South India’s
largest, wealthiest and most powerful kingdom.
Then, venture into the rugged hills beyond to
explore the living cultures of today.

One-horned rhinoceros, Kaziranga, India

GOA & SOUTH INDIA
A kaleidoscopic blend of Indian and Portuguese
cultures, sweetened with sun, sea, sand, and
spirituality, Goa is India’s pocket-sized paradise.
Explore the south of the subcontinent, with
breathtaking scenery, exquisite architecture,
sacred temples and exotic beaches. Don’t miss
the fabulous shopping and French influences
of enchanting Puducherry or the religious and
culinary traditions that thrive in charming Chennai.
SOUTH COAST, SRI LANKA
Unwind on Sri Lanka’s glorious south coast where
dazzling white curves of sand fringe a turquoise
sea. Choose an elegant beach resort in Tangalle
or Weligama, resting beneath swaying palm trees,
with the surf crashing beyond. Visit a cinnamon
plantation, wake for dawn yoga and dine on fresh
seafood and vibrant Sri Lankan flavours.

Kapaleeshwarar Temple, Chennai, South India

Hampi, India

Stilt fishermen, Weligama, Sri Lanka
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Butter lamps, Paro, Bhutan
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BHUTAN & NEPAL
Experience a world where sky and land intertwine, monasteries
cling to mountainsides, and earthly cares grow more distant than
the lost horizon.

Annapurna

NEPAL
Pokhara

Bharatpur
Royal Chitwan N.P.

Kathmandu
Dhulikhel

Long sheltered from foreign influences,
the mountain kingdom of Bhutan has a
mystical beauty and wonderful unspoilt
landscapes. Its unique way of life and
timeless traditions are remarkably
untouched from the influences of the 21st
century. Sacred mountains soar above
rural villages, age-old fortresses guard
mountain passes and colourful prayer
flags flutter over Buddhist shrines and
monasteries. It was only in 1974 that it
opened its pristine doors to just a few
thousand tourists each year. A totally
Buddhist kingdom, the people are
proud and happy and the scenery and
architecture overwhelming.
With its majestic mountain scenery,
deep-rooted spirituality and timeworn
temples and towns, Nepal is a destination
that will excite, delight, intrigue and

BHUTAN
Punakha
Thimphu
Bumthang
Paro

educate even the most seasoned traveller.
Containing more of the world’s highest
mountains than any other country, Nepal
is dominated by the soaring peaks of the
Himalaya. The Annapurna Range is a
mecca for walkers while, for the serious
trekker, tranquil Pokhara in the foothills
of sacred Mt. Machapuchare affords
access to three of the world’s ten highest
peaks, all within a mere 50 kilometres.
The staggering beauty of the region is a
powerful draw for those looking for peace,
solitude and a gentler pace. Explore the
forests of Chitwan National Park and
you may be rewarded with glimpses of
endangered species like the Bengal tiger,
one-horned rhinoceros, leopard and
sloth bear. And find inner serenity away
from Kathmandu’s bustling streets, in the
ancient temples of Durbar Square at dusk.

DISCOVER BHUTAN AND NEPAL ON A
JOURNEY MADE JUST FOR YOU
The following suggested journeys, recommended places to visit and extraordinary
experiences are just a taste of what you can see and do across this region. Please visit
www.abercrombiekent.com.au to find more inspiration for your next unforgettable
journey, or contact our Travel Specialists who will work with you to create a memorable
bespoke journey.
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SEE

Some of the region’s foremost sights
and locations.
PARO VALLEY, BHUTAN
Surrounded by snow-covered mountains and
pine forests, the dramatic Paro Valley is an
historical hotspot with over 150 temples and
monasteries, including the iconic Taktsang
(Tiger’s Nest) Monastery, as well as the
imposing Rinpung Dzong.
THIMPHU, BHUTAN
Bhutan’s capital city of Thimphu is a fascinating
blend of the old and the new, with chortens,
temples and traditional architectural styles
giving the city a wonderful structural harmony
amidst the modernity of restaurants, shopping
centres, nightclubs and cafés.

Rinpung Dzong, Paro, Bhutan

PUNAKHA VALLEY, BHUTAN
Punakha’s picturesque green valley is entirely
dominated by the 17th century Punakha Dzong,
a vast walled monastery set at the confluence
of two rivers. Other highlights include Chimi
Lhakhang, and the incredible valley views from
Khamsum Yulley Namgyal Chorten.
BUMTHANG, BHUTAN
Bumthang is widely considered the spiritual
heartland of Bhutan. It was here that Guru
Rinpoche first introduced Buddhism to the
country. This richly fertile region, brimming with
rice fields and apple groves, is renowned for
its natural beauty, and is dotted with over 100
monasteries, temples, and historic palaces,
some dating back to the 7th century.

Thimphu Valley, Bhutan

Punakha Dzong, Bhutan
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Traditional house, Bumthang, Bhutan

BHUTAN & NEPAL

Swayambhunath Stupa, Kathmandu, Nepal

Mount Manaslu, Himalaya, Nepal

THE HIMALAYA, NEPAL
Containing more of the world’s highest
mountains than any other country, Nepal is
dominated by the soaring peaks of the Himalaya.
The Annapurna Range is a mecca for walkers,
whilst serious trekkers beat the path up to
Everest Base Camp and beyond. However you
don’t have to be a mountaineer to appreciate
Nepal’s mountainous beauty.

Phewa Lake, Pokhara, Nepal

KATHMANDU & THE VALLEY, NEPAL
Nestled in the Kathmandu Valley at an altitude
of 1,400 metres, Kathmandu is the Nepalese
capital and a gateway to the Himalaya and
the Annapurna range. The city has more
World Heritage-listed sites than any other in
the world and the fertile Kathmandu Valley is
full of sacred spots and medieval villages like
Bhaktapur and Patan.

POKHARA, NEPAL
Tranquil and picturesque Pokhara is located in
the foothills of sacred Mt. Machapuchare, and
is the starting point for a number of popular
mountain treks, including the Annapurna
circuit. The beauty of the region is a powerful
draw for those looking for peace, solitude
and a gentler pace, as well as adventurers
interested in trekking, kayaking and rafting.

130 0 851 8 0 0 | ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM . AU

57

Masked performer, Paro Tsechu, Bhutan

DO

Exceptional activities curated by
A&K’s travel experts.
ATTEND A TSECHU FESTIVAL, BHUTAN
Your departure may be timed to coincide
with a Tsechu (Buddhist festival), one of the
best ways to experience the ancient living
culture of Bhutan. Local people gather in a
spirit of festivity, celebration and deep faith to
honour Guru Rinpoche, the saint who brought
Buddhism to Bhutan.
ARCHER FOR A DAY, BHUTAN
Archery is the national sport of Bhutan and
is celebrated all over the kingdom. You can
experience it for yourself, the real Bhutanese
way, during an exclusive archery session.
Attended by a master archer, line up your bow
and release the arrow watching it fly towards
the target. Exhilarating.
OBSERVE A BLESSING CEREMONY,
BHUTAN
Visit a monastery where monks perform daily
prayers in homage to the Buddha. You will
receive blessings from a monk, and participate
in a butter lamp lighting ceremony. The light
from the flame symbolises the wisdom of the
awakened mind, dispelling darkness, making it
one of the most powerful offerings.
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Bhutanese archery

Blessing ceremony, Bhutan

BHUTAN & NEPAL

Chitwan National Park, Nepal

Tiger’s Nest, Paro, Bhutan

HIKE TO TIGER’S NEST, BHUTAN
Lace up your boots for one of the world’s most
scenic hikes — a trek to the cliffside monastery
of Taktsang, considered to be one of the most
venerated places of pilgrimage in the Himalaya.
Also known as the “Tiger’s Nest,” this mistshrouded enclave clings to a rocky mountain
face over 900 metres above Bhutan’s Paro
valley. While the hike is steep in stretches, the
pace is relaxed and the trail rich with discovery.
VIEW MOUNT EVEREST BY
HELICOPTER, NEPAL
Experience a rare, fascinating opportunity
to gain a birds-eye view of the legendary
Himalaya on a one-hour mountain flight. Taking
off from Kathmandu Airport, the flight soars
above clouds, offering an incredible vista of
some of the world’s highest snow-capped
peaks, glaciers and gorges, and of course
Everest, a must-see landmark in Nepal, and at
8,848 metres, the highest and most majestic
peak in the world.

GO ON SAFARI IN CHITWAN
NATIONAL PARK, NEPAL
Nepal’s most famous wildlife reserve,
Chitwan National Park is also a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Jeep safaris with skilled
rangers reveal rare animals, such as the
endangered one-horned rhino, Bengal tiger,
Indian elephant, sloth bear and over 550
bird varieties.

Annapurna foothills trek, Nepal

TREK THE ANNAPURNA FOOTHILLS,
NEPAL
Discover the magic of the Himalaya on a trek
through the Annapurna foothills. Walk from
lodge to lodge, taking your time to breathe in
the immense panoramas. Gaze upon some
of the highest peaks in the world, and get a
fascinating glimpse into the life of the Gurungs,
also known as Gurkhas.

Mount Everest, Nepal
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STAY

Our preferred accommodation choices
hand-picked for you.
TAJ TASHI, THIMPHU, BHUTAN
Nestled in the heart of the Thimphu Valley is
magnificent Taj Tashi. Here, dzong architecture
and modern luxury blend to create a unique hotel
experience. Hand-drawn Buddhist murals and
breathtaking views surprise at every turn. Elegant
guestrooms and suites provide the perfect
sanctuary in which to relax during your stay. Meet
new friends over drinks in Ara bar, dine at one of
the hotel’s four restaurants, or experience one of
many treatments at the Jiva Spa.
COMO UMA PARO, BHUTAN
COMO Uma Paro is an intimate luxury resort
hidden away in a serene forest in the culturallyrich Paro Valley. Blending local artisanship
with COMO’s contemporary style, the resort
features 20 excellently appointed rooms and
private, cottage-sized villas. The resort boasts
the exceptional COMO Shambhala Retreat,
the yurt-shaped Bukhari restaurant, and the
elegant Uma Bar for all-day dining.
AMANKORA PUNAKHA, BHUTAN
Cross a suspension bridge over the Mo
Chhu River to find luxury and serenity in
Amankora, Punakha. The lodge marries the
luxury and convenience of well-appointed
private residences featuring spacious and airy
bedrooms and living rooms with king size beds,
window seats, en suite bathroom and traditional
wood burners. Other features include an
infinity pool, wellness spa, a restaurant and an
outdoor dining terrace.

Taj Tashi, Thimphu, Bhutan

Como Uma Paro, Bhutan

Amankora Punakha, Bhutan
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BHUTAN & NEPAL

Dwarika’s Hotel, Kathmandu, Nepal

DWARIKA’S HOTEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL
Dwarika’s Hotel is a fine example of Nepali
architecture with intricate wood and terracotta
detail produced by the finest craftsmen in
the country. If you are an avid foodie, the
restaurants here will not disappoint, most of
the ingredients come from the hotel’s organic
farm. We recommend a visit to the library at the
hotel, full of interesting books and a splendid
place to sit back and relax after an exhilarating
day taking in vibrant Kathmandu.
TAJ MEGHAULI SERAI, CHITWAN
NATIONAL PARK, NEPAL
Situated on the banks of the River Rapti in the
renowned Chitwan National Park, Meghauli Serai
is a luxury haven in the wilderness. Contemporary
Meghauli rooms come with a balcony while the
more spacious Rapti Villas boast private plunge
pools, and both offer great views of the river.
Enjoy local style barbecues or private outdoor
dining experiences, relax by the infinity swimming
pool, or spend time in the private machan over the
river, and let the wildlife come to you.
THE PAVILIONS HIMALAYAS RESORT,
POKHARA, NEPAL
The Pavilions is a truly eco-sensitive luxury
boutique resort nestled beside a small river in a
secluded rural valley with spectacular views of
the Annapurna range. All villas feature a private
terrace, claw-footed bathtub, large rain shower
and an outdoor Nepali shower. Nepalese textiles
and artworks, and a fireplace, complete the luxe
experience. You can join treks and wildlife drives
with the naturalists or soothe weary muscles in the
infinity pool and state-of-the-art spa.

Taj Meghauli Serai, Chitwan National Park, Nepal

The Pavilions Himalayas Resort, Pokhara, Nepal
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BHUTAN: LAND OF THE
THUNDER DRAGON
8 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Venture into the eastern Himalaya to one of the last untouched bastions of ancient
civilisation, Bhutan. A place where mountain legends, quiet spirituality and dramatic snowcapped vistas await. Step inside mountaintop monasteries and experience the wonders of
Buddhist spirituality. Trek through emerald valleys surrounded by soaring peaks and glacial
rivers. And explore the rich culture of the local community, unchanged for centuries.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Hike to the breathtaking “Tiger’s Nest” Monastery
Explore museums, chortens and markets in
Bhutan’s pretty capital, Thimphu
Visit the Shrine of the Divine Madman in
Punakha
Cross the spectacular Dochu La Pass offering a
panoramic view of the high Himalaya
Meet local families and Buddhist monks for an
insight into their ancient culture
Day 1: Arrive Paro – Thimphu. Tashi Delek
and welcome to Bhutan. Later, visit the Memorial
Chorten, a large Tibetan-style Buddhist
monastery designed to be the most visible
religious structure in Thimphu. Taj Tashi | LD
Day 2: Thimphu. Step inside a monastery
to watch monks chanting their daily prayers.
Receive a blessing and experience Bhutan’s
spirituality in a butter lamp lighting ceremony.
Delve into the country’s past at the National
Library. Visit the Folk Heritage Museum and
the National Institute of Traditional Medicine.

Continue to the National Textile Museum and
Handicraft Emporium. Finally, visit the Tashichho
Dzong (fortress). Taj Tashi | BLD
Day 3: Punakha. Journey east over the
spectacular Dochu La Pass (3,140 metres).
Breathe in the most enchanting views before
continuing into the green vales of Punakha. Take
a short hike to Chimi Lhakhang, the temple
of the Divine Madman. See the stunning 17th
century Punakha Dzong, the second largest in
Bhutan. Amankora, Punakha | BLD
Day 4: Punakha. Take a hike through pine
forests to Khamsum Yulley Namgyal Chorten,
set on a beautiful ridge above the Punakha
valley. This fine example of Bhutanese
architecture and artistic traditions was built by
Bhutan’s Queen Mother. Enjoy an afternoon
at leisure. If you’re feeling adventurous,
take a rafting trip at Pho Chhu (additional
charge). Amankora, Punakha | BLD

Later, enjoy Bhutanese hospitality when you
are welcomed into a colourful farmhouse.
Sip tea with the locals and take part in the
cherished ritual of hanging prayer flags to
send Buddhist blessings through the winds at
Kyichu Lhakhang. Built in the seventh century
to subdue a demoness who prevented the
spread of Buddhism, it is one of Bhutan’s oldest
religious sites. COMO Uma Paro | BLD

Day 5: Paro. Journey overland to Paro and
see the impressive Paro Dzong, perhaps the
finest in Bhutan. Cross a wooden bridge over
the river and continue to an ancient watchtower
which now houses the National Museum.

Day 6: Paro. Rise early for an unforgettable
hike to Taktsang Monastery (the Tiger’s Nest).
Clinging to sheer granite cliffs high above the
valley floor, this seemingly impregnable fortress
is truly magnificent. Spend the day among the
monks at this sacred pilgrimage site, where the
great tantric mystic Guru Rinpoche is believed
to have flown on the back of a tiger to bring the
teachings of the Buddhist Dharma to Bhutan.
This evening, try your skills at Bhutan’s national
sport on the resort’s archery field. Alternatively,
take a traditional Bhutanese hot stone bath
for the perfect end to your day’s adventures
(additional charge). COMO Uma Paro | BLD

COMO Uma Paro terrace view
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Day 7: Paro. Head along the inspiring route
to Chele La Pass (3, 810 metres) and take in
spectacular views of the sacred Jhomolhari
and Jitchu Drake mountains. Continue over
the pass into the Haa Valley, also known as
“Hidden-Land Rice Valley”. Perhaps the most
picturesque area in Bhutan, this valley is home to
minority villages with traditional animist beliefs.
Learn to cook traditional Bhutanese food from

Taktsang Monastery, Paro

Monk with thunderbolt and bell

Archery, Bhutan’s national sport

Young boy and grandmother

the executive chef. Uncover the secrets to the
fermented yak cheese and chilli dish known
as ema datshi, a yak milk yogurt called dau,
Bhutanese buckwheat noodles and momo yak
dumplings. COMO Uma Paro | BLD
Day 8: Depart Paro. Farewell this enchanting
kingdom and transfer privately to the airport for
your onward journey. B

PRICE
From $12,150 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $18,425.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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IMAGES OF NEPAL

JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS

11 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY

Enjoy sundowners overlooking the stunning
Bouddhanath Stupa

Raw, spiritual and extraordinary: a journey through Nepal is unparalleled. Wind through
Kathmandu’s medieval old town and join the flurry of pilgrims circling its most sacred
temples. Drive through Chitwan National Park in search of the one-horned rhino and
tiger. Journey to Himalayan villages to see mountain life. And inhale the sheer enormity
of a majestic landscape that will get your heart racing.

Soak up the cultural heritage of the Kathmandu
Valley and its UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Drink in the sunrise over the Annapurna range
Seek out rare wildlife in Chitwan National Park
Find sanctuary in Nepal’s most luxurious resorts
Day 1: Arrive Kathmandu. Welcome to
the ever-surprising capital of Nepal and
transfer privately to your exquisite hotel. This
evening, embark on a culinary journey at
Krishnarpan, the Nepali speciality restaurant at
Dwarika’s. Dwarika’s Hotel | D

Novice Buddhist monks, Bhaktapur
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Day 2: Kathmandu. Rise early for your first
real glimpse of Nepal’s mountain magnificence
on a fixed wing or helicopter mountain flight
(additional charge) dominated by the world’s
highest mountain, Everest. After breakfast, climb
the 400 steps to Swayambhunath, the oldest
shrine in the world. Later, head to the temple
of Pashupatinath, on the banks of the sacred
Bagmati River. Continue to the imposing 14th
century Bouddhanath Stupa, one of the holiest
of Nepal’s Buddhist sites. Meet a local artisan for
a fascinating insight into Buddhism and Thangka
paintings. Enjoy sundowners overlooking the
stupa. Dwarika’s Hotel | B

Day 5: Dhulikhel. Wake to spectacular sunrise
views over the Himalayan ranges. Embark on
a morning hike through rural hamlets, forests
and rice paddies to Balthali village. Enjoy true
Nepalese hospitality in a village home for lunch.
Explore your way this afternoon, with a choice of
activities on a walking trail or at a local organic
farm. Dwarika’s Resort | BLD
Day 6: Chitwan National Park. Return
to Kathmandu, fly to Bharatpur and take the
scenic drive to Chitwan National Park, Nepal’s
most famous wildlife reserve. Arrive at your
safari lodge beside the Rapti river and take a
canoe trip in search of rhino, gharial and exotic
birdlife. Meghauli Serai – A Taj Safari Lodge | BLD
Day 7: Chitwan National Park. Embark on
a half day jeep safari accompanied by your
own highly-skilled ranger. Get up close to rare
animals, such as the endangered one horned
rhino, Bengal tiger, Indian elephant, sloth
bear and over 550 varieties of birds. Later
this afternoon, head out on a guided jungle
walk. Meghauli Serai – A Taj Safari Lodge | BLD
Bouddhanath Stupa, Kathmandu

Day 3: Kathmandu. Treat your tastebuds to
a culinary surprise in a local home and learn
the secret behind some favourite Nepalese
dishes. Continue to Patan and discover an
ancient city of arts and architecture. Visit
Durbar Square with its palaces, shrines and
temples bustling with flower sellers, pilgrims
and orange-clad sadhus and the Patan
Museum. Dwarika’s Hotel | BL
Day 4: Dhulikhel. Travel to Dhulikhel, pausing
on the way at Bhaktapur, an enchanting 9th
century fortified town in the Kathmandu Valley.
Find your luxurious sanctuary in Dwarika’s
Resort and relax. Dwarika’s Resort | BD

Day 8: Pokhara. Fly to Pokhara, an
enchanting town in the foothills of magnificent
Mt Machapuchare. Visit the nearby Tibetan
Refugee Camp and continue to your riverside
accommodation. The Pavilions Himalayas
Resort | BD
Day 9: Pokhara. Rise early for a breathtaking
sunrise over the Annapurna range. Rest of the
day at leisure. Stroll through Pokhara’s maze of
markets and soak up the views of peaceful Lake
Phewa at one of the many cafés. The Pavilions
Himalayas Resort | B
Day 10: Kathmandu. Fly to Kathmandu where
the rest of the day is at leisure. Dwarika’s Hotel | B
Day 11: Depart Kathmandu. Transfer privately
to the airport for your onward journey. B

Greater one horned rhinoceros, Chitwan National Park

Phewa Lake, Pokhara

PRICE
From $8,615 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $13,820.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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Local fisherman, Inle Lake, Myanmar
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SOUTHEAST ASIA
The countries of southeast Asia are inextricably linked
geographically, climatically and spiritually. Yet each has its
own particular identity, culture and history.
Hanoi
Bagan
MYANMAR LAOS
Halong Bay
Luang Prabang
Chiang Rai
VIETNAM
Vientiane
Hue
Yangon THAILAND
Hoi An
SOUTH CHINA
Siem Reap
SEA
Bangkok
CAMBODIA
Phnom Penh
INDIAN
Ho Chi Minh City
OCEAN
Koh Samui
Phuket

Ambon

INDONESIA
Jakarta
Bali

With a complex history spanning six
centuries, Cambodia’s greatest legacy
is the extraordinary temple complex of
Angkor. Beyond the temples, discover laid
back village life, a thriving handicraft scene
and a handful of luxe seaside resorts.
Traversed by the Mekong River, Laos is still
relatively unexplored and retains a sleepy
Far East charm. There are World Heritage
sites aplenty, hill tribe settlements, a rich
Buddhist culture and temples galore.
Authentic and unspoiled, Myanmar is
one of the great destinations in southeast
Asia. See gold-spired temples, the majestic
Irrawaddy, dreamy landscapes, sparkling
lakes and charming villages.

Komodo

One of southeast Asia’s friendliest
destinations, Thailand is blessed with
breathtaking scenery, beaches, mountains,
a vibrant culture, hill tribes, great shopping
and a tantalising cuisine.
With a tropical climate, ancient culture, a
mouth-watering cuisine, fascinating village
life plus great shopping and beaches,
Vietnam is a world in one country.
Made up of a chain of volcanic islands in
the world’s largest archipelago, Indonesia
is a treasure trove of cultural riches,
tropical jungles, sandy beaches, surf and
extraordinary marine attractions.

DISCOVER SOUTHEAST ASIA ON A JOURNEY
MADE JUST FOR YOU
The following suggested journeys, recommended places to visit and extraordinary
experiences are just a taste of what you can see and do across this region. Please visit
www.abercrombiekent.com.au to find more inspiration for your next unforgettable
journey, or contact our Travel Specialists who will work with you to create a memorable
bespoke journey.
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Hoi An, Vietnam

SEE

Some of the region’s foremost
sights and locations.

Halong Bay, Vietnam

HOI AN, VIETNAM
This charming historic waterside town, a
major southeast Asian trading post in the 16th
and 17th centuries, is a living museum and
UNESCO World Heritage site. Roam the
cobbled streets, peruse lively market stalls,
admire the Japanese covered bridge and
unlock culinary secrets at a cooking school.
HALONG BAY, VIETNAM
Marked by towering limestone karsts, waveeroded grottoes and over 3,000 forested islets,
Vietnam’s hauntingly beautiful Halong Bay brims
with hidden coves, secluded caves, captivating
national parks and pristine beaches — all just
waiting to be discovered.

Temples of Angkor, Cambodia
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TEMPLES OF ANGKOR, CAMBODIA
Ramble through the ancient ruins of the
mighty Khmer civilisation, whose 900-yearold temples and structures are some of the
most remarkable architectural and artistic
accomplishments from the ancient world.
Marvel at Angkor Wat, the jungle temple of Ta
Prohm and the creative genius of the Bayon.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Luang Prabang, Laos

LUANG PRABANG, LAOS
Perched beside the fast-flowing waters of
the Mekong River amidst the mountains
and forest of northern Laos, Luang Prabang
exudes a distinctly spiritual vibe. Laid back and
quintessentially southeast Asian, this former
capital and colony offers visitors an authentic
glimpse into a quickly fading era.

Swe Taw Myat Buddha Tooth Relic Pagoda, Yangon, Myanmar

YANGON, MYANMAR
Yangon (formerly Rangoon) is the largest city
in Myanmar, as well as its commercial and
intellectual epicentre. Replete with golden
pagodas, colonial-era buildings, tree-lined
boulevards, timeworn mansions and vintage
boutiques, the city’s unique character sparkles
at every turn.

IRRAWADDY RIVER, MYANMAR
The timeless Irrawaddy River, which rises in
the Himalaya and flows more than 2,000
kilometres to the Indian Ocean, reveals a life
unchanged over centuries. Villages and cities
along the banks shelter temples, pagodas and
monasteries, and in the rural areas bullock carts
and elephants complete the tableau.

Irrawaddy River, Myanmar
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Balloons over Bagan, Myanmar
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SOUTHEAST ASIA

DO

Exceptional activities curated by
A&K’s travel experts.
DAWN BALLOON RIDE OVER BAGAN,
MYANMAR
Float gently over the vast gilded stupas of
Bagan as the breaking dawn illuminates the
winding Irrawaddy. With thousands of temples,
stupas and pagodas passing below, your aerial
vantage point reveals far more than can ever be
seen on foot.
BACI WELCOME CEREMONY, LAOS
Celebrate your arrival in Luang Prabang with a
baci ceremony — a traditional ritual of welcome —
performed at the UNESCO-listed Heritage
House. Featuring music, dance and the tying
of ceremonial bracelets, the ritual is believed to
centre the spirit and foster good will.

Sunrise over Angkor Wat, Cambodia

Clean Water Project, Cambodia

Hanoi by night, Vietnam

Baci welcome ceremony, Laos

SUNRISE OVER ANGKOR WAT,
CAMBODIA
Viewing the sunrise at Angkor Wat is a rite
of passage for many visitors to the legendary
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Your guide will
position you in the best vantage point, skirting
the crowds, for an unobstructed view of the
magnificent temple as it becomes illuminated
by the sun’s first rays. Then an acclaimed
archaeologist leads you on a revealing tour of the
site followed by a champagne breakfast.
CLEAN WATER PROJECT, CAMBODIA
Visit a rural farming village just outside Siem
Reap to learn how Abercrombie & Kent
Philanthropy’s biosand filter equipped wells are
bringing clean water to remote communities in
Cambodia and beyond.

Aerial view of Halong Bay, Vietnam

HANOI VESPA BY NIGHT, VIETNAM
Discover the hidden charms of Hanoi as you
weave through a maze of busy streets and narrow
passageways on the back of a Vespa. Venture
beyond the beaten path to discover the city’s
hidden neighbourhoods and markets. And catch a
glimpse of local life in family homes.

HALONG BAY BY SEAPLANE, VIETNAM
Make the most of your time in northern
Vietnam with a quick and exciting seaplane ride
from Hanoi to Halong Bay, saving time and
revealing spectacular scenery en route.
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SANCTUARY ANANDA

The Sanctuary Retreats portfolio brings the boutique river cruising experience to guests with authenticity.

Sanctuary Ananda

Owner’s suite

Pool deck

MYANMAR | CRUISING THE IRRAWADDY AND CHINDWIN

The luxurious, all-suite Sanctuary Ananda carries 48 guests in style on voyages of breathtaking beauty and discovery on the
mysterious rivers of Myanmar. Most of the cruises travel along the majestic Irrawaddy River between Bhamo and Yangon, visiting
temples, pagodas, palaces and monasteries along the way, while cruising down its great tributary, the Chindwin, reveals places rarely
seen. Sanctuary Ananda offers two, three, four and seven night ‘Discovery Cruises’ as well as 10 and 11 night ‘Exploration Cruises’
which allow guests more time to explore these waterways.
THE SUITES
The 21 suites on board Sanctuary Ananda
are some of the largest in Myanmar all with
floor-to-ceiling windows and full balconies
with outdoor furniture. Each suite boasts lush
silks, polished teak and beautiful lacquerware
celebrating Myanmar’s rich art and craft
heritage. Expect l’Occitane-stocked en
suite bathrooms with monsoon showers,
double or twin beds, individually controlled
air-conditioning and, naturally, consummate
craftsmanship throughout. The four luxury
suites have spacious indoor seating and can
accommodate a third guest. The ultra-luxurious
Owners Suite has a king-sized bed, dressing
area, a free-standing bathtub and monsoon
shower, as well as private living and dining
areas with superb panoramic views of the river.
72

LIFE ON BOARD
Days start with complimentary, early morning
meditation and sunrise yoga on the sundeck.
While cruising during the day, guests can relax
on a sun lounge taking in the lush passing
countryside or take a dip in the outdoor plunge
pool. In the afternoons and evenings, edifying
lectures and masterclasses are conducted by
local Burmese experts who bring to life the
culture, history and attractions of Myanmar.
The Thambyadine Spa presents a range of
indulgent traditional therapies and a small gym is
available for workouts. Specially crafted menus
present the flavours of Myanmar at à la carte
dinners, alfresco lunches and during local market
visits. Afternoon tea is also served daily with
traditional treats and organic infusions.

LUXURY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEYS | INDIA & THE ORIENT

WHAT’S INCLUDED
• All meals during full sailing days with lunch
and dinner on day of embarkation and
breakfast on day of disembarkation
• S oft drinks and local beer during the day,
local wines with lunch and dinner
• All sightseeing as stated in set itineraries
• Full balconies for every suite
• A private guide and butler service in the
Owners Suite

STAY

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Our preferred accommodation choices
hand-picked for you.
PARK HYATT SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA
A fusion of ancient Khmer tradition and Art
Deco style, this luxury hotel boasts elegant
rooms and suites, and is just a short drive from
the intriguing temple city of Angkor Wat. French
and Indochine inspired cuisine is a feature of the
main restaurant, The Dining Room, while the
bar lounge, Living Room and the deli-patisserie,
Glass House, feature comfort fare. “Carefully
sourced, thoughtfully served” is the underlying
philosophy behind each and every culinary
journey Park Hyatt Siem Reap delivers.
PARK HYATT SAIGON, VIETNAM
Park Hyatt Saigon enjoys a prime location on
the city’s most famous square, within walking
distance of the most popular cultural attractions.
Rooms and suites are decorated in elegant
neutral tones channelling the old-world charms
of colonial Saigon, with polished wooden floors,
louvred windows, ceiling fans and silk cushions,
plush king-sized beds and white marble
bathrooms. There is an excellent choice of
restaurants and bars, whilst the Xuan Spa offers
a tranquil urban retreat.
ROSEWOOD LUANG PRABANG, LAOS
Rosewood Luang Prabang has an idyllic
setting on the outskirts of Luang Prabang
with a river running through the heart of the
resort. A grand colonial-styled residence
houses the public areas while 23 spacious
accommodations feature interiors combining
colonial-chic with indigenous materials and
locally inspired artworks. Meals use only fresh
local ingredients, whilst other amenities include
a bar, riverside pool, and Sense, A Rosewood
Spa® offering a variety of holistic treatments.
AQUA MEKONG, VIETNAM &
CAMBODIA
Cruise the Mekong and Tonle Sap Rivers aboard
“floating five-star hotel”, Aqua Mekong, which
is constructed entirely from locally-sourced
sustainable materials. All 20 luxury suites, eight
of which have sky terraces, display a simple
contemporary design with gigantic panoramic
windows that are perfect for observing the
changing riverscape. Enjoy tantalising dishes from
Executive chef David Thompson’s innovative
menu of exotic southeast Asian flavours. There is
an abundance of facilities on board, including a
screening room, air-conditioned library, plunge
pool and spa treatment rooms.

Park Hyatt Siem Reap, Cambodia

Park Hyatt Saigon, Vietnam

Rosewood Luang Prabang, Laos

Aqua Mekong
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Ginger Cruise, Lan Ha Bay

HIGHLIGHTS OF
VIETNAM
13 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Experience the irresistible allure of Vietnam on this journey from north to south. Delve
into the surprises of sophisticated French-colonial cities and quaint heritage towns,
tasting true Vietnam at every turn. Venture through emerald waters to the hidden bays
and remote islands of Lan Ha Bay. And encounter the people, culture and cuisine that
together make this country so vibrant.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Uncover over 1,000 years of history wonderfully
preserved in Hanoi
Venture into tranquil Lan Ha Bay on a luxury
wooden junk
Seek out chic boutiques, antiques and art in
charming Hoi An
Enjoy traditional Vietnamese hospitality in a 19th
century Hue residence
Experience the food scene of Ho Chi Minh City
on the back of a vintage Vespa
Day 1: Arrive Hanoi. Transfer to your iconic
hotel in Vietnam’s capital. Sofitel Legend
Metropole
74

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Day 2: Hanoi. Discover the many sides of
this enthralling city starting at the mausoleum
of Ho Chi Minh. Linger over the iconic One
Pillar Pagoda and stroll through the Temple of
Literature. Visit a unique community along the
railway lines and the infamous “Hanoi Hilton”.
Meet a US veteran and hear his heartwarming
story. Sofitel Legend Metropole | BL
Day 3: Design Your Day Hanoi. Choose
your experience in Hanoi. Take a locals-only
immersion in the city’s food culture. Or visit rural
villages for a cycling tour and cooking class.
This evening take to the streets on the back of
a Vespa for a culinary and cultural tour with a
difference. Sofitel Legend Metropole | BD
Day 4: Lan Ha Bay. Journey to Halong Bay
for a junk cruise through the emerald waters.

Admire the towering limestone outcrops and
venture into Lan Ha Bay. Step ashore for a bike
ride to meet local villagers and return for a
cooking demonstration on board. Ginger | BLD
Day 5: Hoi An. Rise early for Tai Chi and a
morning paddle before drifting back to port.
Fly to Danang and transfer to Hoi An.
Four Seasons Resort The Nam Hai | B
Days 6-7: Hoi An. Spend two days
discovering this charming waterside town. Take
a walking tour through the cobbled laneways
absorbing sights and sounds in market stalls,
temples, Chinese tea warehouses and the
400-year-old Japanese covered bridge.
Learn the traditional art of lantern making
with a master. Join farmers in the fields on a
bike tour and make farm-fresh snacks before
a sunset boat ride. Four Seasons Resort The
Nam Hai | B/BL
Day 8: Hue. Journey overland to Vietnam’s
former imperial capital stopping at the Cham
Museum en route. Join gracious hosts for
lunch in one of Hue’s beautiful garden houses
then visit the Tomb of Khai Dinh. Azerai La
Residence Hotel & Spa | BL
Day 9: Hue. Meander through the imperial
citadel before driving to the tombs of Tu Duc
and Minh Mang. Enjoy lunch in a home on the
banks of the Huong River and take a boat along
the dreamy Perfume River to Thien Mu Pagoda.
Wind up at the lively Dong Ba Market. Azerai
La Residence Hotel & Spa | BL

Hoi An

Day 10: Ho Chi Minh City. Fly to Ho Chi
Minh City and ride like the locals on a vintage
Vespa tour revealing sizzling street food at
hidden eateries. Park Hyatt Saigon | BD
Day 11: Ho Chi Minh City. Skim along the
Saigon River on a private speedboat to the
Cu Chi tunnels for an unrivalled insight into life
during the Vietnam War. Then explore Saigon’s
most important sights. Park Hyatt Saigon | BL
Day 12: Design Your Day Ho Chi Minh City.
Tailor your own way. Explore the cottage crafts
of the Mekong Delta by boat, bike and rickshaw.
Or immerse yourself in a Vietnamese jewellery
tour of markets and workshops. Or dive into city
life on a cyclo and Vespa tour through the city
streets. Park Hyatt Saigon | B

Entrance to the Citadel, Hue

Day 13: Depart Ho Chi Minh City. Transfer
to the airport for your onward flight. B

CHINA
MYANMAR

PRICE
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From $12,460 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $21,850.
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JOURNEY ON THE
MEKONG
11 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Explore the jewels of southern Vietnam and Cambodia on an unparalleled adventure
on the mighty Mekong. Let the luxury cruiser Aqua Mekong become your platform for
discovery. Step ashore to meet Khmer farmers, Buddhist monks and talented artisans.
Meditate with monks, and step back in time at enchanting Angkor Wat.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Unpeel layers of history in Ho Chi Minh City
Drift along the mighty Mekong aboard luxury
vessel Aqua Mekong
Watch the sun’s first rays kiss Angkor Wat, a
legendary UNESCO World Heritage Site
Indulge in a Khmer fine dining tour by tuk tuk
Day 1: Arrive Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
Welcome to Saigon with A&K’s fast track
arrival services. Park Hyatt Saigon
Day 2: Ho Chi Minh City. Join your guide for a
locals-only tour of vibrant Chinatown. Admire the
architecture. Step into Chinese grocers, historical
temples, pagodas and statue workshops.
Head to the Quan Am pagoda and visit the

Fito Museum for a unique insight into Vietnam’s
traditional herbal remedies. Further explore
with visits to the museums, Reunification Palace
and a rarely-visited seminary. This evening, ride
like the locals on a vintage Vespa tour revealing
sizzling street food at hidden eateries (additional
cost). Park Hyatt Saigon | BLD
Day 3: My Tho. Transfer to My Tho dock
to board Aqua Mekong, your floating
retreat. Aqua Mekong | BD
Days 4-6: Mekong River. On this cruise,
share the many mysteries and wonders that lie
along the mighty Mekong River and discover
the rare cultures that thrive there. Meet Khmer
farmers, Buddhist monks and innovative
stallholders in kaleidoscopic wet markets.
Discover traditional artisans and the house
of Marguerite Duras’ real life lover. Float

past fish farms and fields of water hyacinth.
Sample exotic fruits and enjoy a traditional folk
performance. Explore small villages by bike
and ride a rickshaw. Experience traditional
Khmer massage and learn to cook locally
inspired dishes. Aqua Mekong | BLD
Day 7: Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Disembark
in the Cambodian capital and explore by
motorised tuk tuk. See the Royal Palace,
Silver Pagoda and the National Museum of
Cambodia. For those who wish, a visit to the
poignant and thought-provoking Tuol Sleng
Museum of Genocide is included. Or choose
to shop at the Russian Market. Rosewood
Phnom Penh Hotel | B
Day 8: Siem Reap. Fly to Siem Reap and
this evening treat your tastebuds to a culinary
adventure on a private food tour by tuk tuk.
Sample Khmer fine dining at three restaurants
led by the country’s best chefs. Park Hyatt
Siem Reap | BD

Sunrise over the Angkor moat, Cambodia
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Days 9-10: Siem Reap. Two days spent
exploring the mighty Angkor temples. Rise early
one morning and join a professional archaeologist
for a sunrise tour of legendary Angkor Wat — one
of the final vestiges of the Khmer Empire and a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Afterwards, toast
the day with a champagne picnic breakfast on
the banks of the ancient reservoir at Srah Srang
Baray. Your guide will introduce you to more
of the important sites in the Angkor complex
including the vine-entangled temple of Ta Prohm,

Floating village, Cambodia

Floating market, Vietnam

Exploring from Aqua Mekong

Aqua Mekong pool

a photographer’s paradise, and the former
capital Angkor Thom with its richly decorated
Bayon temple, Royal Palace and other important
sanctuaries. Park Hyatt Siem Reap | B
Day 11: Depart Siem Reap. Transfer to the
airport for your onward flight. B

PRICE
From $17,350 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $25,210.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual
requirements.
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WONDERS OF
CAMBODIA
10 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Experience an explosion of colour, flavour and ancient intrigue in Cambodia. Unpeel the
enthralling layers of Phnom Penh. Spark your creativity in dynamic Siem Reap. Marvel at
intricate Angkor temples. And savour the tranquillity of a tropical private island.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Explore unseen Phnom Penh with a resident
linguist and anthropologist
Watch the day dawn over the mystifying temple
of Angkor Wat
Indulge in Cambodia’s finest culinary creations
by tuk tuk
See where tradition meets modern craftsmanship
on a private tour of Siem Reap’s best boutiques,
ateliers and galleries
Savour the tranquillity and comforts of Six Senses
Krabey Island
Day 1: Arrive Phnom Penh. Welcome
to the Cambodian capital. Get your first
taste of the city on a guided walking tour.

Meander along the tree-lined boulevards
to the National Museum of Khmer Art and
Archaeology, the Royal Palace and the Silver
Pagoda. Rosewood Phnom Penh Hotel
Day 2: Phnom Penh. Let linguist and
anthropologist Dr Jean-Michel Filippi share his
passion and expertise as you wander through the
bustling city unpeeling the layers. Visit the poignant
and thought-provoking Tuol Sleng Museum of
Genocide. Rosewood Phnom Penh Hotel | BL
Day 3: Siem Reap. Fly north to Siem
Reap, gateway to Angkor and a lively hub of
creativity. Visit the Angkor National Museum
for a fascinating glimpse into the rich history
of the golden era of the Khmer kingdom. This
evening, treat your tastebuds to a culinary
adventure on a private food tour by tuk
tuk. Park Hyatt Siem Reap | BD

Khmer cuisine

Days 4-5: Siem Reap. Two days spent
exploring the mighty Angkor temples. Rise
early one morning and join a professional
archaeologist for a sunrise tour of legendary
Angkor Wat — one of the final vestiges of
the Khmer Empire and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Afterwards, toast the day with
a champagne picnic breakfast on the banks
of the ancient reservoir at Srah Srang Baray.
Your guide will introduce you to more of
the important sites in the Angkor complex
including the vine-entangled temple of Ta
Prohm, a photographer’s paradise, and the
former capital Angkor Thom with its richly
decorated Bayon temple, Royal Palace
and other important sanctuaries. Late one
afternoon take a sunset gondola cruise
along the moat of the ancient walled city or
an optional aerial adventure by helicopter

Exploring Ta Prohm, Temples of Angkor
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Angkor Wat

(additional cost) to the far-flung, and rarely
seen, temples of Koh Ker, buried deep in the
jungle. Park Hyatt Siem Reap | B
Day 6: Siem Reap. Discover Siem Reap’s
creative vibe with your local guide and arts
curator, Robina Hanley. Visit a silkworm farm
to witness the time-honoured cultivation

process and appreciate Cambodia’s
rich artistic heritage when you visit some
important galleries and design studios. This
evening enjoy an exhilarating performance of
theatre, dance, contortion and acrobatics from
local NGO Phare Ponleu Selpak. Park Hyatt
Siem Reap | B

Day 7: Sihanoukville. Fly south to the coastal
city of Sihanoukville. Board your boat for the
short ride to the island of Krabey and the resort.
Settle into your pool villa tucked into secluded
tropical surrounds. Six Senses Koh Krabey | B
Days 8-9: Krabey Island. Enjoy the resort,
your way. Try your hand at creating Indochineinspired cuisine in a cooking masterclass. Seek
out underwater treasures while snorkelling. Kayak
into secret coves. Or simply enjoy your own
plunge pool and deck. Unwind in the Six Senses
Spa and visit the sky observatory (resort activities
at additional cost). Six Senses Koh Krabey | B
Day 10: Depart Phnom Penh. Transfer by
boat and road to Phnom Penh Airport for your
onward flight. B

PRICE
From $8,805 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $15,260.

Apsara greeting, Phnom Penh

Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual
requirements.
THAILAND

TONLE SAP
LAKE

4

SIEM REAP

CAMBODIA

2

VIETNAM
PHNOM PENH

SIX SENSES
KOH KRABEY

3

START

SIHANOUKVILLE

1

GULF
OF
THAILAND

Six Senses Koh Krabey

NIGHTS
AIR
BOAT
ROAD

AKP supported projects:
Cambodia Clean Water Project
& Siem Reap Schools Programme
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MYANMAR IN STYLE
12 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Unravel the mysteries of Myanmar in this journey through an enchanting land almost
untouched by the 21st century. Venture into the heart of the country on a luxury cruise
along the Irrawaddy. Witness an ever-changing landscape of timeless villages and
glittering stupas, experience the daily rhythms along the river and get to know some of
the world’s most endearing people.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Marvel at Yangon’s gleaming architectural
masterpiece, the Shwedagon Pagoda
Journey along the mighty Irrawaddy River on a
luxury four-night cruise
Meet the warm and friendly people of Myanmar
in stilted towns, workshops and markets
Witness the sunset over Bagan’s pagodasprinkled plain
Barter with colourful hill tribes in the vibrant Fifth
Day Market
Day 1: Arrive Yangon. Welcome to Myanmar
and transfer to your historic hotel. The Strand
Hotel
Day 2: Yangon. Uncover the wonders of the
city starting at the hollow stupa at Botataung
Pagoda. Experience a traditional fortune reading
and discover the city’s colonial architecture and
bustling market. Marvel at the Reclining Buddha
Pagoda and the majestic Shwedagon Pagoda,
where at dusk you’ll join pilgrims lighting oil
lamps to illuminate the magnificent gold stupa
(Oct-Apr only). The Strand Hotel | BL

Day 3: Mandalay. Fly to Mandalay. Board
Sanctuary Ananda and discover the highlights
of Mandalay. Visit Mahamuni Pagoda, the
beautiful teak Shwenandaw Monastery and
Kuthodaw Pagoda. Explore the pagodasprinkled Sagaing Hill and meet novice
monks at a monastic school. Later, drink in
breathtaking views from the top of the Soon
U Ponya Shin Pagoda. Listen to the weaving
looms at work at Amarapura and stop awhile
at U Bein Bridge, believed to be the longest
teak bridge in the world, for sunset. Sanctuary
Ananda | BLD
Days 4-6: Cruising the Irrawaddy. Spend
the next three days exploring the river
highlights. Stop at the quaint village of Sin
Kyun and learn about the positive impact
being made by A&K Philanthropy. Take in the
village of Mingun and its massive unfinished
pagoda. Admire the temple plain of Bagan,
dotted with more than 2,000 pagodas and
stupas, with an optional sunrise balloon ride.
Visit vibrant local markets, artisan workshops
and the golden Shwezigon Pagoda. While
the ship cruises, take part in onboard longyi
tying workshops, cooking demonstrations and
nightly sundowners. Sanctuary Ananda | BLD

Day 7: Bagan. Leave your cruise ship behind
and journey to the village of Myinkaba to
visit a lacquerware workshop for a hands-on
masterclass. Aureum Palace Hotel | BL
Day 8: Inle Lake. Fly to Heho and check into
your boutique hotel on the edge of Inle Lake.
See the unique leg-rowing fishermen, farmers
at work and stilt villages. Visit the PhaungDaw-U Pagoda and the wooden Nga Pe
Chaung Monastery. Villa Inle Resort | BL
Days 9-10: Inle Lake. Over the next two days,
visit the Fifth Day Market admiring the vibrant
dress of different hill tribes and browsing the
handicrafts and locally grown fresh produce
stalls. Gain an appreciation of traditional silk
weaving and visit lakeside villages. Admire
the views from Shwe Inn Dein, an impressive
collection of ancient Shan style stupas, and
choose from optional activities including vineyard
visits, bike riding or a Shan culinary experience
(additional cost). Villa Inle Resort | BL/BD
Day 11: Yangon. Return flight to Yangon.
After lunch, weave your way through the city’s
independent galleries and artist’s studios with
a leading curator and researcher to discover
a flourishing creative arts scene. Or visit Sule
Pagoda. Belmond Governor’s Residence | BL

Shwedagon Pagoda, Yangon
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Day 12: Depart Yangon. Transfer to the airport. B

Ancient pagodas, Bagan

PRICE
From $6,425 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $9,015.
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Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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U Bein Bridge, Amarapura
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Kuang Si Waterfall, Laos

INDOCHINA
ADVENTURE
13 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Immerse yourself in the timeless traditions of southeast Asia on this in-depth three country
journey. Absorb Vietnam’s poignant war history, its natural highlights, rich culture and
spiced-up cuisine. Discover why Luang Prabang has World Heritage status and an
important textile tradition. Finish in Siem Reap where the ancient temples of Angkor and
authentic artisan encounters await.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Experience village life along the picturesque
Mekong Delta
Gain insight to the life and times of Ho Chi Minh
in Hanoi
Be part of spiritual ceremonies that connect you
with the ancient traditions of southeast Asia
Savour the tastes of the region on street food
tours, cooking demonstrations, home-style
banquets and chef-designed feasting
Witness the sunrise over Angkor Wat with
an acclaimed archaeologist followed by a
champagne breakfast
82
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Day 1: Arrive Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
Welcome to Saigon with A&K’s fast track arrival
services. Transfer to your hotel. Park Hyatt Saigon
Days 2-3: Ho Chi Minh City. Spend two
days exploring vibrant Saigon and its surrounds.
Discover the city’s attractions including the
Reunification Palace, important museums and a
rarely visited garden sanctuary. Skim along the
Saigon River for a guided exploration of the Cu
Chi tunnels. Stop at an orchid farm to meet an
ex-prisoner who shares his story. Venture into
the Mekong Delta to experience the simple life of
farmers, artisans and fishermen with unique local
encounters on foot, by bike, rickshaw and aboard
a traditional sampan. Park Hyatt Saigon | BL

Days 4-5: Hanoi. Fly north to the Vietnamese
capital and your iconic hotel. Meet locals living
along the city’s railway lines and taste Hanoi’s
iconic street food while you explore the main
cultural landmarks. Gain insight into the life of
Vietnam’s revered revolutionary leader visiting
his mausoleum and house. And admire the
iconic One Pillar Pagoda and the Temple of
Literature, Vietnam’s first university. Sofitel
Legend Metropole | BL
Day 6: Lan Ha Bay. Journey to Halong Bay
and board your boutique wooden junk for a
gentle cruise around this little-visited extension
of Halong Bay. Step ashore on islands, explore
villages and cook with the chef. Ginger | BLD
Day 7: Luang Prabang, Laos. Rise early for
Tai Chi. Then a short paddle through the islands
before returning to port. Transfer for the flight
to Luang Prabang via Hanoi. Take part in a
traditional good will Baci ceremony welcoming
you to Laos. Rosewood Luang Prabang | B
Days 8-9: Luang Prabang. During your
stay in this World Heritage listed city join the
dawn ritual of alms giving to the procession
of saffron-clad monks. Visit the local market,
the Royal Palace Museum and the beautiful
Huan Chuan Heritage House. Admire the
country’s most historic and enchanting
temple, Wat Xiengthong, and a collection of
historical Buddhist photographs. Meet the
inspirational Emi Weir for an afternoon of

Ta Prohm Temple, Cambodia

Street market, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

artisan encounters in workshops, galleries
and studios. Visit Kuang Si Waterfall and Laos
Buffalo Dairy, a social enterprise supporting
underprivileged farmers. Take the locals
on at petanque and enjoy a Laotian BBQ
dinner. Rosewood Luang Prabang | B/BD

temple, the Royal Palace and other important
sanctuaries. Enjoy a sunset gondola cruise
along the moat of the ancient walled city, and
experience an exhilarating evening of theatre,
dance and acrobatics in a performance from a
local NGO. Park Hyatt Siem Reap | B

Day 10: Siem Reap, Cambodia. Fly to Siem
Reap. This evening, a gourmet experience by tuk
tuk as you savour local cuisine in the city’s finest
kitchens. Park Hyatt Siem Reap | BD

Day 13: Depart Siem Reap. Transfer to the
airport for your departure flight. B

Days 11-12: Siem Reap. Two days spent
exploring the mighty Angkor temples. Rise
early and join an archaeologist for a sunrise
tour of legendary Angkor Wat followed by a
champagne picnic breakfast on the banks of a
reservoir. Discover more of Angkor including
the vine-entangled temple of Ta Prohm,
Angkor Thom and its richly decorated Bayon

LAN HA

MYANMAR
LUANG
PRABANG

From $12,880 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $23,220.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.

Aboard ‘Ginger’, Lan Ha Bay, Vietnam

TUAN
CHAU

3
LAOS

YANGON
BAY OF
BENGAL

PRICE

VIETNAM BAY CRUISE
1
HANOI 2

THAILAND

CAMBODIA

START

1

NIGHTS
AIR
BOAT

SIEM REAP

3

HO CHI MINH CITY

3

ROAD

AKP supported project:
Muang Khay Secondary School, Laos

Sunset gondola cruise, Siem Reap, Cambodia
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Eastern & Oriental Express
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EASTERN & ORIENTAL EXPRESS
Experience the majesty and splendour of the Eastern & Oriental Express as you journey
through the heart of southeast Asia. This luxurious train recreates the golden age of rail
travel: elegant lounges and cabins, afternoon tea and cocktails, delicious cuisine and
superb service. The train becomes your platform for discovery venturing deep into the
mesmerising landscapes of Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia. Take a front row seat in
your private cabin or in the Observation Car to watch the astonishing landscapes shift
and change. Then, step off the train to discover the region’s secrets for yourself.
THE CABINS
On board is a glamorous selection of cabins — all with cherry wood and elm burr panelled walls,
inlaid woodwork, antique brass fittings and crisp white linen. There are three cabin categories:
Pullman, State and Presidential, with air-conditioning, large picture windows, en suite bathrooms and
24-hour steward. Guests in Presidential Cabins enjoy a complimentary cabin minibar. Attentive and
discreet, staff look after you every step of the way, making sure your journey is smooth, indulgent
and relaxing.
DINING
Dining is one of the highlights of the journey. There are two Restaurant Cars and internationally renowned
chefs create a tantalising variety of Eastern and European specialities. Breakfast is delivered to your cabin.
ENTERTAINMENT
Belmond has mastered the art of luxury train travel and the Eastern & Oriental Express provides the
perfect balance between leisure and inspiring excursions in the field. Relax in the Saloon Car with a
book or magazine or choose from a selection of games.
The Bar Car is open from early morning until late at night and is the perfect place to order an aperitif
or cocktail and share the day’s tales with fellow passengers, while the resident pianist plays in the
background. After dinner, enjoy local performances.
OBSERVATION CAR
Located at the rear of the train, the colonial style, teakwood Observation Car is another wonderful
place to observe the sights and sounds of southeast Asia by day, and cocktails and entertainment
after dark.

SINGAPORE – BANGKOK | 3 DAYS

BANGKOK – SINGAPORE | 4 DAYS

Rewind to an elegant bygone era of Singapore
Slings, afternoon tea and a tinkling piano as you
venture deep into the jungle-covered hills and
lush plantations of southeast Asia.

Journey between two of southeast Asia’s favourite
capitals with a choice of excursions, including
the Bridge over the River Kwai, in and around
Kanchanaburi and the royal town of Kangsar.

Depending on your preferred travel dates and cabin availability, pricing will vary. Please contact
your A&K Travel Specialist for further information and any promotional offers that may apply.

SINGAPORE – KUALA LUMPUR –
PENANG – BANGKOK | 7 DAYS

Experience Singapore’s legendary Raffles Hotel
and venture into the heart of Malaysia through
the mist-shrouded Cameron Highlands and
palm plantations of the Malay Peninsula. See
traditional village life and marvel at the cities of
Kuala Lumpur and Georgetown.
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MORE

Extend your journey, and deepen your
appreciation of the region.
SHINTA MANI WILD, CARDAMOM
NATIONAL PARK, CAMBODIA
This luxury camp experience is like nothing you’ve
ever seen before with 15 custom-designed tents
perched above the river channelling the traditional
vintage wildlife safari. Meander on one of the
estuary boats along the waterways or trek with
experienced rangers in search of wild elephant,
bear, gibbon and even tiger. Culinary excellence
means amazing meals, combining locally foraged
delicacies with global gastronomy. For a complete
indulgence, head to the Boulders Spa — where
you can enjoy treatments and relaxation.

Shinta Mani Wild, Cardamom National Park, Cambodia

BANGKOK, THAILAND
Fronting the Chao Phraya River, the bustling
Thai capital is widely regarded as the gateway
to southeast Asia. Once a small trading post,
today Bangkok boasts sleek skyscrapers, stylish
shopping malls and modern infrastructure. This
city on the move invites visitors to explore its
bustling riverfront, lively floating markets, everchanging skyline and upscale silk boutiques.
CHIANG RAI, THAILAND
Chiang Rai is well known for its wild mountain
scenery and many hill tribes. It affords an ideal
base from which to explore the temples of
the Golden Triangle, the fascinating culture
and customs of the different hill tribes and the
region’s iconic cuisine.

Bangkok, Thailand

Supertrees, Gardens by the Bay, Singapore

Borobudur Temple, Central Java, Indonesia

Chiang Rai, Thailand
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SINGAPORE
Once regarded as little more than an airport
stopover, Singapore has blossomed into a
modern urban oasis of green spaces and
traveller-friendly arcades. Skyscrapers, temples
and high-end boutiques collide against a jungle
backdrop as aromas from a globally celebrated
restaurant scene waft through the streets.

LUXURY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEYS | INDIA & THE ORIENT

CENTRAL JAVA, INDONESIA
Boasting a rich history and diverse culture,
Central Java echoes with the voices of the
great Islamic sultanates and is best explored
at a relaxed pace. The spectacular Buddhist
temple of Borobudur awaits amidst lush
mountain backdrops and dramatic sunsets.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Komodo Island, Komodo National Park

CRUISE THE CORAL TRIANGLE
Presenting a brand-new cruise experience in
the pristine East Indonesian Archipelago — the
heart of the Coral Triangle and the fabled Old
World spice trade route — Aqua Blu, a new
long-range explorer yacht is sailing the region’s
most prized destinations, including Komodo
National Park, the Spice Islands and Raja
Ampat on seven and 12-night itineraries.
The vessel features 15 design suites, tastefully
decorated with a brass-and-ivory interior
theme, with generous and inviting indoor and
outdoor social spaces, including a sun deck.
Other features include a Jacuzzi, spa, library,
salon and dining room. Guests can look
forward to embracing a seafaring evolution
when they set foot on this one-of-a-kind ship.
Aqua Blu’s range far exceeds that of its peers in
East Indonesia. Able to cover vast distances in a
short period of time — and in any sea condition —
the vessel enables on board explorers to
experience the most varied, enjoyable and
rewarding coastal cruise itineraries in this wild
and stunningly beautiful part of the world.

Komodo dragon

Aqua Blu, Forecastle Deck Design Suite

Dugong amongst the coral

Aqua Blu

Kayaking experience
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West Lake, Hangzhou, China
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CHINA, MONGOLIA &
CENTRAL ASIA
Delve into China’s cultural treasures and the wilds of Mongolia
with privileged access to Beijing’s Forbidden City, the
Terracotta Warriors of Xian and an exploration of the
Gobi Desert on the back of a Bactrian camel.

Ölgii

MONGOLIA
Flaming
Cliffs

UZBEKISTAN
Tashkent

Ulaanbaatar

South Gobi
Desert
Beijing

TURKMENISTAN
Ashgabat

CHINA
Lhasa

Chengdu
Kunming

Xian
Shanghai
Chongqing
Guilin
Hong Kong

Nowhere on earth does ancient history meet
modernity so much as in China, the world’s
most populous nation. Delve into a profusion
of cultural treasures from the ancient Silk
Road cities of the far west, following the
Great Wall east to discover the remarkable
Terracotta Warriors standing guard in Xian
and the regal Forbidden City in Beijing.
Traverse sleepy rural villages and sweeping
landscapes which are wildly at odds with the
great urban metropolises.
Untamed and untrodden, Mongolia
enchants with its wide-open plains, friendly
and proud people, and the lore of one of
the world’s greatest empires. One of the

Seoul
SOUTH
KOREA

Taiwan
PACIFIC
OCEAN

oldest and least populated countries on
earth, Mongolia is dotted with timeworn
Buddhist monasteries, crystal-clear lakes
and vast tracts of desert. It is also one of
the few places left on Earth where you can
sleep in a ger, meet the horsemen who
hunt with eagles, and witness extraordinary
spectacles of skill, strength and daring.
Two countries steeped in antiquity,
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan have
enduring legacies from the warriors and
emperors who made their mark. Visit
some of the oldest cities in the world and
discover a surprising culinary scene and rich
handicraft tradition.

DISCOVER CHINA, MONGOLIA & CENTRAL ASIA ON A
JOURNEY MADE JUST FOR YOU
The following suggested journeys, recommended places to visit and extraordinary
experiences are just a taste of what you can see and do across this region. Please visit
www.abercrombiekent.com.au to find more inspiration for your next unforgettable
journey, or contact our Travel Specialists who will work with you to create a memorable
bespoke journey.
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Beijing, China

SEE

Some of the region’s foremost sights
and locations.

Ancient city wall and moat, Xian, China

BEIJING, CHINA
Serving as the nation’s capital for seven centuries,
Beijing’s traditionally casual pace has yielded to
modernity and expansion. Historic sites such
as the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven,
Tiananmen Square and the Great Wall are
juxtaposed with an ever-growing number of highrise hotels, gourmet restaurants, shops and art
galleries. This city on the move beckons visitors to
experience its enduring air of tradition as it hangs
on in an era of rapid development.
XIAN, CHINA
Xian was famed throughout the ancient world
for its imperial palaces, temples and silk markets.
Today, the city is best known for its army of
Terracotta Warriors, a stunning collection of
more than 8,000 life-size figures of soldiers
and horses that lay hidden for more than 2,000
years. Xian also supports a modern industrial
centre while preserving this rich cultural heritage.

Yangtze River, China
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YANGTZE RIVER, CHINA
The mighty Yangtze River snakes for a total
of 6,380 kilometres, from its source in the
mountains of Tibet to its mouth at Shanghai.
The best way to explore this giant, winding
torrent is on a river cruise which will place you
in the midst of the panoramic scenery, travelling
through the very heart of the Chinese nation.

CHINA & MONGOLIA
LHASA, TIBET
Towering 3,650 metres above sea level,
Lhasa is the birthplace of Tibetan Buddhism.
The remote, eastern reaches of Lhasa remain
a stronghold of Tibetan culture to this day, with
the modernity brought by the Han Chinese
becoming more evident in the western part of
the city.
YUNNAN PROVINCE: LIJIANG AND
ZHONGDIAN, CHINA
Nestled among southern China’s rivers, lakes
and snow-capped Himalayan peaks, the
melting pot of Yunnan Province is home to
more than half of the country’s minority groups.
Here, the Khampa, Han, Naxi, Lisu, Yi and
Pumi peoples mingle against a backdrop of
Tibetan monasteries and the pebbled paths of
Lijiang’s Old Town. Evocative of James Hilton’s
novel Lost Horizon, the mythical romance of
this Shangri-La remains as potent as ever.

Potala Palace, Lhasa, Tibet

ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA
Home to Mongolia’s capital and half its
population, Ulaanbaatar witnesses a daily
collision of past and present. Nomads from
the surrounding steppes mingle among
businessmen and monks as an emerging
economy flourishes in the bustling city streets.
GOBI DESERT, MONGOLIA
Spanning a vast swathe of southern Mongolia,
the Gobi Desert’s remote dunescape affords a
glimpse into a world that time forgot — a place
where herdsmen tend their livestock from gers
(traditional yurts), dinosaur fossils pepper the
cliffsides and travellers can still go off grid.

Genghis Khan Statue Complex, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Jade Dragon Snow Mountain and the Black Dragon Pool, Lijiang, China

Gobi Desert, Mongolia
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The Great Wall of China

Ride like a local, Beijing hutong, China

92

Terracotta Warriors, Xian, China
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DO

CHINA & MONGOLIA

Exceptional activities curated by
A&K’s travel experts.
WALK THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA
Winding thousands of miles, the Great Wall
took several dynasties to construct. Few of the
world’s wonders evoke such awe. Escape to
the well-preserved, less-frequented Mutianyu
section of the wall, experiencing all of its
grandeur with fewer crowds. Hike to the top or
take a gondola, and speed down by toboggan.
EXPLORE A BEIJING HUTONG
Hop in a pedicab to explore a hutong, the
capital’s network of traditional neighbourhoods
interconnected by winding alleyways. Ride
like a local as you glimpse rows of siheyuan
(courtyard residences) and authentic slices of
everyday life.

Giant panda, Chengdu, China

STAND IN AWE OF THE TERRACOTTA
WARRIORS OF XIAN
Standing 8,000 strong, the Terracotta
Warriors of Xian bore silent watch over
Emperor Qin Shi Huang’s burial grounds
for more than 2,000 years. This life-size
statuary army of men and horses was
accidentally unearthed in 1974, setting off an
archaeological sensation to rival the discovery
of Tutankhamun’s tomb. Gain insider access to
the dig site, touring the latest artefacts as they
are revealed during the ongoing excavation.
VISIT THE PANDAS OF CHENGDU
The Chengdu Panda Breeding and Research
Centre affords a rare glimpse of China’s
beloved national treasure. Gain access to
the facility and insights from its staff, learning
firsthand about the plight and preservation of
this iconic endangered species.

Songzangling Monastery, Tibet, China

SONGZANGLING MONASTERY
Immerse yourself in the Tibetan culture of
Zhongdian at the 300-year-old Songzangling
Monastery, home to the Living Buddha.
Surrounded by the floral wonders of the Napa
forest, this area conjures up dreams of mythical
Shangri-La.
RIDE A CAMEL THROUGH THE GOBI
Mount a Bactrian camel and explore Moltsog
Els, one of the few places in the Gobi covered
by sand dunes. The experience affords
exceptional insight into a way of life that has
endured for centuries in Central Asia.
Camel, ride, Gobi Desert, Mongolia
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SANCTUARY YANGZI EXPLORER

The Sanctuary Retreats portfolio brings the boutique river cruising experience to guests with authenticity.

Sanctuary Ananda

Dynasty dining room

Suite

CHINA | CRUISING THE YANGTZE

Recently refurbished, the elegant Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer carries just 124 passengers and sets a new standard in luxury river
cruising, with three and four night cruises between Chongqing and Yichang. The most celebrated stretch of the Yangtze is the
spectacular Three Gorges where A&K uniquely tailors shore excursions. Highlights include the river town of Fengdu, the crystal-clear
waters of Shennong Stream and a ride in a traditional sampan. Qutang Gorge is famous for its rolling waters and dramatic cliffs, while
Wu is characterised by majestic forest-crowned peaks. Xiling, the longest, finishes at the vast Three Gorges Dam. Friendly and intimate
on-board service creates an atmosphere more private club than cruise ship.
THE CABINS

LUXURY ON BOARD

Offering 38 cabins, 24 suites and four themed
suites over four decks, the ship boasts the
largest and best appointed cabins on the river.
Each has floor-to-ceiling picture windows, a
private balcony and en suite bathroom.

Dining is a delight with a team of internationally
trained chefs dishing up innovative à la carte
menus featuring Chinese and continental cuisine
served with complimentary house wines and other
refreshments at lunch and dinner. The ship boasts
the highest crew to passenger ratio on the river of
1:1 delivering exceptional personalised service.

DAILY ACTIVITIES

Complementing the natural beauty of the river
is a rich programme of shore excursions and
shipboard activities that highlight the wealth of
China’s cultural traditions as well as the river’s
history and ecology. Tai Chi classes, Chinese
cooking and silk embroidery are just some of
the diversions available. In between activities,
the Huang Ding Spa beckons. There’s also a
fitness centre, sauna and beauty salon.
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FAMILIES

The specially tailored ‘Summer River Camp’
welcomes families on four night cruises,
upstream from Yichang to Chongqing, with
exciting activities planned to keep all entertained.
There is Chinese Opera mask painting, paper
folding, cooking, kite making, movie nights and
early morning Tai Chi.
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WHAT’S INCLUDED

• All three meals during full sailing days and
breakfast on day of disembarkation
• B everages with meals including house
wine, local beer, soft drinks and water
• Entrance fees as part of scheduled
sightseeing
• Pre-arranged entertainment and on-board
activities

CHINA & MONGOLIA

STAY

Our preferred accommodation choices
hand-picked for you.
THE PENINSULA, BEIJING, CHINA
The Peninsula Beijing exudes luxury and
lavish indulgence with the highest standards
of service and flawless attention to detail.
Subtle Chinese influences enhance every
spacious room and suite with elegant
furniture, sleek white marble bathrooms and
a soothing colour palette. Dining is a treat
with outstanding Cantonese and international
offerings available. A large indoor swimming
pool, world-class spa, luxury shopping arcade
and art gallery are also part of the complex.

The Peninsula, Beijing, China

THE PENINSULA, SHANGHAI, CHINA
Located on the historic Bund with spectacular
views across the Huangpu River to Pudong and
over the former British Consulate gardens, the
Art Deco design of The Peninsula Shanghai
perfectly blends with the historic architecture of
its landmark neighbours. Spacious guest rooms
feature stylish interiors with modern furnishings.
There are three restaurants, the 1930s inspired
Peninsula Spa plus indoor pool and fitness
centre.
JING’S RESIDENCE PINGYAO, CHINA
Built 260 years ago by a Qing Dynasty silk
merchant, Jing’s Residence stands in the
heart of Pingyao old town. Each of the 15
meticulously renovated guestrooms and suites
reflects the residence’s unique character,
utilising traditional materials and boasting
intricate wood carvings, bamboo flooring
and rice paper ceilings. Savour traditional
dumplings, homemade noodles and local
cuisine at the in-house restaurant.
THREE CAMEL LODGE, GOBI DESERT,
MONGOLIA
Built in the heart of the Gobi Desert, Three
Camel Lodge offers a blend of adventure and
sophistication, combining traditional style with
superb service to create the ultimate expedition
experience. The lodge offers a slice of the
nomadic lifestyle with an elevated take on
the classic ger, with 40 handmade traditional
dwellings of felt and canvas, each luxuriously
appointed with custom furnishings, woodfired stoves and en suite bathrooms. Each ger
faces south — a nomadic Mongolian tradition
providing unobstructed views of the majestic
desert and the Gobi-Altai Mountains.

The Peninsula, Shanghai, China

Jing’s Residence Pingyao, China

Three Camel Lodge, Gobi Desert, Mongolia
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HIGHLIGHTS OF
CHINA
15 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Explore the fascinating enigma that is China. Peel back the layers of history in and
around Beijing, where the Great Wall and Tiananmen Square will take your breath away.
Gaze skywards in futuristic Shanghai. Unravel the mysteries of the ancient city of Xian,
home to the Terracotta Warriors and a pulsating Muslim quarter. And find serenity as
you cruise along the Yangtze.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Experience China’s greatest cultural sites
including the Great Wall of China, Forbidden
City and Temple of Heaven
Witness Xian’s intriguing Terracotta Warriors
Venture off the beaten track to the ancient walled
city of Pingyao
Savour the natural grandeur of the Three Gorges
on a relaxing Yangtze River cruise
Sip Hangzhou’s world-famous Longjing tea at an
idyllic tea plantation
Day 1: Arrive Beijing. Step into the vibrant,
iconic and ever-surprising world of Beijing.
The Peninsula Beijing
Days 2-3: Beijing. Spend two days exploring
the Chinese capital. Discover the Temple
of Heaven where a private Tai Chi lesson is
optional. Meander through the lively Pearl
Market and lose yourself in the vast Forbidden
City. Soak up the atmosphere of Tiananmen

Square and wander along the Great Wall. Trace
the history of old Beijing as you ride through
the hutongs by pedicab and step inside a local
home. The Peninsula Beijing | BL
Day 4: Pingyao. Travel by train to China’s only
surviving ancient walled city, Pingyao. Afternoon
at leisure. Jing’s Residence | BD
Day 5: Pingyao. Step back in time into ancient
China and climb Pingyao’s city wall. See the
Ancient Opera Stages and Daoist Temple before
meeting a local family in a traditional courtyard
home and taking in the birthplace of modern
Chinese banking. Jing’s Residence | BLD
Day 6: Xian. Travel by train to Xian and
discover the treasures of the Han Yang
Ling Museum and ongoing archaeological
works. The Ritz-Carlton Xian | B
Day 7: Xian. Witness the wonder of the
Terracotta Warriors, one of the world’s greatest
archaeological finds. Stroll along the City Wall
and wander through the vibrant Muslim Quarter
to the Great Mosque. The Ritz-Carlton Xian | BL

Day 8: Chongqing. Fly to Chongqing. Meet the
world-famous pandas at Chongqing Zoo and
learn more about Chinese culture in the Huguang
Guild Hall. Board Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer
to begin your cruise into the Three Gorges
region. Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer | BLD
Days 9-10: Cruising the Yangtze River.
Your cruise along the world’s third-longest river
reveals China from a new angle. Discover a
secret military cave hidden in the mountains of
Fuling or the White Crane Ridge Underwater
Museum. Stop at village markets to sample local
delicacies and wind through the canyons of
the spectacular Three Gorges — Wu, Qutang
and Xiling. Drift along the crystal-clear waters
of Shennong Stream in a traditional sampan
and spy hanging coffins high in the limestone
cliffs. Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer | BLD
Day 11: Yichang. End your cruise at the
vast Three Gorges Dam with a tour of the
site and exhibition centre before visiting the
Three Travellers’ Cave and Riverside Park in
Yichang. Transfer to the airport for the flight to
Shanghai. The Peninsula Shanghai | BL

The Great Wall, Beijing
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Days 12-14: Shanghai. Three days spent
discovering dynamic Shanghai and surrounds.
Bask in the wonders of the Old Town and the
tranquil Yu Garden. Ramble along the Bund,
explore the tree-lined streets of the French
Concession and take a seat at the Shanghai
Acrobatics Circus. Take a train to Hangzhou,
one of China’s seven ancient capitals, and visit

Yangtze River

Shanghai skyline at night

a tea plantation before a boat trip on West
Lake and exploring the old town. Another
day trip reveals the ancient water town of
Zhujiajiao with its waterways, bridges and wellpreserved homes. Visit a soy sauce factory, rice
commissary and Kehzi Yuan manor garden.
The Peninsula Shanghai | B/BL/BL
Day 15: Depart Shanghai. Speed your way
to the airport on the Maglev Train for your
departure flight. B

PRICE
From $13,560 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $21,985.

Terracotta Warriors, Xian

Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer, dumpling master class

Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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CULTURES OF
YUNNAN & TIBET
11 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Immerse yourself in the bygone cultures and beautiful mountain scenery of China’s Yunnan
province and Tibet. Journey along the ancient Tea Horse Road discovering villages built on
age-old customs, tea and herbal medicines. Venture into the mountains, admire Buddhist
temples and climb even higher to Lhasa to peel back the many layers of Tibetan culture.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Appreciate age-old customs at a traditional tea
ceremony
Roam the ancient streets of Shuhe, a UNESCOlisted village
Enjoy true Tibetan hospitality in a local family home
Learn the traditional arts of script printing and
incense-making
Visit one of Tibet’s six great monasteries, Sera
Monastery
Day 1: Kunming – Lijiang. Arrive into Kunming
for onward flight to Lijiang. Intercontinental
Lijiang Ancient Town Resort

Days 2-3: Lijiang. Two days to discover
the charms of the UNESCO listed Old Town
and surrounds. Stroll through the cobbled
streets, crossing ancient footbridges and
spring-fed canals. Visit the auspicious Wang
Gu Lou Pagoda, which stands sentinel above
the city, and take your seat in a local tea
house for an age-old ritual. Wander through
nearby Bai Sha Village and seek out the 16th
century Bai Sha Murals. Then, accept your
invitation into the home of a herbal medicine
practitioner. Learn centuries-old traditions in
the national Embroidery Institute and journey
overland to Jade Dragon Snow Mountain
for a dynamic ethnic performance. Meander
through well-preserved Shuhe on the Tea
Horse Road and seek out the famous local

cobblers. Intercontinental Lijiang Ancient
Town Resort | B
Day 4: Shangri-La. Journey overland to
Shangri-La on the Yunnan-Tibet Highway.
Pause en route at the auspicious ‘First Bend’ in
the Yangtze River where the mighty river flows
south out of Tibet, and visit the charming Naxi
village of Shigu, with its large 16th century stone
drum memorial. Continue to the dramatic Tiger
Leaping Gorge for a short hike which reveals
the Yangtze River roaring 4,000 metres
below. Songtsam Linka Shangri-La | BL
Days 5-6: Shangri-La. Explore the area
round Shangri-La over the next two days
stepping inside the most important Buddhist
monasteries — Songzanlin, the largest in Yunnan;
800-year-old Ringha and Dongzhulin. Meet
locals in a Khampa village for an exclusive
glimpse into Tibetan life. Watch yak butter being
made and enjoy tea with your hosts. Visit the
Tibetan Culture Museum for deeper insight or a
printing house to learn the art of traditional script
printing. Discover the wonderful wetlands of the
Napa Hai Forest Reserve, a birder’s paradise,
and visit the Nishi black pottery village to see
artisans at work. Natural attractions continue
at the Scenic Moon Crescent Gorge and the
Marriage of the Waters. Watch a traditional
incense making demonstration and feast on a
hearty Tibetan hot pot dinner. Songtsam Linka
Shangri-La | BL/BLD

Potala Palace, Lhasa
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Lijiang Old Town

Day 7: Tsedang. Transfer for your flight to
Lhasa, Tibet and continue overland to Tsedang
stopping en route at Yumbu Lakang, said to be
the first Tibetan palace. Tsedang Hotel | B
Days 8-10: Lhasa. Return to Lhasa, one of
the highest cities on earth. Over the following

Auspicious ‘First Bend’ site, Yangtze River

three days explore some of the area’s most
sacred monasteries including the 8th century
Samye Monastery and the serene Sera
Monastery, a renowned seat of Buddhist
learning. Visit the 7th century Ani Tsankhung
Nunnery and the Jokhang Temple, Tibet’s

most revered religious structure, in the heart
of Lhasa. Follow pilgrims around Barkhor
Square and lose yourself amongst the prayer
beads and wheels, carpets, and thangkas
of Barkhor Bazaar. Count the statues at the
Thousand Buddha Shrine and climb to the
Potala Palace, winter residence of the Dalai
Lamas and a UNESCO World Heritage
site. Marvel at the statues, treasured prayer
halls and fresco-adorned walls and enjoy
marvellous views of the Himalaya. Bask in the
tranquility of Norbulingka, the 99-acre Jewel
Park, and venture inside the palace of the
present Dalai Lama, left exactly as it was when
he fled to India in 1959. Shangri-La Hotel,
Lhasa | BL
Day 11: Depart Lhasa. Transfer to Lhasa
Airport for your onward flight. B

PRICE
Jade Dragon Snow Mountain Open Air Theatre

From $9,440 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $16,235.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
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NOMADS & GERS
7 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Experience Mongolia like the Khans on this illuminating journey through the land of endless
sky. Wander the streets of intriguing Ulaanbaatar before venturing into a striking and stark
land of rolling steppe, the Gobi Desert and dinosaur fossils. And meet Mongolia’s nomadic
herdsmen to learn firsthand about an ancient and enduring way of life.

JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Bed down in a traditional ger at a remarkable
eco-lodge which celebrates Mongolia’s nomadic
culture
Explore sand dunes, ancient petroglyphs and the
desert aglow at sunset
Hike through rugged canyons and gorges and
ride a Bactrian camel
Stargaze over the remote wilderness of the Gobi
Day 1: Arrive Ulaanbaatar. Welcome to
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia’s boomtown capital.
Settle into your hotel and get your bearings in
this intriguing city. Shangri-La Hotel

Flaming Cliffs, Gobi Desert
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Day 2: Ulaanbaatar. Start your exploration
at the Gandan Monastery, one of the few that
survived Stalin’s religious purges of the 1930s.
Explore intricately decorated temples in this
Buddhist sanctuary and greet red-robed
monks as they perform their daily rituals. Get
an overview of Mongolia’s past at the National
Museum of Mongolia and join a specialist in
13th century Mongolian history for a more
insightful experience (additional cost). This
afternoon is dedicated to art appreciation. For
traditional Mongolian Buddhist art, explore
the Zanabazar Museum of Fine Arts or for
a glimpse into the modern Mongolian art
scene, visit one of the city’s contemporary art
galleries. Shangri-La Hotel | BL

around the Bulagtai mountains, or simply relax
in a swing seat on the terrace looking out
over the desert. After twilight fades, marvel as
the vast starlit desert sky comes alive. Three
Camel Lodge | BLD
Day 4: Gobi Desert. Journey overland to
Tugrugyn Shiree, renowned for its famous
fossil discovery of the ‘Fighting Dinosaurs’
in the 1970s. Explore the white sandstone
escarpment and nearby sand dune before
meeting a local family for a window into the
enduring nomadic culture of Mongolia.
Three Camel Lodge | BLD

Mongolian meadow and gers

Day 3: Gobi Desert. Transfer to the airport
for your flight south to Dalanzadgad. Journey
overland to Yol Valley National Park in the
foothills of the craggy Altai Mountains. Hike the
valley for a chance to spot indigenous vulturelike Lammergeiers, Altai snowcocks, ibex,
yaks and Argali mountain sheep. Continue
to your eco-lodge set amid the Gobi’s vast
desert landscapes where your atmospheric
accommodation is in a ger, traditional
Mongolian tent. Settle in before exploring the
incredible surrounds of the Gurvansaikhan
National Park. Opt to ride on horseback

Day 5: Gobi Desert. Set off on the back of
a Bactrian (two-humped) camel through the
dunes of Moltsog Els for a glimpse into a way
of life that has endured for centuries (option
to hike, if you prefer). Step inside the home
of a local camel-herding family and enjoy
true Mongolian hospitality. Then, head to the
Flaming Cliffs to see where the adventurer Roy
Chapman Andrews discovered a dinosaur
embryo in 1921. As dusk falls, marvel at
the orange glow that gives the cliffs their
name. Three Camel Lodge | BLD
Day 6: Gobi Desert. Return to the capital
by air and visit the largest equestrian statue
in the world, the imposing Genghis Khan
Statue Complex. This evening, take your
seat as traditional dancers and khoomei
throat singers conjure up the magic of
Mongolia. Shangri-La Hotel | BLD

Gandan Monastery, Ulaanbaatar

Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.

RUSSIA

MONGOLIA

Day 7: Depart Ulaanbaatar. Transfer to the
airport where your journey ends. B
From $9,580 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $14,090.

Traditional ger, Three Camel Lodge
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Cormorant fishermen, Guilin, China
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MORE

Extend your journey, and deepen your
appreciation of the region.
GUILIN AND YANGSHUO
Set along the Li River, Guilin and Yangshuo’s
limestone peaks, lush forests and sparkling
clear waters have inspired generations of poets
and painters. There are hills to climb, caves to
explore, country roads to cycle along and placid
lakes to cruise — offering a tranquil alternative to
some of China’s more frenetic cities. Highlights
include Elephant Trunk Hill and Reed Flute
Cave. Go beyond the postcard beauty of these
landmarks, learning the cultural connections that
bring these breathtaking sites to life.

Giant panda, Chengdu, China

CHENGDU
The capital of Sichuan Province, Chengdu
is renowned for its Panda Breeding and
Research Centre which affords rare insight to
China’s iconic national treasure and up close
encounters. With a laid back atmosphere,
Chengdu is a city of serene parks, ancient tea
houses and a fiery cuisine while also boasting
high-end accommodation, galleries and
shopping centres.
THE SILK ROAD
The ancient Silk Road was a network of
overland trade routes linking China with the
Mediterranean. Travel along the route west
from Xian, the ancient imperial capital and
its easternmost point, to Dunhuang, the last
caravan stop before the inhospitable desert
beyond. Explore the cities of Urumqi, Turfan
and Kashgar — names that have captured
the imagination for centuries — and visit sites
important to both the Buddhist and Uighur
cultures Traverse this vast hinterland of Asia,
its rugged landscapes and once-flourishing
oasis cities and trading outposts and discover a
wealth of historic and cultural treasures.
CENTRAL ASIA
Comprising five independent republics,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, Central Asia covers
an area of nearly four million square kilometres
and includes some of the most sparsely
populated regions on earth. Its medieval bluedomed cities, crowded bazaars and dramatic
landscapes encapsulate the romance of the Silk
Road like nowhere else and it is home to some of
the world’s most legendary cities — Samarkand,
Bukhara and Khiva.

Dunhuang Crescent Moon Spring, China

Samarkand, Uzbekistan
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Mount Fuji and Chureito Pagoda
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JAPAN
Immerse yourself in a far-flung adventure, feeling the vibrant
urban pulse of Tokyo, turning back time in Kyoto’s historic
temples and shrines, or sampling Osaka’s famous street food.

Sapporo

JAPAN
Kanazawa
Matsue
Hiroshima

Kyoto

Shirakawago
Nagoya

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Tokyo

Osaka

Nagasaki

The snow-clad peaks of iconic Mt Fuji and the mountains of Hokkaido, the Shinto
shrines and geishas of Kyoto and the fast-moving neon-lit metropolis of Tokyo combine
to make Japan a country of extraordinary beauty, while its historic and cultural
attractions make it a unique and exciting travel destination.
Enjoy authentic local insight and exclusive access to people and places across Japan’s
big name highlights and hidden gems. Marvel at Buddhist temples and Shinto shrines.
Relax in hot springs and zen gardens. Devour mouthwatering kaiseki and intenselyflavoured ramen. Absorb the traditional culture of the samurai or kabuki theatre. There’s
something to captivate even the most well-travelled on an A&K journey in Japan.

DISCOVER JAPAN ON A JOURNEY MADE JUST FOR YOU
The following suggested journeys, recommended places to visit and extraordinary
experiences are just a taste of what you can see and do across this region.
Please visit www.abercrombiekent.com.au to find more inspiration for your next
unforgettable journey, or contact our Travel Specialists who will work with you to
create a memorable bespoke journey.
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Tokyo skyline

SEE

Some of the region’s foremost sights
and locations.
TOKYO
Over 500 years ago, this future colossus
sprouted from the humble fishing village of
Edo. Today, Tokyo is the capital of modern
Japan, covering over 2,000 square kilometres
with one of the largest populations in the
world. With Edo-period palaces and shrines
juxtaposed against a dizzying array of ultramodern skyscrapers, pulsing neon signs and
the bustle of over 30 million locals going about
their daily lives, Tokyo routinely dazzles even
the most seasoned travellers.
KYOTO
A holiday in Kyoto means a stay amidst an
astonishing 1,600 Buddhist temples, 400
Shinto shrines and 17 UNESCO World
Heritage Sites. The city thankfully escaped
heavy bombing in WWII, leaving much of its
historic and cultural legacy intact providing a
fascinating contrast to its modern architectural
marvels, like the vast futuristic glass edifice of
the Kyoto station complex.
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Gion, Kyoto

HAKONE
Hakone lies within a picturesque national park
bubbling with geothermal activity. Once a
checkpoint along the Edo-era Tokaido Highway,
today’s Hakone welcomes visitors to its many
local onsen (hot spring) resorts. These therapeutic
retreats are popular with Tokyo residents looking
to escape the bustle of the city and recharge.
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KANAZAWA
A bastion of traditional art and architecture,
Kanazawa is most celebrated for its beloved
Kenrokuen, a stunning 17th century castle
garden. Samurai and geisha districts, town
markets and temples transport guests to
another era.

JAPAN

Kenrokuen, Kanazawa

Outdoor onsen, Hakone

TAKAYAMA
This atmospheric hamlet lies hidden away in
the mountains of central Japan, an Edo and
Meiji-period time capsule just waiting to be
discovered. Takayama is best known for its
biannual festival, a vibrant parade of gilded floats
and animated puppet shows celebrating spring
and autumn. Period inns, merchant houses and
temples round out this riverside gem.
OSAKA
Japan’s second largest city after Tokyo, Osaka
is charming and relaxed, masterfully blending
cutting-edge modernity with old castles,
temples, parks and gardens. The vibrant city
centre tempts visitors with its famous street food
in ubiquitous corner bars and eateries while
world class malls, boutiques and speciality stores
make it a shopper’s paradise.
HIROSHIMA
While famous for its tragic history, Hiroshima
offers up a distinctly different first impression.
Like a phoenix risen from the ashes, this now
bustling city is laid-back and welcoming.
Beyond the Memorial Peace Park and
Museum, travellers encounter wide, colourful
streets, filled with dining options, inviting bars
and cafés, street snacks and incredibly friendly
people. Nearby Miyajima Island, and its famous
red torii gate, is a recommended sidetrip.

Takayama

Himeji Castle, Osaka

Floating gate, Miyajima, Hiroshima
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Gôra Kadan ryokan

Japanese kimono

108

Master sushi chef
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JAPAN

DO

Exceptional activities curated by
A&K’s travel experts.
STAY IN A RYOKAN
Indulge in the luxurious amenities of one of
Japan’s ryokans (traditional inns). Experience
the elegance of a bygone era with tatami mats,
handcrafted futons and kaiseki cuisine. Our
favourite is the exclusive Gôra Kadan.
DON A KIMONO
Learn the history behind an icon of traditional
Kyoto culture, the kimono. Explore the finer
points of these silken works of art as you join
a local craftsperson in a ceremonial kimono
wearing.

Traditional tea ceremony

Tsukiji Fish Market, Tokyo

LEARN TO CRAFT SUSHI
Join an itamae (master sushi chef) to reveal
the secrets of preparing this iconic Japanese
delicacy. After your lesson, enjoy an expertly
curated tasting, experiencing this culinary art
form as it was intended.
SAVOUR TEA TRADITIONALLY
Explore this time-honoured cultural institution
as a local expert reveals the finer points of
serving and enjoying a traditional Japanese tea
ceremony within the tranquil surroundings of a
serene Kyoto temple.
VISIT THE FAMOUS TSUKIJI FISH
MARKET
Dive headlong into the world’s largest fish and
seafood emporium, Tokyo’s colossal Tsukiji
Fish Market. Tour the vast market floor as every
manner of fish, crustacean and cephalopod
is offered up to buyers from the city’s finest
restaurants.

Arashiyama Bamboo Forest, Kyoto

BAMBOO FOREST BY RICKSHAW
Hop aboard a rickshaw and ride like a local
through the towering bamboo at Arashiyama
Bamboo Grove. Meander from Tenryuji
Temple down the paved walkway, “Bamboo
Alley,” admiring the soaring emerald green
forest, one of Kyoto’s most photographed
sights.
EXPERIENCE A GEIKO AND MAIKO
PERFORMANCE
Gain fascinating insight into traditional Geisha
culture, attending a magical performance in
Kyoto. Savour traditional Japanese cuisine while
an attending geiko and maiko dance, sing, pour
sake and converse about their fascinating lives.

Geiko and maiko performance
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STAY

Our preferred accommodation choices
hand-picked for you.
PALACE HOTEL, TOKYO
A member of The Leading Hotels of the World,
the spectacular Palace Hotel in Tokyo with
its excellent location is the perfect base for
exploring this vibrant city. Guest rooms are
contemporary and spacious with a fresh palette
of white and green, glass-walled bathroom and
most with balconies overlooking the Imperial
Palace and garden. It is home to the first Evian
spa in Japan where ‘health through water’
is promoted. The hotel’s dining outlets offer
quintessential French, Japanese and Chinese
cuisine. There is also an outside terrace, and a
fitness centre and swimming pool.

CONRAD OSAKA
Conrad Osaka cleverly fuses contemporary
design with traditional Japanese elements and
is perfectly located to explore the city’s rich
history, cuisine and cutting-edge entertainment.
Indulge in the decadent and tranquil spa and
salon with breathtaking views of the city or the
indoor heated pool and state-of-the-art fitness
centre. Gastronomes are spoilt for choice with
four restaurants and lounges, including all-day
dining and a Sky Bar.

FOUR SEASONS HOTEL, KYOTO
The Four Seasons has been designed around
a beautiful 800-year-old ikeniwa, or pond
garden, and is just 15 minutes’ drive from the
famous Gion Geisha District. The spacious
guest rooms blend refined, modern aesthetics
with Japanese artisanal creations — including
washi-paper lamps, fusuma screens and
urushi lacquerware. The hotel’s eclectic mix of
restaurants, lounges and bars will satisfy even
the most discerning foodies. The peaceful Four
Seasons’ spa offers an extensive treatment list,
whilst saunas, steam rooms, whirlpools and a
swimming pool are also at guests’ disposal.
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HOTEL NIKKO KANAZAWA
Hotel Nikko Kanazawa combines luxurious
comfort with elegant design. Guest rooms display
archetypal Japanese interiors interspersed with
examples of local craftwork, and are located on
or above the 17th floor, allowing spectacular views
of the charming streets of Kanazawa. Indulge in
one of the eight dining options, including a chic
European restaurant or seasonal Japanese fare, or
enjoy a cocktail with city views at the stylish bar on
the 30th floor.

Palace Hotel, Tokyo

JAPAN

Conrad Osaka

Four Seasons Hotel, Kyoto

AMANEMU, ISE SHIMA PENINSULA
Located on the shores of Ago Bay on Honshu’s
Shima Peninsula, Amanemu features 24 suites
and two villas, each with its own private onsen
and a terrace with bay views. The resort
interiors are typically Aman — clean lines,
East-meets-West styling and natural materials
in abundance. The restaurant impresses with
fresh seafood dishes, as well as the renowned
Matsusaka wagyu beef, whilst the holistic Aman
Spa includes an outdoor thermal spring and
two onsen bathing pavilions, a watsu pool, four
treatment suites and a fitness centre.

Hotel Nikko Kanazawa

Amanemu, Ise Shima Peninsula
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ESSENTIAL JAPAN
12 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Japan is an entrancing mix of ancient tradition and the ultra-modern. Tea ceremonies,
tatami mats, zen gardens and the time-honoured geisha tradition co-exist with high
speed bullet trains, minimalistic eateries and glittering skyscrapers. Add in the natural
beauty of the Mt. Fuji area, poignant Hiroshima and Osaka’s vibrant food scene and you
have a destination that is simply enthralling.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
Go behind the ring of Japan’s national sport in a
leading Tokyo sumo stable
Admire venerated Shinto shrines, Zen temples
and perfectly manicured gardens
Take part in a traditional taiko drumming class
Appreciate Japan’s rich culinary heritage with
authentic kaiseki dining, street food staples,
ocean-fresh sushi and traditional sweet treats
Pay your respects at Hiroshima’s Peace
Memorial Park
Day 1: Arrive Tokyo. Arrive into the
vibrant Japanese capital and transfer to the
hotel. Hilton Tokyo
Days 2-3: Tokyo. Your two-day exploration
of Tokyo includes the beautiful Edo period
garden, Hamarikyu, a visit to Asakusa Kannon
Temple, one of the city’s most venerated
sites, and the restaurants which surround it
before stepping inside Meiji Shrine, a Shinto

sanctuary. Venture into a sumo stable for
a ‘behind the ring’ encounter and gain an
appreciation of Tokyo’s 400-year-old history
at the Edo-Tokyo Museum. Learn the history
and technique of traditional taiko drumming
and choose from optional experiences
including hands-on sushi-making and a Shinto
ceremony. Hilton Tokyo | B
Day 4: Kamakura. Spend a day in the
charming coastal town of Kamakura visiting
important temples and shrines. Look out for
traditional crafts and mementos on Komachidori
Shopping Street with opportunities to taste local
delicacies. Hilton Tokyo | B
Day 5: Hakone. Leave Tokyo behind
and head for Mount Fuji. If you’re feeling
energetic, hike up to admire the views (weather
permitting). Or visit the Fujisan World Heritage
Centre. Continue to Hakone, a popular hotspring destination, where you stroll the grassy
hillsides of the open-air museum admiring
the impressive sculptures and artwork on
display. Hyatt Regency Hakone | B

Day 6: Hakone. A day of outdoor activity
and stunning views as you choose between a
ropeway ride at Mt. Komagatake; cruising on
Lake Achi; visits to the Owakudani crater and
volcanic hot springs and the Okada Museum of
Art. Hyatt Regency Hakone | B
Day 7: Kyoto. Step aboard the bullet train for
the high-speed trip to Kyoto. Hyatt Regency
Kyoto | B
Days 8-9: Kyoto. Spend two days in and
around Japan’s cultural capital. Visit the
ornamental Nijo Castle, the ornately embellished
Ninomaru Palace and the Golden Pavilion, one
of Kyoto’s most famous temples. Discover Gion,
the famous geisha district and wander through
the soaring bamboo grove at Arashiyama and
along the cherry-lined Philosopher’s Path. Visit
Tenryuji Temple, the largest and most frequented
in the area, and take part in a traditional tea
ceremony. Finally, enjoy a kaiseki dinner with
entertainment hosted by a maiko or geisha
(additional cost). Hyatt Regency Kyoto | B

Tokyo
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Day 10: Hiroshima. Travel by bullet train
to Hiroshima for a poignant visit to Peace
Memorial Park. Wander around the Atom
Bomb Dome, the only structure left standing
after the blast, and explore the museum.
Continue by ferry to the island of Miyajima
to visit the Itsukushima Shrine whose red torii
gate is one of the most photographed sites

Geisha, Kyoto

in Japan. Travel to Osaka by ferry and bullet
train. Conrad Osaka | B
Day 11: Osaka. Discover the gastronomic
highlights of the city on a street food tour.
Savour local titbits like okonomiyaki, kitsune
udon, ramen and teppanyaki treats.
Conrad Osaka | BD
Day 12: Depart Osaka. Transfer to the
airport for onward flight. B

PRICE
From $19,190 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $34,965.
Miyajima Island, Hiroshima

Sumo wrestlers practicing, Tokyo

Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.

JAPAN

SEA OF
JAPAN

TOKYO
KYOTO

2

3

MT.
FUJI

4

KAMAKURA
2 HAKONE

START

OSAKA

1
PACIFIC
OCEAN

NIGHTS
ROAD
RAIL

Tokaido Shinkansen and Mt Fuji
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Traditional tea ceremony

ARTS & TRADITIONS
OF JAPAN
12 DAYS | PRIVATE JOURNEY
Trace Japan’s marvellous history and heritage from the modern era back through the feudal
period of warlords and shogun to the eighth century. Experience some of the country’s most
fascinating customs at a traditional tea ceremony and a maiko-hosted kaiseki dinner. Walk
the scenic Philosopher’s Path in Kyoto, discover charming mountain villages, captivating arts
and crafts and see some of the country’s most important Shinto shrines.
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS

Discover Kanazawa, Japan’s emerging arts and
culture capital

Days 2-3: Tokyo. Your two-day exploration
of Tokyo includes the beautiful Edo period
garden, Hamarikyu, a visit to Asakusa Kannon
Temple, one of the city’s most venerated
sites, and the restaurants which surround
it before stepping inside Meiji Shrine, a
Shinto sanctuary. Venture into a sumo stable
for a ‘behind the ring’ encounter and gain
an appreciation of Tokyo’s 400-year-old
history at the Edo-Tokyo Museum. Take part
in a traditional taiko drumming class and
choose from optional experiences including
hands-on sushi-making and a Shinto
ceremony. Hilton Tokyo | B

Day 1: Arrive Tokyo. Arrive into the
Japanese capital and transfer privately to the
hotel. Hilton Tokyo

Day 4: Takayama. Travel by bullet train west
to Nagoya and on to Takayama. Hotel Associa
Takayama Resort | B

Marvel at the many attractions of Tokyo — old
and new
Understand the revered customs of the traditional
tea ceremony in private temple surrounds
Visit Shirakawa-go, a World Heritage site famous
for its traditional thatched gassho-zukuri farmhouses
Interact with traditional maiko at an exclusive
performance and kaiseki ryori dinner
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Day 5: Takayama. Explore the vast morning
market sampling local produce along the way
before getting an up-close look at the festive
floats created for the famous Takayama festival.
Step back in time in the heart of the old town,
where beautifully preserved buildings and
whole streets date to the thriving Edo Period.
Browse craft shops for a memento of your visit,
sample local tea and treats and taste the local
sake in neighbourhood breweries.
Hotel Associa Takayama Resort | B
Days 6-8: Kanazawa. Three days exploring
Kanazawa and surrounds. Drive through the
Shogawa River Valley to reach the famous World
Heritage site of Shirakawa-go, renowned for its
traditional thatched gassho-zukuri farmhouses.
Venture into the neighbouring Gokayama region
and visit a factory producing washi paper, made
from the pulp of the mulberry tree which grows
in abundance here. Gain an understanding of
Japan’s captivating samurai heritage amidst the
atmospheric streets of Nagamachi and step inside
a restored samurai residence.
Visit an old wooden chaya, or teahouse,
in the geisha district and pause for a freshly
brewed tisane and traditional sweets. Spend
time experiencing Kanazawa’s gastronomic
scene in the covered market and try some local
delicacies before a peaceful walk through the
stunning Kenroku-en gardens, ranked in the
top three in Japan, and another glimpse into
samurai culture at Seisonkaku Villa.
Hotel Nikko Kanazawa | B

Preparing sushi

Traditional houses in Shirakawa-go

Days 9-11: Kyoto. Travel by rail to Kyoto
where you spend three days. Kick things off
with a selection of delectable snacks and tasty
treats in markets and local eateries on a Kyoto
culinary tour. Visit the ornamental Nijo Castle,
the ornately embellished Ninomaru Palace
and the Golden Pavilion, one of Kyoto’s most
famous temples. Discover Gion, the famous
geisha district and wander through the soaring
bamboo grove at Arashiyama and along the
cherry-lined Philosopher’s Path. Visit Tenryuji
Temple, the largest and most frequented in the
area, and take part in a traditional tea ceremony.
Finally, enjoy a kaiseki dinner with entertainment
hosted by a maiko or geisha (additional
cost). Hyatt Regency Kyoto | BD/B/B
Day 12: Depart Kyoto. Transfer to Osaka
airport for your departure flight. B

Four Seasons Kyoto

PRICE
From $21,400 per person twin share.
Solo traveller from $40,020.
Our complete range of ready-to-travel
private journeys can be viewed on our
website and all can be personalised to your
individual requirements.
SEA OF
JAPAN

JAPAN
KANAZAWA

HIROSHIMA
KYOTO

3

3

TAKAYAMA

2

3
MT.
FUJI
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1
PACIFIC
OCEAN

TOKYO

NIGHTS
ROAD
RAIL

Kinkakuji Temple’s Golden Pavilion, Kyoto
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SMALL GROUP JOURNEYS

In addition to our portfolio of private journeys, A&K also offers a range of small group journeys across the globe. Below is a selection of
what is available in this region. Please visit our website for more details, or request a copy of our Small Group Journeys brochure.

INDIA: THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH
15 days | From $8,150 per person twin | Max 18 guests
6 departures across January, March, September,
October & November 2020, January 2021.
Immerse yourself in India’s more spiritual side on this journey through
the relaxed southern states of the subcontinent. Prized for millennia for
its aromatic spices and natural beauty, the south remains a feast for the
senses, with fragrant cuisines, friendly people, and fascinating cultures.
Bask in the colour and movement of bustling, sophisticated cities, sleepy
fishing villages, tropical coastlines, and lush hinterlands.

SACRED LANDS: NORTHERN INDIA & NEPAL
17 days | From $13,990 per person | Max 18 guests
3 departures across September & November 2020, March 2021.
Spellbinding and spiritual in equal measure, India has a magnetic
attraction which you’ll experience on this unique journey from Delhi
through the northern state of Uttar Pradesh across the Gangetic plain
and into neighbouring Nepal. Inhale floral aromas and fragrant spices
in markets and bazaars. Track the elusive Bengal tiger and endangered
one-horned rhino in the Terai and experience local Tharu culture on
village visits.

SRI LANKA: SECRETS OF THE SPICE ISLAND
14 days | From $10,230 per person twin | Max 18 guests
4 departures across March, September & November 2020,
January 2021.
Sri Lanka is a world apart, a deeply spiritual place where Buddhist
values and a rich cultural heritage are interwoven with enduring colonial
influences. Peel back the layers of the beguiling island nation, and uncover
its many treasures: a serene and gentle people, fragrant and flavoursome
cuisine, fascinating ruins, and diverse terrain — from golden beaches and
arid plains, to lush tea plantations and mist-covered mountains.

SOUTH KOREA & TAIWAN: CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS
11 days | From $12,990 per person | Max 18 guests
2 departures across October & November 2020.
This unique journey visits two of Asia’s most surprising destinations. Both
South Korea and Taiwan are relative newcomers to the luxury travel
scene with a host of fascinating natural and cultural highlights. From hip
and edgy Seoul where new meets old and pop culture is alive and well to
a museum housing the world’s largest repository of Chinese art in Taipei,
uncover absorbing local customs, flavoursome culinary delights and
picturesque scenery.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW ALL 2020 SMALL GROUP JOURNEY DEPARTURE DATES.
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ANCIENT TRADE ROUTES OF CENTRAL ASIA
16 days | From $11,495 per person twin | Max 18 guests
4 departures across May, September & October 2020.
The mountains and deserts of Central Asia are the backdrop for this
extraordinary adventure to the heart of the ancient Silk Road, and one of the
world’s most remote and untouched areas. On this journey, you’ll explore
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, two countries steeped in antiquity with a
lasting legacy from the warriors and emperors who made their mark. Visit
some of the oldest cities in the world such as the legendary Samarkand,
Bukhara and Khiva, each boasting a glorious architectural legacy.

MONGOLIA’S GOLDEN EAGLE FESTIVAL
WITH PALANI MOHAN
12 days | From $17,250 per person twin | Max 24 guests
1 departure October 2020.
One of the last travel frontiers, Mongolia is vast, remote and hauntingly
beautiful. On this rare visit you will spend two days at the thrilling Golden
Eagle Festival where Kazakh horsemen demonstrate their skills with the
prized golden eagle in fierce competition. You’ll be honoured by the
Mongol hospitality, bed down in a traditional ger, marvel at Buddhist
monasteries and explore some of the wildest landscapes on the planet.

Wonders of Japan Cruise
Jun 13-26, 2020 | 14 days from $23,905 (was $28,255) | Contact us for 2021 departure dates
Experience fascinating Japan with A&K’s award-winning Expedition Team, cruising on exclusively
chartered ‘Le Soleal’ to stunning, unique ports that include Takamatsu, Hiroshima, Karatsu, Matsue,
Kanazawa, Sado-ga-shima, Noshiro/Aomori and South Korea’s Ulsan.
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THE BEST WAY
TO FLY: WITH A&K
ABERCROMBIE & KENT HAS LONGESTABLISHED RELATIONSHIPS WITH A WIDE
RANGE OF PARTNER AIRLINES.
This works to your advantage in a number of ways:
• Our Travel Specialists and dedicated Flight Desk know which flights
work best for your particular itinerary and which can save you time
in the air
• We offer competitive airfares in conjunction with any of our holidays
in any class of travel
• You can choose from a wide variety of carriers and earn mileage
credits with your preferred airlines (where applicable)
Talk to your A&K Travel Specialist about our Flight Desk service.

Fly to India & The Orient with one
of our preferred partner airlines

EARN QANTAS POINTS
ON LUXURY TRAVEL
EARN 1 QANTAS POINT FOR EVERY $1 SPENT ON ELIGIBLE ITINERARIES*.
Abercrombie & Kent guests can earn Qantas
Points when booking a luxury holiday. Qantas
Frequent Flyer members will earn 1 Qantas Point
for every dollar spent on an A&K land itinerary of
seven nights or more (excludes taxes and credit
card fees)*.
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Visit our website to see the points you could
earn when booking eligible itineraries.

many other rewards available through Qantas
Frequent Flyer.

Start exploring today, book your qualifying
holiday and you could be closer to your dream
reward, whether it be a flight to an exotic
destination, a shopping voucher or one of the

*Terms & Conditions apply. See the website for
details www.abercrombiekent.com.au/qantasfrequent-flyer
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A REWARDS
PROGRAMME FOR
REPEAT TRAVELLERS
EXPERIENCE THE MARCO POLO CLUB
Created to recognise and reward our most loyal guests, the Marco Polo
Club® is open to everyone who travels on three or more journeys with
Abercrombie & Kent.
Among the club’s benefits is a 5% discount on almost any new booking made
within nine months of returning from an A&K journey. This discount also
applies to any immediate family member(s) travelling with the Marco Polo
Club member. And solo travellers are entitled to a 50% discount on most
single supplements booked at any time.
Marco Polo Club members also enjoy recognition in other ways with a
place on the priority waitlist for sold-out journeys, a members-only onboard
reception on A&K Luxury Expedition Cruises, and a variety of exclusive
communications and events.
To learn more about A&K’s Marco Polo Club, visit
www.abercrombiekent.com.au/marcopoloclub
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Chiang Mai Mushroom House, Thailand

Hansraj Children’s Home, Udaipur, India
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Deepalaya School, India

ABERCROMBIE & KENT PHILANTHROPY

BE A PART OF TRAVEL
THAT CHANGES LIVES
Make a deeper local connection on your next journey with a visit
to an Abercrombie & Kent Philanthropy project.
TRANSFORMING TRAVEL
The travel industry is in the midst of a transformation toward greater equity and sustainability.
Abercrombie & Kent Philanthropy (AKP) is dedicated to positively impacting lives and livelihoods
in the communities where our guests travel. We are equally committed to ensuring guests learn
about our philanthropic investments as an integral part of their travel experience.

SHARING A JOURNEY THAT MATTERS
While an A&K journey reveals all kinds of inspiring experiences, our guests often find their visit to
an AKP project the most stirring. You’ll find these unique opportunities on many of our journeys,
affording a wealth of interactions and insights you won’t find anywhere else. Whether celebrating
a newly opened school or the beauty of an ecosystem brought back from the brink, these visits
forge memories that last a lifetime.

BUILDING ON A SOLID FOUNDATION
Established in 1982 under the guidance of A&K Vice Chairman Jorie Butler Kent, Abercrombie
& Kent Philanthropy is dedicated to giving back to the vibrant communities we’re so privileged
to share with our guests. Our local offices seek out and support grassroots projects in these
communities, and we’re now deeply involved in more than 40 education, conservation,
healthcare and community enterprise projects in 22 countries.
Cambodia Clean Water Project

SUSTAINING AN UNMATCHED LOCAL PRESENCE
With full-time, locally based coordinators serving our partner communities in Kenya, Tanzania,
Zambia, Botswana, India, Peru, Sri Lanka and southeast Asia, AKP is fostering philanthropic
commitments unprecedented in the travel industry. Focused on making the most of our efforts in
the field, these community development professionals are also uniquely qualified to share these
projects with you, our guests.
If you’d like to meet one of our Philanthropy Coordinators and experience an AKP project
firsthand, please contact A&K or your travel agent to arrange a site visit on your next journey.
Abercrombie & Kent makes a donation to AKP on behalf of every guest travelling.

INDIAN SUBCONTINENT & ORIENT AKP PROJECTS
›
›
›
›
›
›
›
›

India: Deepalaya School, Digantar School, Hansraj Children’s Home, Kacherawala Primary School
Laos: Muang Khay Secondary School
Myanmar: Sin Kyun Village
Sri Lanka: Project Leopard
Thailand: Chiang Mai Mushroom House
Vietnam: Hoa An Kindergarten, Safe Water for Schools Initiative
Bhutan: Medical Assistance Program
Cambodia: Clean Water Project, Siem Reap Schools Program

For more information on AKP projects around the
world, and how you can support or visit them, see
www.abercrombiekent.com.au/philanthropy
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EXPLORE MORE OF THE WORLD IN A&K STYLE
EUROPE
Luxuriate in the Continent’s pageant of
dazzling cities, enchanting rural scenes,
dramatic mountainscapes and sparkling
coastlines; from the Arctic North and
Scandinavia to the Mediterranean South,
from the Sceptred Isles to the splendours of
Central and Eastern Europe.

SUJATA RAMAN
Regional Managing Director
A&K Australia & Asia Pacific
I hope the journeys in this brochure have piqued your
interest and inspired you to explore more of the world
with Abercrombie & Kent. We offer luxury private
and small group travel experiences — including rail
journeys, river cruises, great walks, safari adventures
and polar expeditions — to destinations in more than
100 countries across the globe. On an A&K journey,
you’ll be backed every step of the way by more than
2,500 expert local staff in 56 A&K offices, ensuring
you’ll always travel in effortless style and comfort,
even in some of the world’s most remote locations.

INDIA & THE ORIENT
Wonder at the different worlds unfurled
across a vast continent. From the ancient
empires of Central Asia, and the sensory
adventure that is India, to the millennial
powerhouse of Modern China and the
alluring lands of the Far East, Asia is a
kaleidoscope of colours and cultures.

AFRICA, ARABIA & PERSIA
Explore the Mother Continent and her near
eastern neighbours, from the incredible
wildlife of Southern and East Africa, home
of the safari and birthplace of A&K, to the
living histories of Egypt and Morocco, the
Arabian Peninsula and Persia, birthplaces of
civilisations.

SMALL GROUP JOURNEYS

LATIN AMERICA

Setting the standard for comfort and service
in small group travel, these shared adventures
to the world’s great destinations feature
guaranteed departures, the finest hotels, and
insider access to revered sites, often before
the crowds arrive. With expert local hosts and
small group sizes (maximum 18), these are
journeys to the heart and soul of a destination.

Discover the Promised Land for the modern
experiential traveller, where the New World
and the pre-Columbian past meet in larger
than life landscapes, vibrant cities and otherworldly ecosystems; from Patagonia to the
Amazon; the festivals of Mexico to the peaks
of the Andes; the wildlife of the Galapagos
to the nightlife of Buenos Aires.

LUXURY EXPEDITION CRUISES

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

Unscripted journeys through the High
Arctic, realm of the polar bear, the legendary
Northwest Passage, and to Antarctica
on incredible expedition vessels, with
on board enrichment programmes and
shore excursions with expert guides and
naturalists. Also includes cultural cruises in the
Mediterranean region, Japan and beyond.

Adventure and luxury begins on your
doorstep, from the Red Centre to the golden
beaches and azure waters of the coast;
World Heritage rainforests and rich pastoral
lands; glaciers, geysers, fiords and alpine
peaks; with modern, cosmopolitan cities and
world class lodging, fishing, hiking, golfing,
food and wine.

Call 1300 851 800 for more information or to order a free copy of any of these brochures.
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A&K offices

2,500

A&K travel experts on the ground
around the world

THE WORLD OF A&K

56

A&K offices supporting travel to
more than 100 countries

1962

A&K has been a pioneer in luxury,
experiential travel for over half a century

Contact your travel professional or Abercrombie & Kent Australia at:
Level 3, 290 Coventry Street, South Melbourne Victoria 3205
T 03 9536 1800 F 03 9536 1805 Toll Free 1300 851 800
0800 441 638 (within New Zealand)
800 4747 7700 (within Asia)
E contact@abercrombiekent.com.au
ABERCROMBIEKENT.COM.AU
ABN 55005422999 Licence No 30494

